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produced to aide in the alignment of Individualized Education Program Annual Goals to the
Next Generation Learning Standards.

Sarah Dulak and Diane Vigrass, Special Education School Improvement Specialists
Regional Special Education Technical Assistance Support Center at O/N BOCES
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Next Generation Learning Standards
Conventions of Academic English/Language for Learning
Grade-Band Pre-K-2nd grade
L1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of academic English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
Print upper- and lowercase letters in their name→ Print many upper-and lowercase letters→ Print all upper-and lowercase letters
Use frequently occurring nouns and verbs (orally) → Use frequently occurring nouns and verbs
Use common, proper, and possessive noun
Use collective nouns (e.g., group)
Form and use regular plural nouns (e.g., dog, dogs; wish, wishes)
Form and use frequently occurring irregular plural nouns (e.g., feet, children, mice, fish)
Use singular and plural nouns with matching verbs in basic sentences (e.g., The boy jumps; The boys jump)
Understand and use interrogatives (question words-e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how)
Use frequently occurring prepositions (e.g., to, from, in, out, on, off, for, of, by, with)
Produce and expand complete sentences in shared language activities
Use personal, possessive, and indefinite pronouns (e.g., I, me, my; they, them, their, anyone, everything) → Use reflexive pronouns (e.g. myself, ourselves)
Use verbs → Use verbs to convey a sense of past, present, and future (e.g. Yesterday I walked home; Today I walk home; Tomorrow I will walk home) → Form
and use the past tense of frequently occurring irregular verbs (e.g., sat, hid, told)
Use frequently occurring adjectives→ Use adjectives or adverbs appropriately
Use frequently occurring conjunctions (e.g., and, but, or, so because) → Use frequently occurring transition words (e.g., first, then, therefore, finally)
Produce and expand complete sentences→ Understand and use simple and compound sentences in speech or writing (e.g., The child read the book; The child
read the book, but she did not watch the move).
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Next Generation Learning Standards
Conventions of Academic English/Language for Learning
Grade-Band Pre-K-2nd grade

L2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of academic English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
Attempt to write symbols or letters to represent words
Spell simple words phonetically, drawing on knowledge of sound-letter relationships→ Spell unknown words phonetically, drawing on phonemic awareness
and spelling conventions→ Use conventional spelling for words with common spelling patterns and for frequently occurring irregular words→ Generalize
learned spelling patterns when writing words (e.g., cage→ rage; boy→ toy
Write a letter or letters for most consonant and short vowel sounds (phonemes).
Consult reference materials as needed to check and correct spellings.
Recognize and name end punctuation→ Use end punctuation for sentences
Capitalize the first letter of their name→ Capitalize the first word in a sentence and the pronoun “I” → Capitalize dates and names of people→ Capitalize
names, places, and holidays
Use commas in dates and to separate single words in a series→ Use commas in greetings and closings of letters
Use an apostrophe to form contractions and frequently occurring possessives
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Prekindergarten English Language Arts Learning Standards
Standards

Essential Skills/Concept

Academic
Vocabulary

Question Stems

Listen for information
Follow the topic of discussion
Gather literal details from the discussion
Volley participation in the discussion
Add a thought/idea to a discussion
Exhibit waiting and turn-taking

• participate
• text
• discussion
• information

What did you hear about ___?
Who got a turn to talk in the discussion? Who did
not have a turn?
What idea can you add to the discussion?

PKR2: Retell stories or share information
from a text. (RI&RL)

With support, put the events of the text in
sequential order
Retell the story
Share details from the text
Tell who, what, when , where about the story

• sequence
• retell
• events
• text
• information
• share

What can you tell me about the story?
How big/What color/Where is…?
Who was the story about?
Where does the story take place?

PKR3: Develop and answer questions about
characters, major events, and pieces of
information in a text. (RI&RL)

Understand that asking a question requires a
response and leads to information
Ask and answer questions about the text
With support, identify characters from the story
With support, Identify major event(s) from the
story
Define and understand character/
event/information
With support, identify and describe key details
from the text

• character
• event
• major event
• question
• response
• information

What is a character?
What is an event?
What do the pictures tell us about this page?
What happened in this story? How do you know?
What do you think will happen next?
What information is important?
Who are the characters in this story?

Describe and draw new vocabulary
Use new vocabulary in context
Touch and track print when text is read aloud
Be aware of the need to build vocabulary
Identify familiar pictures and objects by name

• exhibit
• interest
• vocabulary

Can you point to the new word?
Is there a chunk in that word you know?
What words might rhyme with that new word?
What does that word mean? How do you know?
What can you do to get help?
Which illustration depicts this word?

Reading Standards (Literary and Informational Text)
Key Ideas and Details
PKR1: Participate in discussions about a
text. (RI&RL)

Craft and Structure
PKR4: Exhibit an interest in learning new
vocabulary. (RI&RL)
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PKR5: Interact with a variety of genres.
(RI&RL)

PKR6: Describe the role of an author and
illustrator. (RI&RL)

Understand that there are different purposes for
writing
Understand common genres
o fiction
o informational text
o fairytale
o poem
o song
o counting book
o alphabet book
Attend more to the picture and reader than to
the print when stories are read aloud

• genre
• fiction
• informational
text

• fairytale
• poem
• rhyme
• song
• counting book
• alphabet book

Is this story real or imagined? How do you know?
Where is the beginning of the book?
Where is the end of the book?
Is this a ____ or a ____? How do you know?
What kind of information will we learn by reading
this book?

State what an author does
• author
State what an illustrator does
• illustrator
Verbalize the difference between an author and
illustrator

What does the author do?
What does the illustrator do?
Who wrote this book? How do you know?
Who drew the pictures? How do you know?
Where can I find the name of the person who
wrote this book?
Where can I find the name of the person who
illustrated this book?

Identify an illustration
Identify words in a text
Understand that words and illustrations carry
meaning
Define illustration/text
Connect text to illustration

• illustration
• text
• relationship
• connect

What is an illustration?
What is text?
Who wrote this text?
Who illustrated this text?
What do the pictures tell us about the story?
What is the author telling us about?
Why do you think the illustrator drew this picture?
Can you tell me more about this picture?
Do you think the pictures are connected? How?
Do the pictures give us an idea about what the
author is trying to say? How?

PKR9: Make connections between self, text, With support, make connections to your
and the world. (RI&RL)
experiences
With support, identify similar topics between
texts

• connection
• community
• self
• text

Has this happened to you? Explain
How is this like another story we have read?
How might this information be useful to your
family or community?

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
PKR7: Describe the relationship between
illustrations and the text. (RI&RL)

R8: Begins in kindergarten.
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With support, make a connection to our family
or community
Be aware of cultural differences
Identify signs and label in and out of context

• world
• same
• different
• compare
• experience

How were the stories different?
When you think about this story/information what
pictures form in your mind?
How will I use this information in the future?
Did I change my thinking about something?
In this classroom how are we alike/different?
What makes each of us special?

• direction
• left
• right
• top
• bottom
• word
• letter
• number
• space
• alphabet/

Where do I start reading?
Which way do I go next?
How do I go to the next page?
When do I stop?
How do I know the story is finished?
Point to a letter in a word.
Point to a number in the text.
Where is the front/back of this book?
Show me where the uppercase _ is.
Show me where the lowercase _ is.
What letter does your name start/end with?
How is the starting letter different from the rest of
the letters in your name?

Reading Standards (Foundational Skills)
Print Concepts
PKRF1: Demonstrate understanding of the
organization and basic features of print.

Be able to identify and point to:
o front cover of text
o back cover of text
PKRF1a: Recognize that words are read
o a letter
from left to right, top to bottom and
o a word
page to page.
o a space between words
o a number
PKRF1b: Recognize that spoken words
Follow print from left to right
are represented in written language.
Follow print from top to bottom
Identify and name some upper/lowercase letters
PKRF1c: Understand that words are
Differentiate between a letter and a number
separated by spaces in print.
Differentiate between a letter and a word
PKRF1d: Recognize and name some
Identify letters in your name
upper/lowercase letters of the alphabet, Identify the uppercase letter that starts your
especially those in own name.
name
PKRF1e: Recognize that letters are
grouped to form words.

ABC’s

• front/back
• cover
• uppercase
• lowercase
• page

PKRF1f: Differentiate letters from
numerals.
PKRF1g: Identify front cover and back
cover.
Phonological Awareness
PKRF2: Demonstrate an emerging
understanding of spoken words, syllables,
and sounds (phonemes).

Listen for and repeat spoken words that rhyme
Copy melodic speech pattern
With support, identify syllables in spoken words
With support, break words into their sounds by
clapping the syllables
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• words
• sounds
• match
• syllables

What do you notice about these words?
Do these words sound the same?
Does this word rhyme with ___?
Can you name/say another word that sounds like
this one?

PKRF2a: Begin to recognize and match
spoken words that rhyme (e.g. songs,
chants, finger plays).
PKRF2b: Begin to recognize individual
syllables within spoken words (e.g. cup
cake, base ball).

Reproduce spoken sounds
• take apart
Pronounce a phoneme
• beginning
Be aware that words are made up of sounds that • first
are put together

Do these words end the same or are they
different?
How many sounds do you hear?
Where do you hear that sound?
What sound do you hear first?
Repeat these sounds.
Listen as I say these sounds slowly. Say them with
me. Let’s say them fast.
Listen to this word. Say the sounds slowly.
Use Elkonin/sound boxes
How many sounds do you hear in these words?
How many parts/syllables do you hear in these
words?

Produce the sounds of some consonants
• consonant
Name and produce the consonants in your name
Identify parts of a whole

What sound does that consonant make?

Identify familiar pictures and objects by name
With support, use concepts of print and book
handling skills
Attend more to the picture and reader than to
the print when stories are read aloud
Understand that words have meaning
Describe why you chose a specific text
Verbally describe what happened in the text
Identify signs and labels in and out of context

What picture can you draw about this story?
Let’s do a picture walk to see what this book will
be about...now can you make a prediction?
Tell me the story that is in this book.
Where do we start? How do you know?
What book would you like to read or look at?
Where are the book bins?
Where is our classroom library? How did you
know?
What did you like/dislike about this book? Why?
Would you read another book by this author?
Why?
What does this sign tell you?
What kind of book is this? How do you know?
What was your favorite part of the book?
Where can we find books in our community?
Why do we read books together?
Why do we read?

