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[image: image3.wmf]With the annual updating of your school’s District-Wide Safety Plan and Building-Level Emergency Management Operations Plan complete, Safety Risk Management would like to remind school districts to continue implementing the Incident Command System in their emergency preparedness planning.

[image: image4.wmf]Districts have designated/established a “Chain of Command” in their Building-Level Emergency Management Operations Plan.  Please continue to recognize this in a time of an emergency. School buildings have also designated/established an “Emergency Response Team” within each building to ensure these individuals know their roles during a time of an emergency. Also, in each Building-Level Emergency Management Operations Plan there is a “Duties of District Incident Command and Operations Staff” document within the Command Post Section of the plan. Names should be associated with each  listed  position  (Incident  Commander, 
Deputy Incident Commander, Safety Officer, 
Public Information Officer, Liaison Officer, Operations Officer, Logistics Officer, Planning Officer, and Finance/Administration).

New York State Commissioner’s Regulation 155.17(e)(2) requires that the Building-Level Emergency Management Operations Plan delineate the school’s Chain of Command during an emergency response in a manner consistent with the Incident Command System (ICS).  The FEMA IS-100SC on-line course, which follows the National Incident Management System (NIMS) Guidelines, was developed to promote school safety by familiarizing school staff with ICS principles in a school setting.  Additionally, the course was developed to prepare school employees for collaborating and partnering with local emergency responders (law enforcement, fire and emergency medical services) during an emergency.

[image: image5.wmf]Please contact your Safety Risk Specialist if you have any questions regarding your Building-Level Emergency Management Operations Plan, Incident Command System Training, or the on-line National Incident Management System Training.   
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Annual Visual Inspections should have been completed by November 15, 2011 pursuant to Section 155.4b2i of the Commissioner's Regulations. The intent of this inspection is to re-evaluate those items inspected and/or identified in last year’s 2010 Building Condition Survey.  This Annual Visual Inspection may result in the identification of problems and subsequent corrective action, inspection of previous repairs, as well as  previously identified problems to determine present conditions. Building Condition Surveys are conducted by licensed architects every five years. Visual inspections are conducted in the other four years providing annual continuing surveillance.
The Annual Visual Inspections were conducted by a team composed of at least 3 people: A NYS Code Enforcement Official (Your Safety Risk Specialist), Director of Facilities, and a Health and Safety Representative. 
 
This year, your Safety Risk Specialist should have assisted your school district with the walkabout portion of the Annual Visual Inspections. Your Safety Risk Specialist can assist your school district in completion of the on-line submission process for the 97 school buildings requiring Annual Visual Inspections.  These 14 page reports should be completed and submitted by the deadline, January 15, 2012.
If you have any questions on the Annual Visual Inspections, please contact your Safety Risk Specialist. 
New York State Department of Labor / Public Employee Safety and Health Division
The New York State Department of Labor / Public Employee Safety and Health Division (NYSDOL/PESH) was recently at one of our local school districts to do an unannounced inspection.  The inspection consisted of an “Opening Conference” with school personnel to discuss what the NYSDOL/PESH was going to be looking for.  After the opening conference the NYSDOL/PESH inspected all district buildings for any safety violations.  They also looked at the school’s written safety programs and training records (Right-To-Know, Chemical Hygiene, Lockout/Tagout, etc.) to ensure they were up-to-date and compliant.

After the inspection process has been concluded, the NYSDOL/PESH will schedule a “Closing Conference” to discuss with the district school personnel any violations that were discovered during the inspection. After the NYSDOL/PESH concludes the closing conference, the school district will be given a certain amount of time to correct all of the violations. The NYSDOL/PESH will then come back to the district to re-inspect to make sure that all of the violations were corrected.
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Should the NYSDOL/PESH show up at your school district, please contact your Safety Risk Specialist so that we may assist you with the inspection process.
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Once again the holiday season is here and  holiday decorations are starting to be displayed in the hallways and classrooms. (Didn’t we just take them down??). The following tips will help to avoid creating fire hazards in the school.
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Real Christmas trees are not allowed in schools unless the trees are located in areas protected by an automatic sprinkler system in accordance with the New York State Fire Code. Any live Christmas tree must be watered and checked every day for dryness.  A dry tree must be removed from the building immediately in accordance with the New York State Fire Code.