PKRF2c: Isolate and pronounce the initial
sounds (phonemes) in spoken onesyllable words (e.g. the /m/ in map).

Phonics and Word Recognition
PKRF3: Demonstrate emergent phonics and
word analysis skills.
PKRF3a: Demonstrate one-to-one lettersound correspondences by producing
the primary sound of some consonants.
Fluency
PKRF4: Displays emergent reading behaviors
with purpose and understanding.
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• purpose
• message
• story
• prediction
• library
• signs/labels

Writing Standards
Text Types and Purposes
PKW1: Use a combination of drawing,
dictating, oral expression, and/or
emergent writing to state an opinion
about a familiar topic in child-centered,
authentic, play-based learning.

Draw a picture to represent an opinion on a
familiar topic
With support, make a choice and give reasons
for that choice
Verbalize an opinion about a topic

• opinion
• topic

What are you drawing/writing about?
Which part of the book was your favorite?
What word did you write/use?
Tell me about the picture you drew.
What do you want to write?
What would you like me to write about your
picture?

PKW2: Use a combination of drawing,
dictating, oral expression, and/or
emergent writing to name a familiar topic
and supply information in child-centered,
authentic, play-based learning.

Choose a topic to draw/speak/write about
• topic
Demonstrate an understanding of a topic in play- • information
based learning (e.g. puppetry, role-playing,
manipulative use)

What do you want to write or draw about? Why?
What can you tell me about____? How could we
write or draw about that?
Who are you pretending to be?
How are you using ____ to show what you know?

PKW3: Use a combination of drawing,
dictating, oral expression, and/or
emergent writing to narrate an event or
events in a sequence.

Draw/Speak/Write about a familiar event
Retell the event in the order that it happened
Express an emotion connected to the event

• narrate
• events
• sequence
• first
• last

Tell about a special time you had with your family
or friends.
What happened first/last in your story?
What do your pictures show?
When did this event take place?
How did the event make you feel?

PKW4: Create a response to a text, author,
or personal experience (e.g.,
dramatization, artwork, or poem).

Recall key details, events
React to an event, character, experience
With support, make a connection to an event,
character, experience

• author
• response

After reading/listening to a text/looking at a
picture answer who, what, where, and when
questions
What might you do/think if…
How could we act out this story?
Is this story similar to something we have already
read about? How?
Is this story different from previous stories we
have read? How?

• research
• explore
• share

What topic would you like to explore? Why?
Who would you like to work with?
What will you do with your partner?

W5: Begins in Grade 4
Research to Present Knowledge
PKW6: Develop questions and participate in Work with peers
shared research and exploration to answer With assistance, explore a topic to answer
questions
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questions and to build and share
knowledge.

Develop and ask questions surrounding topic

PKW7: Engage in a discussion using
Listen for information
gathered information from experiences or Add a thought/idea to a discussion
provided resources.
Exhibit waiting and turn-taking
Relate personal experiences to the topic
Refer to resources during the discussion
Volley participation in the discussion
Follow the topic

• knowledge
• topic
• questions

Why would we want to look at this book?
How could you share this information with your
peers?
Why might it help others to share this
information?
Where can we find more information about this
topic?

• discussion
• gather
• information
• experience
• resources

What is a discussion? How can you tell if we are
having one?
How can our partner know we are listening to
them?
What can we do if we don’t agree about
something?
Has something like this ever happened to you?
What did you do?
How can you tell when someone isn’t listening to
you?

• collaborate
• diverse
• conversation
• experience
• interrupting
• discussion

What does it mean to collaborate? What does it
look like? What does it sound like?
How might you settle a disagreement with a peer?
How could you tell if someone is listening to you?
How do you know when someone is being
respectful?
Why do we need to take turns when talking? How
do we take turns when talking?
How is your peers experience different than
yours?

• format
• text
• illustration
• topic

What does this illustration tell you about the
story?
What story did you choose listen to?
What was the topic of ____?

Speaking and Listening
Comprehension and Collaboration
PKSL1: Participate in collaborative
Know that when talking there are rules that we
conversations with diverse peers and adults
follow such as, not interrupting when another
in small and large groups and during play.
person is speaking
Take turns when speaking with peers and adults
PKSL1a: Follow agreed-upon rules for
Know that when we are listening to someone,
discussions, including listening to
we need to look at them
others, taking turns, and staying on
Volley participation in the discussion
topic.
Be aware that people have different experiences
than you
PKSL1b: Participate in conversations
Follow the topic of the conversation
through multiple exchanges.
PKSL1c: Consider individual differences
when communicating with others.
PKSL2: Interact with diverse formats and
texts.

Understand that a book has words and
illustrations that convey messages to the
reader
Utilize a tablet/computer to read/listen to a text
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Be aware that a topic can be shared in
different formats
PKSL3: Identify the speaker.
Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
PKSL4: Describe familiar people, places,
things, and events.

PKSL5: Create a visual display.

Identify who is speaking

• speaker

Who is speaking? How do you know?

Understand what an event is
Recognize that a place can be a building, city,
space, or location
Know and use positional words
Know and use sensory words

• familiar
• describe
• events
• place

Tell me about the person/place/thing/event
When did this happen?
Where did you meet?
Describe what ____looks like. Sounds like? Feels
like?

Choose a topic to draw about
Be able to describe your picture
Use magazine pictures, drawings, or clip art to
make posters to support what they are saying

• visual
• display
• illustrate

How can you illustrate that?
Which picture might portray this feeling or what
you are thinking about this topic?
Describe what's happening in your picture

• audience
• topic
• ideas
• thoughts
• feelings

What are you sharing with us today?
Who would like to share with us?
Talk to a partner about how you felt when…
Why is it important to face the person you are
speaking to?
What kind of voice level should we use when
speaking in front of the class?

PKSL6: Express thoughts, feelings, and ideas. Use a clear voice to speak to the audience
Plan what you will say
Use words like happy, unhappy, like, dislike to
express their feelings
Choose one or two ideas to talk about
Stay on the chosen topic

Language Standards
Conventions of Academic English/Language for Learning (See Appendix A)

* L1 and L2 are organized within grade bands and are not meant to be accomplished by the end of

Kindergarten

*Local curriculum choices will determine which specific skills are included in Kindergarten.

Knowledge of Language
L3: Begins in 2nd grade
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
PKL4: Explore and use new vocabulary in
child-centered, authentic, play-based
experiences.

Identify signs and labels in different areas of the
room
Describe and draw new vocabulary
Use new vocabulary in context
Identify familiar pictures and objects by name
Use new vocabulary during play
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• explore
• labels
• signs
• vocabulary
• describe

What does the sign/label say and how do you
know?
How might you use that word today when playing
with a friend?
Where is the _____ in the room? How do you
know?
Can you act out what this word means?

PKL5: Explore and discuss word
relationships and word meanings.
PKL5a: Sort common objects into
categories (e.g., shapes, foods) for
understanding of the concepts the
categories represent.
PKL5b: Demonstrate understanding of
frequently occurring words by relating
them to their opposites (e.g., hot/cold).

Sort objects into groups
Identify the attribute of the group
Use common adjectives to describe the world
around you
Understand opposites and give an example
Know and be able to describe an opposite of a
known word
Understand how words may be related

• sort
• same
• different
• opposite
• describing

What other objects could we put in this group?
Why do you think they go together?
Which item does not belong in this group? Why?
What is the opposite of ___?
How might you describe____?

Know how to use words to satisfy a need
Discuss experiences with a peer
Use new vocabulary in conversations with a peer
Use feeling words to describe an emotion
Reenact a story
Demonstrate an understanding of a topic in playbased learning (e.g. puppetry, role-playing,
manipulative use)
Mimic action words

• respond
• share
• conversation
• emotion
• feelings
• experience

How would you ask for___?
What did you share with your group?
Who are you pretending to be?
How are you using ____ to show what you know?
Show me what happened in the story.
Show me what they were doing in the story.

PKL5c: Use words to identify and describe
the world around them.
PKL6: Use words and phrases acquired
through language rich experiences,
conversations, reading and being read to,
responding to texts, and child-centered,
play-based experiences.
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Kindergarten English Language Arts Learning Standards
Standards

Essential Skills/Concept

Academic
Vocabulary

Question Stems

Reading Standards (Literary and Informational
Text)
Key Ideas and Details

KR1: Develop and answer questions
about a text. (RI&RL)

Ask questions
Answer questions
Give details
Listening for information
Answer who, what, when, where, how many,
and how questions.
With support determine which details are
important in the text and why

• details
• questions
• ask
• answer
• text
• information
• where
• know
• partner
• important

Who, what, where, when questions
o Who was is in the story?
o What was this about?
o What happened next?
Can you ask your neighbor/partner about...?
Talk to your partner about...
Where did it say that?
How did you know that?
What do you think was the most important thing
you learned?
Can you ask your partner to tell you what happened
when …
After modeling: Can you ask your partner how …?
What details are the most important to the story?

KR2: Retell stories or share key details
from a text. (RI&RL)

Identify the major events of the story
Retell the story
Understand sequence of events
Sequencing/Ordering the events of the story
Verbalizing the basic elements of the story
o character
o setting
o problem
o resolution
o ending
Identify key details
Know what a topic is
Identify the main topic
Know how to retell information using key details

• retell
• details
• main event
• story
• problem
• character
• beginning,
middle, end
• resolution
• solve
• sequence
• identify
• main
• topic
• key
• text

What happened in the story?
Using these pictures/cards can you tell what
happened in the story?
What happened first?
What was the story/book about?
What did the character do to solve the problem?
What happened at the end of the story?
What is your drawing telling me?
What did you learn?
What is the main topic of the text?
What are the key details of the story?
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KR3: Identify characters, settings, major
events in a story, or pieces of
information in a text. (RI&RL)

Understand and identify characters
Identify settings
Identify major events
Identify problem and solution
With support, make connections to your
experiences
With prompting, describe main ideas in a text
Distinguishing what is an important piece of
information
Know what an event is
Link people and their ideas
Tell who is doing what in a piece of text

• identify
• characters
• setting/ place
• time
• problem
• solution
• conclusion
• event
• support
• ideas
• information
• connection
• cause

Who are the characters in this story?
Who is the story about?
What happened in the story?
When did the story happen?
Where did the story take place?
What was the problem in the story?
How was the problem solved?
Are the characters alike?
How are they different?
Can you look at the picture and tell me about…?
How are __ and __ connected to each other?
What caused this to happen?
Support your answer with events from the text.
What did they do to make this happen?
Can you tell what happened after …?
What information is most important?

Give examples of each of the five senses
Categorize pictures based on senses

• text
• picture clues
• feelings
• senses
• example

How can you tell that a character is feeling ____?
How do you think your friend is feeling right now?
How do you know?
Tell the word that matches the feeling.
What does it smell/look/feel/sound/taste like?

Recognize that there are different purposes for
writing
Understand that writing is formatted in different
ways
Recognize common genres
o fable
o informational
o fairytale
o poem
o rhyme
o counting books
o alphabet books

• fiction
• story
• poem
• fable
• narrative
• purpose
• information
• text
• storybooks
• rhyme
• recognize
• identify

What is this book about?
Will this book tell us a story or help us learn
something new?
What helps us know that this book is a _______
Is this story real or imagined?
Is this a _________ or a _________

Craft and Structure

KR4: Identify specific words that express Identify a feeling with a word
List the five senses
feelings and senses. (RI&RL)

KR5: Identify literary and informational
texts. (RI&RL)
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Identify the name of the author
Identify the name of the illustrator
Define the role of the author
Define the role of the illustrator
Analyze how the author presents information or
ideas
Analyze how the illustrations present
information or ideas

• author
• illustrator
• illustration
• drawing
• book
• story
• name
•front cover
• title page
• identify
• ideas
• information
• role

Who wrote this story?
Who drew the pictures/illustrations?
Where can I find the name of the person who wrote
this story?
What does the author do?
What does the illustrator do?
Show me the name of … Identify the … (author,
illustrator)
What is the author telling us?
How do the pictures/illustrations help us learn
about…?

KR7: Describe the relationship between
illustrations and the text. (RI&RL)

Recognize what an illustration is (e.g., picture,
photo, drawing, sketch)
Understand and follow the story’s events and
plots
Know that the illustrations help you understand
more about the story, its characters, and the
plot
Connect the point of the story with the
illustrations

• illustration
• illustrator
• drawing
• picture
• story
• character
• describe
• relationship
• text
• idea
• depicts

After looking at the picture, what do you think will
happen next?
Why do you think the illustrator drew this picture?
What can you learn about ___character’s name___
by looking at the pictures/ illustrations?
Is there anything in the picture that helps you
understand the story better?
What is happening in the story?
Picture walk through the book, before and after
reading the story to help students understand
what they will be reading or hearing.
What do you think the writer is trying to say? What
in the picture helps you think that?
Does the illustration match what the writer is trying
to say?
Do you think the story and the picture are
connected?
Describe how the picture helps you understand
what the author has written.

KR8: Identify specific information to
support ideas in a text. (RI&RL)

Know that an author writes to share what they
think
Know that authors use details to help make a
point

• reason
• author
• explain
• writing
• text

What does the writer think about this problem?
Why do you think the author wrote that?
Were there any reasons why you think the author
liked …
What in the writing made you think that?

KR6: Name the author and illustrator
and define the role of each in
presenting the ideas in a text. (RI&RL)

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
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KR9: Make connections between self,
text, and the world. (RI & RL)

Understand that authors try to explain their
thinking
Know that an author may have more than one
reason to explain his thinking.

• support
• point

Know that compare means looking for things
that are alike or the same.
Know that contrast means looking for
differences
Understand the what, who, when of the story
Identify similarities/differences in the
experiences of characters, setting, events
Understand texts
State what the text is about
Identify the similarities in the two texts
Recognize cultural differences
Compare/contrast to our community
Tell how the illustrations, descriptions or
procedures are the same or different

• connection
• character
• story
• event
• experiences
• similar
• community
• illustrations
• procedure
• text
• topic
• connection

How is this like another story we read?
Did the same things happen to … (character’s
name)?
How were the stories different?
What story is like this one?
We are going to compare these two books. How
were they the same? different?
How are the two texts we read different and the
same?
How is this story like something you know about?
How is this information used in our community?
How is (character) like you or your family? How is
(character) different?
What community helpers might use this
information?

Reading Standards (Foundational Skills)
Print Concepts

KRF1: Demonstrate understanding of the Follow print from left to right
organization and basic features of print. Follow print from top to bottom
KRF1a: Follow words from left to right,
top to bottom, and page by page.
KRF1b: Recognize that spoken words
are represented in written language
by specific sequences of letters.
KRF1c: Understand that words are
separated by spaces in print.

Track each word across the page
Track print across several pages
Distinguish words from letters or groups of
letters
Recognize the relationship between letters and
sounds
Know that the print, not the picture, represents
written language
Recognize space
Between/around
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• direction
• left
• right
• top
• bottom
• word(s)
• sentence
• text
• information
• words
• sentence
• space
• between
• print

Show me where I start reading?
Which way do I go next?
Point to the first word on this page.
Point to the last word on the page.
Point to each word as I read the sentence/page.
Why do we read?
How can we write that?
Where can we find things to read?
Draw a line between the words in the story
Make a circle around every word in the sentence
Count the words in the sentence
How many words do you see in the title?
Show me the first word in the sentence
Show me an uppercase _____

KRF1d: Recognize and name all upper- Recognize words
and lowercase letters of the alphabet. Identify, recognize, and name all uppercase
KRF1e: Identify the front cover, back
cover, and title page of a book.

(capital) letters.
Identify, recognize, and name all lowercase
letters
Match capital to lower case letter
Identify the front cover
Identify the back cover
Identify the title page

• separated
• uppercase
• lowercase
• letters
• matching
• recognize
• point
• read
• capital
• alphabet
• ABC’s
• front
• back
• identify
• title
• book
• page
• cover
• different

Name this/these letters ______
(While pointing to an upper-or lowercase letter) Can
you find a letter that looks like this?
Point to and read these letters.
Match capital letters to the lowercase letters.
Open your book to the title page.
How would you hold this book to read it to the
class?
Show me the front/back cover.
Show me the title page.
Can you identify the different parts of this book?

• sound
• ending
• rhyme
• same
• different
• count
• segment
• take apart
• repeat
• first
• last
• blend
• onset
• syllables
• phoneme
• whole word
• parts
• put together
• beginning

What do you notice about these words?
Do these words sound the same?
Does this word rhyme with _______
Can you name/say another word that sounds like
this one?
Do these words end the same or are they different?
How many sounds do you hear?
Where do you hear that sound?
What sound do you hear first?
What sound do you hear last?
Repeat these sounds.
Listen as I say these sounds slowly. Say them with
me. Let’s say them fast.
Listen to this word. Say the sounds slowly.
How many sounds do you hear in these words?
How many parts/syllables do you hear in these
words?
What word do you get when you put this sound
with this chunk?

Phonological Awareness

KRF2: Demonstrate understanding of
spoken words, syllables, and sounds
(phonemes).
KRF2a: Recognize and produce spoken
rhyming words.
KRF2b: Blend and segment syllables in
spoken words.
KRF2c: Blend and segment onsets and
rimes of spoken words.
KRF2d: Blend and segment individual
sounds (phonemes) in spoken onesyllable words.

Identify individual sounds
Identify sound patterns in words
Isolating the sounds at the end of a word
Counting
Reproducing sounds
Sequence of sounds
Break words into their sounds
Listen for and identify the rhyme
Blending sounds
Segmenting sounds
Blending sounds to form words
Hearing onsets
Hearing rimes
Determining syllables in words
Differentiate sounds
Know that words are made up of sounds that
are put together
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KRF2e: Create new words by
manipulating the phonemes orally in
one-syllable words.

Sustain the sounds of letters until the next
sound is added
Put the different sounds together quickly
Hear beginning and final sounds in three
phoneme words
Hear and pronounce the medial vowel sound in
three-phoneme words
Changing a sound while holding on to the rest of
the word
Recognize adding a new sound makes a new
word

• middle
• identify
• word
• end

What word do you get when you add ____ to ____
(ex. /m/ to /at/)
Listen to the sounds; blend the sound to say the
whole word.
Blend the word parts together and say the whole
word.
Say the word with me. What sound did you make
first/last?
What sound do you hear in the middle of the word?

Produce sound(s) that correspond to a given
letter
Track across a word and produce the
corresponding sounds
Know the difference between vowels and
consonants
Understand that vowels have short sounds
Know a word to automaticity and recall it on
sight
Find high-frequency words in text
Read high frequency words in text
Hear the differences in words that sound alike
such as van and ban, pen and pin, and Pam
and pan.
Recall the sounds of two words and identify the
differences in the words

• sound
• word
• same
• different
• letter
• read
• spell
• vowels
• short vowel
• sight word
• syllable

When I point to a letter tell me the sound that it
makes.
When I say a sound, write the letter/letters that
make that sound.
How would you spell the word ________?
Which vowel do you hear, when I say _______
How many of these sight words can you read?
I will say two words tell me if they are the same or
different.

Understand and use concepts of print and book
handling skills
Know that text has meaning and an author’s
message
Use predictable patterns to read text

• author
• expression
• understand
•punctuation
• period
• message

Can you read this book for me?
What can you do when you get to a word you don’t
know?
Is this book going to tell you a story or is it going to
help you learn about something?
What is this book about?

Phonics and Word Recognition

KRF3: Know and apply phonics and word
analysis skills in decoding words.
KRF3a: Demonstrate one-to-one lettersound correspondence by producing
the primary sound or most frequent
sound for each consonant.
KRF3b: Decode short vowel sounds
with common spellings.
KRF3c: Decode some regularly spelled
one-syllable words.
KRF3d: Read common high-frequency
words by sight.