The State Education Department prefers that school districts use artificial Christmas trees. Artificial Christmas trees used in a school district must bear the Underwriter’s Laboratory (UL) label.  Be sure that Christmas tree stands are large and sturdy enough to safely support a tree and keep from tipping over.
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[image: image14.wmf]Do not place Christmas trees in any area that will obstruct the means of egress. Travel through lobbies and hallways must be kept clear at all times with no obstruction to the flow of traffic.

In auditoriums, cafeterias, and other similar areas of assembly, place the Christmas tree in a location well away from the path of travel to any exits.
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When using lights to decorate Christmas trees, as in all other decorative lighting applications, use only light leads made for the new cool-burning miniature bulbs. Light leads must contain an integral fuse in or near the male plug and must also have a UL label.  Do not exceed the manufacturer’s recommendations regarding the maximum number of lights that may be used in a combination of leads that may be plugged into one outlet.  Extension cords shall be grounded.
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Open flame decorative devices (candles) shall not be used in educational facilities as per New York State Fire Code.
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New York State Fire Code allows a limited amount of artwork, educational, and holiday decorations to be placed in areas of public assembly, associated exit ways, and corridors. 
Requirements are listed below:

· All displayed materials must be kept at least 2 feet from ceilings and 10 feet from exit doors
· Decorations are not allowed on classroom doors and door windows
· Decorations are not allowed to cover or block rescue windows or exits
· Decorations cannot hang from ceilings or light fixtures
· Displayed materials must be directly affixed to noncombustible wall surfaces
· The total amount of displayed materials in hallways may not exceed 20% of the noncombustible wall surface
· For added safety, artwork and decorations must be treated with a fire retardant
Should you have any questions, please contact your Safety Risk Specialist.
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As winter approaches the Buffalo office of the National Weather Service has a list of terms they recommend you should be aware of.  Understanding these terms will assist you with driving and other important decisions like how to dress and make you better aware of the outdoor hazards that await you!  
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Winter Storm “Outlook”: A chance of a major storm 3 to 5 days into the future. 

2.
Winter Storm “Watch”:  Another long range prediction, which usually occurs 12 hours before a predicted storms arrival.  Hazardous weather is due as a result of heavy snow, sleet, or ice accumulation due to freezing rain.  If and when the storm becomes imminent, the watch is upgraded to a “WARNING”.

3.
Winter Weather “Advisory”:  Advisories in general are issued for weather conditions that are expected to cause significant inconveniences and may be hazardous.  Snow, sleet, and or freezing rain could trigger a winter weather “advisory”.

4.
Winter Storm “WARNING”, due to:  


Heavy Snow - Seven inches or more will fall within a 24 hour period.  A Winter Weather “Advisory” would be issued if this same storm would result in an accumulation of 4 but less than 7 inches of snow.


Severe Icing - Ice due to freezing rain will down trees and power lines.  Electricity and communications will be interrupted for an extended period.  Roads may become impassable for most vehicles. 

5.
Blizzard “WARNING”:

The most dangerous of winter storms, this warning is issued for a combination of strong winds frequently averaging and or gusting to or above 35 mph and very low visibility due to blowing or falling snow! 

6.
Winter Storm “WARNING”:

Issued when there is a dangerous combination of heavy snow, with sleet and or freezing rain with a high probability of its occurrence within 12 hours. 

7. 
Wind Chill “Advisory”:


Exposure to a combination of strong winds and temperature, computed to be -25 degrees or less for at least 3 hours.  Exposure could lead to frostbite and hypothermia. 


8. 
Wind Chill “Warning”:


This situation is serious and could be life threatening.  A Wind Chill “Warning” is issued when strong winds and temperatures are computed to be -40 degrees or less for at least 3 hours.  Without proper clothing hypothermia and frostbite will set in rapidly and without warning. Prolonged exposure can be fatal. 