Fluency

KRF4: Read emergent-reader texts with
sufficient accuracy to support
comprehension.
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Know and use a body of words to make meaning • story
• unknown
of text
Master high frequency words with automaticity. word
Know how punctuation works to help
comprehension
Use cues such as visuals, phonics, and semantics
to figure out unknown words
Recognize that a word is unknown
Be aware that there are strategies for solving
unknown words
Know that you can use clues to help solve
unknown words like picture clues, beginning
letters, etc.

What do you think the author is trying to tell you?
What does a question mark/period mean?
What does your voice do at a question
mark/period?
Point to an unknown word on the page
What was hard about that word?
Is there a chunk in that word that you know?
Do you know a word like that?
Is there something in the picture that can help you?
Do you know something about that word that will
help you?
Is there someone you can ask who might be able to
help you?

KW1: Use a combination of drawing,
dictating, oral expression, and/or
emergent writing to state an opinion
about a familiar topic or personal
experience and state a reason to
support that topic.

Draw a picture to state an opinion about a topic
Know that a story tells about something that
happened
Understand that ideas can be conveyed through
writing, drawing pictures or telling.
Make a choice and give reasons for that choice
Understand that letters and the sounds that
they make can be written

• writing
• reason
• like
• dislike
• opinion
• experience

What are you writing about?
Which is your favorite (animal, book, food)? Don’t
forget to put that in your writing.
How will you start your writing?
Tell me what you want me to write.
What can you tell me about your picture?
My favorite _______ is _________ . or
I like __________ because ________.
Start your writing by using this sentence starter…
The name of my favorite book is____________.
Why do you like this book, animal, color…?

KW2: Use a combination of drawing,
dictating, oral expression, and/or
emergent writing to name a familiar
topic and supply information.

Choose a topic to write about
Decide what information they will write/verbally
share
Organize the ideas
Use drawings about the topic to support the
written ideas
Use phonetic and/or inventive spelling to
compose written text

• inform
• explain
• details
• topic
• name

What are you writing about?
How will you start your writing?
Can you tell me what you like and I will write down
what you say?
Can you tell some more about...?
Tell what it looks like and what it does?
Tell me what you want me to write
Tell me what you want me to write about your
drawing.

Writing Standards
Text Types and Purposes
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Tell the topic they are writing or sharing about
Use details about their topic in their
writing/verbal expression

KW3: Use a combination of drawing,
dictating, oral expression, and/or
emergent writing to narrate an event or
events in a sequence.

KW4: Create a response to a text,
author, or personal experience (e.g.,
dramatization, art work, or poem).

Draw a picture that tells a story
Be able to talk about what has been drawn
Know what an event is
Know the who, what, when of the event
Retell the event in the order that it happened
Retell a series of events in the order in which
they happened
Recall how they felt during the event/series of
events
Retell/ recall key details, events
React to an event, character, experience
Connect a reaction to an event, character, or
experience
Respond to a question
Draw conclusions from experiences to help
answer a question

• combine
• draw
• retell
• events
• order

Draw a picture with the story events in order.
We all went to the ________. Today you will write a
story about what happened and what we did.
Draw a picture that shows how you feel and then
tell about what you drew.

• recall
• questions
• experiences
• response

After reading/listening to a text/looking at a picture
answer who, what, where and when questions
What might you do/think if…
What connections can you make to
text/author/experience?

• mouse
• research
• keyboard
• typing
• publish
• present
• toolbar
• explore
• collaborate
• produce

Can you turn on the computer?
Would you like to type or should I?
How will your group decide how to present your
story/information?
Did you remember to save your work?

W5: Begins in grade 4.
Research to Present Knowledge

KW6: Develop questions and participate Be familiar with a computer keyboard
in shared research and exploration to With guidance, know how to use presentation
tools
answer questions and to build and
Know
how to send a document to the printer
share knowledge.

Know how to navigate a computer toolbar
Use a mouse
Work with peers
Know how to use the save function on the
computer
Research and explore a topic to answer
questions
Share knowledge (new information) with peers
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KW7: Recall and represent relevant
information from experiences or gather
information from provided sources to
answer a question in a variety of ways
(e.g., drawing, oral expression, and/or
emergent writing).

Know that an opinion is not a fact
Know that opinions can be expressed using
terms such as love, like, dislike, hate, etc.
Give different reasons for their preference
Know that exploring can be comparing and
contrasting the story, drawings, concepts the
author presents in different books
Know how to copy a title
Know how to copy an author’s name
Use the title and author’s name in the writing
Relate personal experiences to answer question

• reason
• explain
• author
• title
• opinion
• fact

What is the name of your favorite book?
Who wrote that book?
What are some of your favorite things? Why do you
like them?
Which do you like better? Choose one and give
reasons why you like it.
What is your experience with this situation?

Know that when talking there are rules that we
follow such as, not interrupting when another
person is speaking
Know that when listening to someone, we need
to look at them
Know that when we are listening to someone,
we need to respond about the same thing
Can volley conversation repeatedly with a
partner
Follow the topic
Be aware that people have different experiences
than you

• conversation
• partner
• take turns
• experience

Talk to your partner about…
Talk to your group about…
Ask your partner______
Tell your partner what you think about ____
Tell your partner what you have liked so far.
Tell your group what you have learned about…
What is your voice level in a small/large group?
How is your peers thinking different than yours?

• information
• presented
• format
• message
• conversation
• features

What/who was this about?
What will you share about the text?
How did your peers describe the illustration?
What did you learn in the conversation about the
text?
How many people agreed on the author’s message?
Why do we need to take turns when talking? How
do we take turns when talking?
How is your peers experience different than yours?

Speaking and Listening
Comprehension and Collaboration

KSL1: Participate in collaborative
conversations with diverse peers and
adults in small and large groups and
during play.
KLS1a: Follow agreed-upon rules for
discussions, including listening to
others, taking turns, and staying on
topic.
KSL1b: Participate in conversations
through multiple exchanges.
KLS1c: Consider individual differences
when communicating with others.

KSL2: Participate in a conversation about Understand the ideas presented in text
features of diverse texts and formats. Listen with the intent to remember what is

being said
Identify the format of the text
Focus on the topic
Know how to ask appropriate questions
Answer questions to show that they understand
Can volley conversation repeatedly with a
partner
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KSL3: Develop and answer questions to
clarify what the speaker says.

Be aware that people have different experiences
than you
Understand that illustrations and words convey
messages
Have a basic understanding of what is being
said.
Ask questions
Answer questions
Recognize when understanding is not complete
Ask for additional information

• ask
• answer
• question
• information

What did the speaker say?
How will you ask them to tell you more?
What can you say if you don’t understand?
What was the most important part that you heard?
Did you understand what he/she was telling you?
Can you tell me what they said about…?

• people
• community
workers
• places
• things
• animals
• describe
• events
• happened

Can you tell me what it looked like?
Where did that happen?
What happened when?
What was special about that?
What does a person such as a doctor, teacher
Tell your neighbor what a __________ looks like.
do?
Is there anymore that you can say about…?
What else can you tell about…?

• drawing
• visual display
• describe
• description
• topic
• same
• more
• additional
• details
• describing
words

What will you be speaking about today?
I want you to draw a picture that will help us
understand what you are saying.
Can you find a picture that shows what you will
share?
Can you tell us more about your picture?
Does your drawing help add more details?

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas

KSL4: Describe familiar people, places,
things, and events with detail.

Use descriptive words
Understand what an event is
Recognize that a place can be a building, city,
space, or location
Know and use positional words
Know and use sensory words

KSL5: Create and/or utilize existing visual Choose a topic to speak about
Be able to use adjectives to describe the topic
displays to support descriptions.

Draw a picture that shows what they are saying
Use magazine pictures, drawings, or clip art to
make posters to support what they are saying
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KSL6: Express thoughts, feelings, and
ideas.

Talk to the audience
Speak loudly without yelling
Plan what they will say
Use words like happy, unhappy, like, dislike to
express their feelings
Choose one or two ideas to talk about
Stay on the chosen topic

• audience
• topic
• share

What will you share with us today?
Who would like to share today?
Talk to your partner about how you felt when…
Remember to speak loudly enough so everyone can
hear you.
Think about what you will share today.
Don’t forget to tell if this made you feel happy or
sad, mad, or scared

Language Standards
Conventions of Academic English/Language for Learning (See Appendix A)

* L1 and L2 are organized within grade bands and are not meant to be accomplished by the end of

Kindergarten

*Local curriculum choices will determine which specific skills are included in Kindergarten.

Knowledge of Language
L3: Begins in 2nd grade
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
KL4: Explore and use new vocabulary and
multiple-meaning words and phrases in
authentic experiences, including, but
not limited to the following.

Recognize that a word is unknown.
Know many common and familiar words
Know that some words have other meanings
Use context and/or pictures to help determine a
new meaning for a known word
Know that parts can be added to a word to
KL4a: Identify new meanings for
change its meaning
familiar words and apply them
Use
the familiar and new meanings correctly
accurately (e.g., knowing duck is a bird

• determine
• choose
• meaning
• familiar
words

What happens to the word cat when we add s and
make it cats?
The author used the word __________, do you
know another way to use that word?
When I use the word _________ in this sentence
what does it mean?
Can you use this word in a sentence?
Can you draw a picture of what this word means?

• partner
• author
• describing
• brainstorm
• group

Put these into groups please.
Can you tell me about the groups you made?
Can you and your partner sort these pictures into
groups?
Do you know another way to say that?

and learning the verb to duck).
KL4b: Use the most frequently
occurring inflections and affixes (e.g.,
-ed, -s, re-, un-, pre-, -ful, -less) as a
clue to the meaning of a word.
KL5: Explore and discuss word
relationships and word meanings.
KL5a: Sort common objects into
categories (e.g., shapes, foods) for

Group objects by colors, sizes, shape
Sort given objects into groups
Sort pictures into categories and label the
categories
Give an example of an opposite

21

understanding of the concepts the
categories represent.

Distinguish written messages
Know and use basic verbs

• verb
• adjective
• opposite
• sort
• show me
• difference

Listen to all the words the author uses that mean
______
Let’s make a describing map to think of ways to say
______
We are going to brainstorm ways to say…
The opposite of _______ is _________
If it is not _________ it is __________
Can you show me what march looks like?
Show me the difference between talk and whisper.

Know how to sustain a conversation
Know the rules of speaking with others
Talking about ideas or events in a story
Responding to ideas they have heard or read
about
Respond in sentences or phrases
Use new vocabulary in conversations about
what you have learned or read

• respond
• talk
• vocabulary
• conversation
• ideas

How would you respond to_________?
How should you ask for ______?
What type of vocabulary would be best for this
situation?
When you had a conversation with ___ what did
you share?
What did you share with your group when you
talked with them?
What great ideas did you read about?

KL5b: Demonstrate understanding of
frequently occurring verbs and
adjectives by relating them to their
opposites (antonyms).
KL5c: Use words to identify and
describe the world, making
connections between words and their
use (e.g., places at home that are
colorful).
KL5d: Explore variations among verbs
that describe the same general action
(e.g., walk, march, gallop) by acting
out the meanings.
KL6: Use words and phrases acquired
through conversations, reading and
being read to, and responding to texts.
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1st Grade English Language Arts Learning Standards
Standards

Essential Skills/Concept

Academic
Vocabulary

Question Stems
(Basic level)

Formulate questions
Formulate answers
Answer questions (who, what, why,
when, where)
Give details
Read for details
Respond in clear, focused sentences
Identify main events, and key details
within a text

• details
• questions
• text
• information
• identify
• events
 key

Who, what, when, where questions
o Who was the story about?
o What was the story about?
o What happened in the story?
o What happened at the beginning, middle, end of
story?
o Ask your partner to share a detail from the text.
What is the most important idea or part of this text?
What can we learn from this book?
What details help us know how ___ does ___?
Where can we find ___?
What details were important?
What events happened first, second, third?

Identify key details.
Identify and verbalize important details
and main topic or idea within a story
or text
Understand retell
Retell the story in sequential order
Identify and verbalize the problem or
conflict in the story
Identify and verbalize how the problem
or conflict was resolved within the
story
Identify topics within text

• retell
• details
• problem
•resolution/ending
• lesson or moral
• sequence
(beginning,
middle, end)
• solve
• main topic

Retell what happened in the story.
What is this story mainly about?
What problems did the characters have?
How did the characters solve their problem?
What lessons were learned in the story?
What are the important details about _____in the text?
What were the important details that your partner
needs to know?
What is the main event?
How do you know this is the main event?
What can we learn from this text?
What is this book mostly about? How do you know?

• characters
• setting
• plot
• events
• sequence

Who are the characters in the story?
Who is the main character in the story?
What is the setting of the story?
What is the problem or plot in the story?
How do the characters in the story solve their problem?

Reading Standards (Literary and Informational Text)
Key Ideas and Details
1R1: Develop and answer questions about
key ideas and details in a text. (RI&RL)

1R2: Identify a main topic or idea in a text
and retell important details. (RI&RL)

1R3: Describe characters, settings, and major Identify characters within the story
events in a story, or pieces of information in Identify main character of the story
a text. (RI&RL)
Demonstrate understanding of the
sequence of events
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Craft and Structure
1R4: Identify specific words that express
feelings and senses. (RI&RL)

1R5: Identify a variety of genres and explain
differences between literary texts and
informational texts. (RI&RL)

Identify and verbalize major story
events citing important details
Understand what is the lesson or moral
in a story
Understand the purpose of
informational text
Understand the structure of
informational text
Use written and graphic elements to
derive meaning (comprehension) of
informational text or story
Connect individuals and events within
informational text
Describe main ideas in informational
text
Distinguish what is an important piece
of information
Link people and their ideas

• problem
• resolution
• lesson or moral
• graphics
• illustrations
• picture
• photograph
• diagram
• labels

What happens at the beginning, middle, end of the
story?
How are the characters behaving or feeling at the
beginning, middle, and end of the story?
How do we know the characters are feeling _____? or
are going to do _____?
What can we learn from this text?
How are _____ and _____ connected in this text?
Do these illustrations/ diagrams/ pictures give you a hint
to what will happen next?
How do you know?
What are the main events in the text?
What happened first, next, last? What caused ___ to
happen?
How do you know? What information tells ______?
What did the characters in the text do next?
What details in the story give you information about the
characters?

Understand the difference between
words and phrases
Identify words and phrases
Understand that some words describe
Understand that a word/phrase can
paint a picture in our minds
Ask and answer questions about story
details
Understand that words are clues to
what characters are thinking or
experiencing
Identify words that indicate use of the 5
senses … see, hear, smell, touch, taste
Identify words that communicate
feelings...happy, sad, angry, worry,
fear

• senses
• feelings
• phrase
• context
• clue

How does the text make you feel when you read it?
Does the character use their five senses in this story?
How do we know the character feels happy, sad, or
angry?
Identify what the character hears, sees, …..?
What words in the story tell us what the setting looks
like?

Understand narrative structure of a
story

• poem
• information
• text

Is this a book that tells a story or gives information?
How do you know?
Explain if it is fiction or nonfiction
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Understand the expository structure
found in informational text
Identify story structure
Identify informational structure
Distinguish between story and
informational text structure
Identify common genres
o Fable
o Narrative
o Fairytale
o Poem/Rhyme
o Magazine –Expository
o Fiction/non-fiction
Identify headings and their purposes
Identify and use table of contents to
locate facts
Identify and use glossary to locate facts
1R6: Describe how illustrations and details
Understand the author's purpose
support the point of view or purpose of the Understand different points of view
text. (RI&RL)
Analyze how the illustration presents
information and ideas
Analyze how the words present
information and ideas
Understand the role of an illustrator
Understand the role of an author
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
1R7: Use illustrations and details in literary
Understand that illustration is a picture
and informational texts to discuss story
or a drawing
elements and/or topics. (RI&RL)
Understand that details are specific
pieces of information that add
meaning to a story
Understand character
Understand and identify major story
events
Understand and identify story setting
Understand that illustrations add details
to the story
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• narrative
• expository
• characters
• fiction
• non-fiction
• table of contents
• glossary
• headings
• fairy tale

What is this book about?
What information can we gather from this book?
Who are the characters?
Where does the story take place?
What happens in the story?
Can you identify the different parts of this book?
Can you explain how the different parts are used?
If you wanted to find the meaning of a word in this book
where would you look?
Look in the table of contents and find the page number
for _____?
Which type of text would you use to search for facts?
Why?
Which type of text will tell you a story? How do you
know?

• point of view
• purpose
• quotations
• illustration
• illustrator

What does the author do?
What does the illustration do?
Do you think they would work together on a book?
Why would a book need an illustrator and an author?
What do the illustrations tell us about the words?
What do the words tell us about the illustrations?

• characters
• settings
• events
• illustrations
• details
• relationship

What is an illustration?
Where can we look to find details about the story
characters (ex. How they look, where they live)?
How do illustrations help us understand the events in
the story?
Describe details from illustrations.
Where does the story take place (setting)? How do we
know?
What can you learn from the illustrations?
What do you think the writer is trying to say? What in
the picture helps you think that?
Why do you think the illustrator put in that picture?

Identify the sequence of the main
events of a story using details in
illustration
Recognize an illustration (picture,
photo, drawing)
Know that the illustrations help you
understand more about the text and
the person, place, thing or idea the
text is about
With help, connect the illustrations to
the message
1R8: Identify specific information an author
or illustrator gives that supports ideas in a
text. (RI&RL)

Know how to link people and their ideas
Know that an author writes to share
what he/she thinks
Know that authors use details to help
make a point
Understand that authors try to explain
their thinking
Know that an author may have more
than one reason to explain his
thinking.
Know that the illustrations help you
understand more about the text and
the person, place, thing or idea the
text is about

1R9: Make connections between self and text Understand comparison (similarities)
(texts and other people/ world). (RI&RL)
Understand contrast (differences)
Understand what an experience is
Identify similarities (comparisons)
Identify differences (contrasts)
Make comparisons between characters
Understand the “who” and “what”
within stories
Understand two texts can be on the
same topic but have different
information
Identify the similarities in the two texts
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Does the illustration match what the writer is trying to
say?
How do you think the story and the pictures are
connected?
Describe how the picture helps you understand what
the author has written.

• reasons
• author
• illustrator
• tells
• writing
• text
• support
• points

What does the writer think about this problem?
Why do you think the author wrote that?
Were there any reasons why you think the author
like…?
What in the writing made you think that?
What were the reasons the author wrote this piece?
How and where did the author support his reasoning?
What important points does the author make?

• compare
(similarities)
• contrast
(differences)
• connection
• experiences
• characters
• illustration
• text
• connection
• self

How is ____ similar to ____ in a story?
How are _____ and ____ different?
How are your experiences similar (compare)?
How are your experiences different (contrast)?
What can we learn from this text?
We read two books, what is different about them?
What is the same?
Complete a graphic organizer showing the similarities
and differences of the two texts/ text and self?
What connections can you make with the text and your
own life?

Identify the differences between the
two texts
Understand what a connection is
Discuss and explain the importance of
cultural differences

What connections can you make between this text and
another text you have read?
What information in this text is true in your community?
What information in this text is true about people in
your community?

Reading Standards (Foundational Skills)
Print Concepts
1RF1: Demonstrate understanding of the
organization and basic features of print.
1RF1a: Recognize the distinguishing
features of a sentence (e.g., first word,
capitalization, ending punctuation).

Phonological Awareness
1RF2: Demonstrate understanding of spoken
words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes).
1RF2a: Count, blend and segment single
syllable words that include consonant
blends.
1RF2b: Create new words by manipulating
individual sounds (phonemes) in spoken
one- syllable words.
1RF2c: Manipulate individual sounds
(phonemes) in single-syllable spoken
words.