9. 
Lake Effect Snow: 

Advisory - Lake snow expected to accumulate from 4 to 7 inches accompanied by blowing and drifting snow squalls.


Watch - There is a possibility of heavy lake snow accumulating up to 7 inches in a 12 hour period. 


Warning - Lake effect snow is imminent, occurring, or has a very high probability of occurring within the next 12 hours with strong winds accumulating up to and above 7 inches.  These squalls can occur quite suddenly and can cause blizzard-like conditions.  

With winter storms having the capacity to immobilize entire areas and even regions, knowing and understanding winter storm terminology used locally by the Buffalo Weather Service may be useful when you or your family members may have to venture out and combat the elements and leave the comforts of home! 


The best advice for driving in bad weather is not to drive at all.  Unfortunately that option is not always available to us.  If you must drive in icy and snowy conditions, make sure your car is prepared and never leave until the snow is removed from your car, your vehicle is warmed up, and all your windows are free and clear of frost, ice, and snow!
Since we cannot avoid driving in adverse winter conditions, here are some safety tips that may assist you on your way! Tire manufacturers, professional truckers and plow operators, and emergency personnel all agree that once your car is road worthy, the most important safety factor for you to remember while facing winter driving hazards is to SLOW DOWN! Slowing down helps with visibility, reaction time, and reduces the stopping time of your car.  These additional driving tips may help you as you navigate during this winter season!  


1. Decrease your speed and leave plenty of room to stop. You should leave three times the normal space than usual between you and the car in front of you.
2.
Brake gently and avoid skidding.  If your wheels start to lock up, ease off the brake.

3.
If you don’t have full time running lights, turn them on.

4.
Do not use cruise control or overdrive on icy roads.

5.
Be especially careful on bridges, overpasses, and infrequently traveled roads. 

6.
Do not pass snow plows and sanding trucks. 

If your rear wheels skid:
1. Take your foot off the accelerator.

2.
Steer in the direction you want the front wheels to go.  If your rear wheels are sliding left, steer left etc. (the same applies if your rear wheels slide right, steer right). 

3.
If you have standard brakes, pump them gently.

4.
If you have anti-lock brakes (ABS), do not pump the brakes; apply steady pressure to the brakes. You will feel the brakes “pulse”. This is normal and the way they are designed to operate!

If your front wheels skid:
1. Take your foot off the gas and shift to neutral, but don’t try to steer immediately.

2. 
As the wheels skid sideways, they will slow the vehicle and traction will return. As it does, steer in the direction you want to go and then put the transmission in “drive” and continue cautiously. 

If you get stuck make sure you are safe from other traffic or hazards. If you have a cell phone, make a call to an appropriate agency. 

1. Do not spin your wheels. This will dig you in deeper.

2. Turn your wheels from side to side a few times to push snow out of the way.
3. Use a light touch on the gas, trying to ease your way out.

4.
If you are physically able and you have one, use a shovel to clear snow away from the wheels and underside of the car. 
5. 
Try rocking the vehicle. (Know your car and follow owners’ manual first). Try rocking the vehicle by rocking it back and forth, using gentle accelerator pressure. 

Preparing your vehicle ahead of time and slowing down while on the road are the best practices for you to observe to help you navigate the roads and protect yourself when “0ld Man Winter” arrives. 

Preparing your vehicle for the winter season now will help ensure your vehicle is in good working order when you need it most.

Have a mechanic check the following items on your vehicle:

Antifreeze
Exhaust System
   

Battery
Heater
Brakes
Ignition System
Defroster
Lights

Flashing Hazard Lights   
Oil Level
Wiper & Windshield 
Thermostat
   Washer Fluid


Install good winter tires.  Make sure the tires have adequate tread.  All-weather radials are usually adequate for most winter conditions.  You may also want to carry a set of tire chains in your vehicle for heavy snow conditions.

Keep a windshield scraper and small broom for ice and snow removal.
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