Know that sentences begin with a
capital letter
Know that a sentence conveys a
complete thought
Know that sentences need ending
punctuation
o question ?
o period .
o exclamation !
Basic capitalization (first letter of
sentence, proper nouns)
Serial order Left to Right
Know that print contains message

• organization
• word
• sentence
• beginning
• ending
• punctuation
• capitalization
• question mark
• period
• exclamation
mark
• proper noun
• capital
• lower case

Show me where to begin reading.
Distinguish UC from LC letters
What punctuation mark ends this sentence?
Did you start the sentence with a capital letter?
How should you start that sentence?
How should your sentence end?
What punctuation do you need at the end of your
sentence?

Know the sound symbol
correspondence of all short and long
vowel sounds Identify vowels/vowel
sounds within single syllable words
(ex. cvc words) Isolate and blend
phonemes in single syllable words
Identify phonemes in the initial, medial
and final position in spoken single
syllable words
Articulate simple decodable words,
identifying all phonemes in the initial,
medial and final position
Segment phonemes in proper order. (ex.
c-a-t = cat)
Identify consonant blends
Combine 2 consonants to form a blend

• distinguish
• vowel
• long vowel
• short vowel
• consonant
• sound
• segment
• blend
• syllable
• initial (beginning)
• medial (middle)
• final (end)

What sound do we hear at the beginning of ___?
What sound do we hear in the middle of ___?
What sound do we hear in the end ___?
What is the first sound in ___? Last ___?
Stretch the word ___,
On your arm, tap the sounds you hear in ___.
What word do you make by putting together the
sounds?
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Phonics and Word Recognition
1RF3: Know and apply phonics and word
analysis skills in decoding words.

Understand that sometimes two
consonant letters make one sound
Identify a vowel as long or short
1RF3a: Know the letter-sound
Read and pronounce the sounds
correspondences for common blends and
represented in one – syllable words
consonant digraphs (e.g., sh, ch, th).
Know that many words that end in
“e,” the vowel has a long sound
1RF3b: Decode long vowel sounds in
Understand that words have parts and
regularly spelled one-syllable words (e.g.,
each part needs a vowel
final –e conventions and common vowel
Use inflectional ending like –ed, -es-ing,
teams).
to read words
1RF3c: Decode regularly spelled one-syllable Know the role that inflectional endings
play in making words
words.
Know rules for breaking words apart like
1RF3d: Determine the number of syllables
double consonants, inflected endings
in a printed word by using knowledge
Understanding that each syllable must
that every syllable must have a vowel
contain a vowel sound, use this
sound.
knowledge to identify syllables within
written words.
1RF3e: Decode two-syllable words
Ability to decode simple two syllable
following basic patterns by breaking the
words following the vowel pattern for
words into syllables.
syllable division.
Ability to recognize and read grade 1
1RF3f: Recognize and identify root words
irregularly spelled words/sight words
and simple suffixes (e.g. run, runs, walk,
and words with inflectional endings
walked).
(look, looked)
1RF3g: Read most common high-frequency
words by sight.
Fluency
1RF4: Read beginning reader texts,
Understand meaning is contained in text
appropriate to individual student ability,
Has early self monitoring/correcting
with sufficient accuracy and fluency to
behaviors
support comprehension.
Use re-reading as a strategy to help
understand text
1RF4a: Read beginning reader texts,
Can identify clues to aid comprehension
appropriate to individual student ability, Know how punctuation works to help
orally with accuracy, appropriate rate,
comprehension
and expression on successive readings.
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• decode
• syllable
• sounds
• silent e
• vowel
• consonant
• pattern
• endings
• digraph
•suffix
• root word

(point to a letter) Is this a vowel or consonant?
What can you do when you get to a word you don’t
know?
What letters do you hear at the beginning, middle, end
of this word?
Stretch the sounds…. now put them together quickly.
Can you hear the differences between long and short
vowel sounds?
Which letter is silent?
What’s the vowel pattern in this word? What vowel
sound does it make?
Which 2 letters make 1 sound? Together, what sound
do they make?
How many syllables does this word have?
Tap out the syllables in the word…..
What’s the root word? What’s the suffix?

• fluency
• accuracy
• expression
• recognition
• comprehension
• reread
• punctuation
• period
• comma

What can you do when you get to a word or part you
don’t know?
How can you help yourself understand the text?
Can you get your mouth ready for the first sound….,,
stretch the sounds.
Reread the sentence again, make it sound like talking.
Reread the story from the beginning.
What is this book about?
What clues help you understand what the text is about?

• context clues
• text

What do we do with our voice when we reach a period,
comma?

• opinion
• reasons
• topic
• details
• title
• personal
experience

What did you like best?
What do you think about __?
What makes you like/dislike/feel about __?
Name your favorite book or story.
Why did you choose this book or story?
What are you going to write about? Why?
Tell me something you like about ____. Why?
How will you begin / end your writing?

1W2: Write an informative/explanatory text Write complete sentences
to introduce a topic, supplying some facts
Identify fact vs opinion
to develop points, and provide some sense Explain what they are writing about
of closure.
Organize ideas so they can be written
logically
Write an introduction sentence
Put facts into sentences
Write a closing statement

• information
• facts
• explanation
• write
• details
• topic
• introduction
• closure

Chose a topic to write about.
Decide what information you will write about.
How will you organize your ideas?
What is your topic sentence?
What details do you have to support your topic?
Where will you get your information?
How will you introduce/close your writing piece?

1W3: Write narratives which recount real or
imagined experiences or events or a short
sequence of events.

• sequence
• event
• time
• order

Tell me about _________.
What event happened first, next, etc.?
When did you do this?
What was your main event?
Can you organize your thoughts using sequencing?
What words would you use to signal another event?

1RF4b: Use context to confirm or selfcorrect word recognition and
understanding, rereading as necessary.

Writing Standards
Text Types and Purposes
1W1: Write an opinion on a topic or personal Understand the concept of having an
experience; give two or more reasons to
opinion vs facts
support that opinion.
Verbally express an opinion
Support an opinion with two reasons
Verbally retell a familiar event or
experience noting details
Identify a topic of interest
Select a topic of interest to write about
Describe a personal experience
Identify a favorite book, story,
information text
Write a brief opinion piece about a
book, story, or informational text
Provide a reason for that opinion
Provide enough detail to bring the
written piece to a reasonable closure

Ability to retell familiar events in
sequence order
Identify major events
Write a brief narrative around a center
focus
Bring the writing to an end
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When did the events happen?
1W4: Create a response to a text, author,
theme or personal experience (e.g., poem,
dramatization, art work, or other).

Retell / recall key details
Describe personal experiences
Write sentences with details
Describe the theme
Respond to a writing prompt about text,
author, theme, personal experience
Correlate response to prompt

W5: Begins in grade 4.
Research to Build and Present Knowledge
1W6: Develop questions and participate in
Understand how to use a computer
shared research and explorations to answer Know how to send a document to the
questions and to build knowledge.
printer
Know how to use the computer toolbar,
mouse, functional commands (save,
print)
Work collaboratively with a partner
Share information with partner
Create questions to guide research
Select pertinent information
Organizing the information collected
Understand the reason to share
information/research
1W7: Recall and represent relevant
information from experiences or gather
information from provided sources to
answer a question in a variety of ways.

Answer a question with relevant
information
Write simple sentences
Understand informational texts
structure
Locate information within text
Connect experiences to a question
Organizing the information collected
Understand ways to answer a question

Speaking and Listening
Comprehension and Collaboration
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• response
• details
• retell
• recall
• theme
• sentence
• author
• writing prompt

Can you tell me what happened?
Can you give me information using who, what, when,
why, and where?
Describe why this event or person is important?
What details will you add to support the topic?
What details are the most important to include in your
writing?
How do you know your response matches the writing
prompt?

• cooperate
• computer
• keyboard
• monitor/screen
• information
• research
• sources

Can you turn on your computer?
What information are you looking for?
How will you file/store your information?
What information is most important to the research
topic?
How will you present/share your information?
Where will you look for information?
Did you find a website that was most helpful?

• research
• directions
• sequence
• instruction
• fact
• fiction
• relevant

From where will your information come?
Was this book fact or fiction?
How do you know if it is fact or fiction?
What do you do first, second, third, etc.?
Locate ____ in the text.
In what way will you answer the question?

1SL1: Participate in collaborative
Know that when talking there are rules
conversations with diverse peers and adults
that we follow such as, not
(e.g., in small and large groups and during
interrupting when another person is
play).
speaking
Know that when listening to someone,
1SL1a: Follow agreed-upon rules for
we need to look at them
discussions and participate by actively
Know that when we are listening to
listening, taking turns, and staying on
someone, we need to respond about
topic.
the same thing
Volley in the conversation
1SL1b: Build on others’ talk in
Realize when your partner becomes
conversations by responding to the
confused in the conversation
comments of others through multiple
Ask questions for clarity
exchanges.
Understand friends have different
thinking or ideas
1SL1c: Ask questions to clear up any
confusion about topics and texts under
discussion.

• conversation
• partner
• take turns
• listen carefully
• interrupting

Talk to your partner about…
Talk to your group about…
Ask your partner ____ .
Tell your partner what you think about ____.
Tell your partner what you have liked so far.
Tell your group what you have learned about…
Can you say that again?
I didn’t understand?
Excuse me, can I say something?

• title
• story
• ask
• author
• retell
• partner
• video
• text
• details

Look at the title, what do you think this text is about?
What happened in the story?
If you had to ask one question about the story what
would it be?
What did you learn when you read this book?
What is the author trying to tell you?
Retell the story to your partner
What do you think the video is telling us?
What is the one thing you learned from looking at the
text, picture, video?

• speaker
• important
• understand

What did the speaker say?
What does the speaker think?
What was the most important part that you heard?

1SL1d: Consider individual differences when
communicating with others.
1SL2: Develop and answer questions about
key details in diverse texts and formats.

Listen with the intent to remember
what is being read
Determine the message from the
illustration/text
Recognize important details
Understand the importance of the title
and how it relates to the text
Identify the common topic among
different formats
Know how to ask appropriate questions
Answer questions to show that you
understand
Know how to create questions that
relate to the text

1SL3: Develop and answer questions to clarify Understand what is being said
what the speaker says and identify a
Ask important questions
speaker’s point of view.
Answer important questions

31

Ask for more information
Know how to organize information
Know how to ask questions when
meaning is lost
Understand point of view
Determine the point of view

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
1SL4: Describe familiar people, places, things, Understand the event
and events with relevant details, expressing Understand that a place can be a
ideas clearly.
building, city, space, or location
Know and use sensory words
Know and use positional words
Know and use multiple descriptive
words

• information
• detail
• describe
• point of view

What would you say if you didn’t understand the
speaker?
What would be one question that you could so you
could find out more information?
What was the most important detail?
I didn’t understand, can you say it again?
Can you tell me more about it so I can understand
better?

• details
• character
• describe
• relevant

Where / When did the event take place?
What did the person/place look like/ sound like/act like?
How did you felt when you saw /heard...?
Tell me more about your idea/feelings.

1SL5: Create or utilize existing visual displays
to support descriptions to clarify ideas,
thoughts, and feelings.

Choose a topic to speak about
Be able to describe and use adjectives
Use a picture or a media presentation
Use magazine pictures or clip art to
mark posters to support your idea
Understand that charts, graphs or
illustrations help increase
understanding

• voice
• topic
• speaking
• illustration
• clarify
• express
• ideas
• feelings
• description
• clarify
• thoughts

What topic will you be speaking about today?
How does your illustration help clarify your thoughts?
What will you use to help your presentation?
Can you add more information that will help clarify your
ideas?
How will you organize your presentation?
What descriptive words can you use to help your
presentation be more informative and interesting

1SL6: Express thoughts, feelings, and ideas
clearly, using complete sentences when
appropriate to task, situation, and
audience.

Under that there are times when using
complete sentences is required
Know that complete sentences express
a thought
Know and use different sentence types
(declarative, interrogative,
exclamatory, and imperative) in
response to prompts and situations

• share
• topic
• event
• important
• voice
• audience

What would you like to share today?
What is your topic?
How would you say that in a complete sentence?
You told who, but can you tell us what they were doing?
Can you tell more about where, who.
Why did you choose that type of sentence?
Who are you talking to--who is your audience?
What’s a good way to say that to (name the audience)?
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Language Standards
Conventions of Academic Language/Language for Learning

*L1 and L2 are organized within grade bands and are not meant to be accomplished by the end of 1st grade.
*Local curriculum choices will determine which specific skills are included in 1st grade.

Knowledge of Language
L3: Begins in grade 2
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
1L4: Determine or clarify the meaning of
Understand and know many common
unknown and multiple-meaning words and words
phrases, choosing flexibly from an array of Understand that some words have other
strategies.
meanings
Use context = to help determine a new
1L4a: Use sentence-level context as a clue
meaning for a known word
to the meaning of a word or phrase.
Know root words and their inflectional
forms
1L4b: Use frequently occurring affixes as a
clue to the meaning of a word.

• root word
• strategy
• word meaning
• prefix
• suffix
• context clue

Can you other the words in the sentence to understand
a word you don’t know?
Does this word have a suffix?
How does the suffix change the meaning of the word?
Can you use a word with a suffix in a sentence?
What else could that word mean?
What strategy did you use to understand that word?

• synonym
• antonym
• category
• sort
• attribute
• noun
• adjective
• verb

Can you write a synonym for _______?
Can you write an antonym for _______?
Looking at these five words synonyms, write them from
the least powerful to the most powerful.
Can you and your partner sort these words into groups?
Can you give me an explanation of why you grouped
your words in this way?
What does it look like when you stare versus glare at
someone?
What people/places/things can be described as__?
What’s the difference between a noun and verb?
Name the noun and the verb in this sentence.

1L4c: Identify frequently occurring root
words (e.g., look) and their inflectional
forms (e.g., looks, looked, looking).
1L5: Demonstrate understanding of word
relationships and nuances in word
meanings.

Understand parts of speech
Distinguish between nouns and
adjectives
Distinguish between nouns and verbs
1L5a: Sort words into categories (e.g.,
Understand synonyms and antonyms
colors, clothing) to gain a sense of the
Understand shades of meaning for
concepts the categories represent.
appropriate usage
Understand the relationship between
1L5b: Define words by category and by one
groups of words
or more key attributes (e.g., a duck is a
Sort words into categories
bird that swims; a tiger is a large cat with
Act out verbs and adjectives that differ
stripes).
in intensity
1L5c: Use words for identification and
description, making connections between
words and their use (e.g., places at home
that are cozy).
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1L5d: Distinguish shades of meaning among
verbs differing in manner (e.g., look, peek,
glance, stare, glare, scowl) and adjectives
differing in intensity (e.g., large, gigantic)
by defining or choosing them or by acting
out the meanings.
1L6: Use words and phrases acquired through Understand the importance of sequence
conversations, reading and being read to,
in retelling what you have read
and responding to texts, including using
Retell the most important events and
frequently occurring conjunctions to signal
then add details
simple relationships (e.g., because).
Understand cause and effect events
Ask questions of difficult events
Discuss with partner the events in the
story and how the problem was
solved.
Understand how a conjunction is used
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• retell
• details
• important
• event
• problem
• solution
• differently
• conjunction
• cause
• effect

Can you retell the story in your own words and add
details?
What was the most important event in the story? Why?
Was there a problem? If so, how was this problem
solved?
What caused the problem?
What happened because of the problem? action?
What was the solution? How did it help?
Would you have solved the problem differently?
What was the main idea of the text?
How do the details support the main idea in the text?

2nd Grade English Language Arts Learning Standards
Standards

Essential Skills/Concept

Academic
Vocabulary

Question Stems
(basic level)

• passage
• demonstrate
• text
• details
• key details
• information

Who is this story about?
Where did it take place?
Which details are really important to the story?
How does knowing where the story takes place, help
us understand the story?
Where can you find the key details in the text?
How do you know that is a key detail?
What might you want to know about…?
What details are important in order to tell the story /
teach someone the information?
How do the key details make a difference at the end of
the story?

• retell
• summarize
• central idea
• problem
• main topic
• key details

What is the central idea of this text?
What is the topic sentence in this paragraph?
What additional details does the author give us in this
paragraph that helps us understand the main topic?
Construct the main ideas of multiple paragraphs in a
text
What map or graphic organizer can be used to keep
track of the main ideas of each paragraph?
List some of the supporting details in found in this
multi-paragraph text.

Reading Standards (Literary and Informational Text)
Key Ideas and Details
2R1: Develop and answer questions to
Develop questions about key ideas and
demonstrate an understanding of key ideas
details
and details in a text. (RI&RL)
Answer questions (who, what, where,
when, why)
Understand which details are more
important to the story
Demonstrate how the key details
support or move the story forward
Identify main ideas and details within
the text

2R2: Identify a main topic or central idea and
retell key details in a text; summarize
portions of a text. (RI&RL)

Restate an idea from the text
Understand the purpose of a summary
Summarize the paragraph(s)
Determine the central idea about the
information or text
Identify main topic within a multiparagraph text
Identify the topic sentence of each
paragraph in a text
Determine how each paragraph
supports the main topic
Identify main idea or central idea, key
details in a multi-paragraph text
Understand how to retell details in a
multi-paragraph text
Outline portions of a text
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2R3: In literary texts, describe how characters Identify major events and details of
respond to major events and challenges.
story in sequential order (problem(RL) In informational texts, describe the
resolution)
connections among ideas, concepts, or a
Identify major event(s) in a story
series of events. (RI)
Describe how characters face different
events and challenges in story
Understand that characters change as a
result of what happens during the
story
Compare and contrast ideas or concepts
Comprehend and show understanding
of a series of events
Describe how one event influences
another

• major event
• characters
• concepts
• challenges
• series of events
• sequence
• timeline

Craft and Structure
2R4: Explain how words and phrases in a text Distinguish between words and phrases • emphasis
suggest feelings and appeal to the senses. Understand that sometimes when a
• pattern
(RI&RL)
word is used in a phrase, the meaning • repetition
of the word may change
Describe how a word/phrase can evoke
a feeling
Describe the use of sensory language in
a text
2R5: Describe the overall structure of a text,
including describing how the beginning
introduces the text and the ending
concludes the text. (RI&RL)

Describe the difference between a
literary and informational text
Understand that the beginning of a
story introduces the characters and
settings
Describe the actions that occur at the
ending of the story
Know that actions in the story help lead
to a resolution
Determine how sequence of the
story/text determines the conclusion
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• structure
• introduce
• conclude
• describe
• section
• summary
• indent
• paragraph
• main idea
• topic
• sentence

Retell the story in sequential order.
How do the characters respond to important
challenges in the story?
What effect do the events in the story have on the
characters?
How could the characters have responded differently?
How does the character change?
How did inventing ____ change history?
How does what we read connect to __
(idea/concept/event)?
Which step would you do first? Which would you do
last?
How has ____ changed over time?
How are these ideas (or concepts) the same and how
they are different?
Does this timeline match the sequence the events?
Compare the events to your life/community. What can
we learn?
What is the difference between a word and a
sentence?
Which words from the text evoke a feeling?
Which words from the text create a picture in our
minds of what something looks/sounds/feels like?

Describe the beginning, middle, and end of the story.
What happened to cause ___?
Because of ___, what do you predict will happen?
What was the character’s problem? How was it
solved?
Read to your partner the section where the
character’s problem begins to be solved?
Look at this paragraph/section, why did the author
add ____?
Analyze this paragraph, what is the author trying to
tell you?

2R6: Identify examples of how illustrations,
text features, and details support the point
of view or purpose of the text. (RI&RL)

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
2R7: Demonstrate understanding of story
elements and/or topics by applying
information gained from illustrations or
text features. (RI&RL)

Know the beginning of informational
text starts building knowledge for
more information
Know a paragraph introduces a
different topic
Know a paragraph supports a main idea
Know the sentences in a paragraph add
details about the main idea
Describe how and why a paragraph is
indented
Understand a sentence is a complete
thought

• cause
• effect
• problem
• solution

What information does the author include at the
beginning of the story/text that helps you
understand the rest of the story/text?
In which part of the story does most of the action
occur?
How many paragraphs are on page __?
When and why should you indent a line of text?
What is the topic/ main idea of the paragraph?
What details describe the topic?
How does each sentence build the main idea in this
paragraph?

Demonstrate understanding of text
features: captions, bold print,
subheadings, glossaries, electronic
menus, icons, images, and indices
Determine information from the text
Demonstrate understanding of the
author’s intent
Find additional information in the
illustration
Summarize what was learned from a
section/passage of text with text
features

• section
• chapter
• bold print
• subheading
• caption
• icons
•images
• text features
• glossaries
• indexes
• point of view
• dialogue
• author’s intent
• summarize
• illustration

Describe the difference between the two character’s
point of view?
Can you find____ feature in the text?
Find the index, glossary, a heading.
Put your finger on the word that is bolded.
Are there any words that are written in bold print?
Why do you think the author wrote that word in
bold?
Where would you find a glossary or index in your
book?
Under the subheading of____, find a key fact.
Why are icons important and how do they help us
locate key facts?
Describe the information the author gives you in the
text.
What extra information does the illustration give you?
How does the author describe/ explain __?
What examples can you find to ________?
What conclusions can you draw______?

Understand character, plot, setting, and
resolution setting
Analyze text information & illustrations
to understand the deeper meaning of
the story

• illustrations
• character
• setting
• plot
• digital text
• images

What clues do the illustrations in the story provide to
help you understand the setting/characters in the
story?
What clues do the illustrations in the story provide to
help you understand the plot of the story?
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Use opportunities to explore books or
stories as digital text
Use pictures and diagrams to gather
information for clarification of
meaning
Know that illustrations help you
understand more about the text and
the person, place, thing or idea the
text is about
Connect illustrations with the message
or topic

• diagram
• charts
• graphs
• clarify
• example
• conclusions
• resolution

What did you learn about the characters, setting, or
plot from the words the author used?
How does reading the chart, diagram help you
understand what the author is trying to say?
What information did you gather from the diagram
that aided your understanding?
Restate the important facts from the chart or graph
using the ___.
What examples can you find to ___?
What conclusions can you draw___?
How can you make use of these facts and graphs?
What is the author’s intent in this text?
What does the author explain or describe in this
passage?

2R8: Explain how specific points the author or Be able to justify the author's main
illustrator makes in a text are supported by
points
relevant reasons. (RI&RL)
Know how to link people and their ideas
Know that an author writes to share
what he/she thinks
Know that authors use details to help
make a point
Understand that authors try to explain
their thinking
Know that an author may have more
than one reason to explain his thinking
Connect a specific point to related
evidence in the text/illustration

• reasons
• justify
• explain
• details
• support
• relevant
• illustration
• evidence

What does the writer think about the problem?
Explain in your own words the reasons that support
the author’s main purpose.
Why do you think the author wrote that?
What details did the author use to support his/her
point?
Did the author justify his/her ideas?

2R9: Make connections between self and text Compare and contrast the same text by
(texts and other people/ world). (RI&RL)
different authors
Compare and contrast selected text
from different cultures
Analyze texts
Identify the points the author is making
Identify the key details presented
Describe the similarities of both texts
Relate the main idea to your family/our
community

• compare
• contrast
• author
• culture
• character
• plot
• theme
• story
• interpretation
• illustrations

Why do you think the authors created their own
version of the same story?
What are some of the similarities/differences you
notice in the two stories?
Did the authors change the main ideas in their
versions of the story?
Compare and contrast the differences in the authors’
interpretation.
Which culture (country) is represented in this story?
What is the relationship between the two stories?
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Describe the differences between both
texts
Form an opinion about the text
Determine cultural perspectives and
discuss cultural differences

• key details
• text
• similarities
• differences
• connection

What would have happened in the story if the cultural
setting was different?
State which piece of text you like best/agree with and
why?
How does the text message/main idea connect to
what you know? to your family? to our community?
Read both texts. What is the difference between
them? (contrast)
How are the two pieces a like? (compare)
Can you fill in the Thinking Map showing the
similarities and differences between the two texts?
How were the illustrations used in both books?

• suffix
• prefix
• syllable
• multi-syllable
• irregular
• long and short
vowel

Are there any chunks you know that can help you
figure out what this word means?
Does the word have a suffix or prefix?
How many syllables do you hear in that word?
Are there any patterns you can use to help you write
that word?
By adding the prefix/suffix, how did the word meaning
change?

Reading Standards (Foundational Skills)
Print Concepts
RF1: There is not a grade 2 standard for this
concept. Please see preceding grades for
more information.
Phonological Awareness
RF2: There is not a grade 2 standard for this
concept. Please see preceding grades for
more information.
Phonics and Word Recognition
2RF3: Know and apply phonics and word
analysis skills in decoding words.

Understand that meaningful chunks can
be added to words to change their
meaning
2RF3a: Distinguish long and short vowels
Identify long and short vowels
when reading regularly spelled oneUnderstand that prefixes are added to
syllable words (including common vowel
the beginning of the word
teams).
Know the meaning of common prefixes
such as re-; un- ; dis-; etc.
2RF3b: Decode short and long vowel sounds
Understand that suffixes are added to
in two-syllable words.
the ending of a word
Recognize
the derivational suffixes, ly-; 2RF3c: Decode regularly spelled two-syllable
ish; -hood;- ful; ness; ment; etc, and
words.
how they change the meaning of a
2RF3d: Recognize and identify root words
word.
and common suffixes and prefixes.
Recognize common Latin suffixes, such
as –ment; - ation, -ly; -able/ible; etc.

39

2RF3e: Read all common high-frequency
words by sight.

Recognize and use common syllable
patterns such as doubles
Know and read fluently regularly spelled
words
Know and read fluently all highfrequency words

Fluency
2RF4: Read grade-level text with sufficient
accuracy and fluency to support
comprehension.

Set a purpose for reading
Use expression when reading
Use strategies for self-correction
Skim text to check for understanding
2RF4a: Read grade-level text orally with
Scan text to confirm understanding
accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression Re-read for fluency and comprehension
on successive readings.
Self-monitor for understanding

• strategies
• fluently
• expression
• skim
• scan
• self-monitor

Why did you choose this selection?
What strategies can you use when you don’t
understand the text?
What does it mean to read fluently?
How much did your reading fluency increase?
How does reading with expression help
understanding?
Why is it important to scan the page?
What information did you find when you skimmed the
page?
What changes did you make as you monitored your
reading?
What new information did you understand when you
re-read the paragraph?

• argument
• support claims
• evidence
•relevant
• opinion
• summarize
• restate
• conclusion

Who is your audience?
What is your purpose for writing?
Did I completely explain my opinion of topic or
argument in my paper?
Does the reader know my opinion?
How did I support my opinion with details?
Did I include transitional or linking words?
Did my opinion end with a strong conclusion?
Are my thoughts organized so the reader can follow
my thinking?
Does your conclusion sum up or restate your opinion
or purpose?
What linking words could you use to help your reader
follow your thinking?

2RF4b: Use context to confirm or self-correct
word recognition and understanding,
rereading as necessary.

Writing Standards
Text Types and Purposes
2W1: Write an opinion about a topic or
personal experience, using clear reasons
and relevant evidence.
Please note: Students in 2nd grade should
understand the difference between
opinions and arguments and begin to learn
how to write arguments with claims and
supporting reasons. For example, a student’s
opinion could be “I like cupcakes.” A
student’s claim could be “Cupcakes are the
best snack.” A student’s argument could be
“Cupcakes are the best snack because…”
with supporting reasons and evidence.

Express an opinion and support it with a
reason
Write an opinion about a book or story
with a reason for that opinion
Know common organizational
structures such as cause/effect,
chronological/sequential order;
problem/solution
Know what linking words are and how
to use them when moving from one
reason to another
Know that conclusions should restate or
sum up the writing
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2W2: Write informative/explanatory texts
Know the difference between writing
that introduce a topic, use facts and other
text to inform or explain
information to develop points, use content- Know how to write a topic sentence
specific language, and provide a concluding Know how to group related information
statement or section.
together
Use facts, definitions, and details to
develop topic
Use linking words and phrases to
connect ideas
Know how to conclude by using a
statement or explanation

• topic
• inform
• explain
• topic sentence
• examples
• definitions
• details
• quote
• fact
• conclusion

Are you writing to inform or explain?
What is your topic?
Did you begin you writing with a topic sentence?
What example, definitions, and details will you use to
explain your topic?
Why did you choose this topic?
What details will you use to explain your topic?
What examples would help you explain your topic?
Can you use a quote? Why would this be important?
Where can you find more information about your
topic?
What vocabulary words did you use in this topic?

2W3: Write narratives which recount real or
imagined experiences or a short sequence of
events, including details to describe actions,
thoughts, and feelings; use temporal words
to signal event order, and provide a sense
of closure.

Know that a narrative tells a story
Understand who is telling the story
Know how to move from one event to
another
Use the character’s words to help
explain what is happening in the story
Understand how using time words
moves the story forward
Recognize temporal words
Understand story elements
Understand dialoguing
Know how to provide a sense of closure

• setting
• major/minor
character
• problem
• details
• descriptive words
• information
• events
• details
• experience

Who is your story about?
Where does your story take place? (Setting)
Why was this setting important to your story?
Did you use words like earlier, later, soon, to show
how time is changing in the story?
What problem will the main character face?
Does the problem change the character’s acts or
thoughts?
Have you used details that will help your readers see
and know the characters?
What events will lead up to your conclusion?
Where can you add more descriptive words and
information to make your story more exciting?

2W4: Create a response to a text, author,
theme or personal experience (e.g., poem,
play, story, art work, or other).

Retell/recall key details
Describe the theme
Understand the purpose for writing
Understand audience
Recognize and use organizational
structures such as chronological order,
cause and effect, etc

• purpose
• audience
• chronological order
• sequential order
• cause/effect
• develop
• personal
experience

What is your purpose for writing this piece?
Who is your audience?
How will you organize your writing?
What information will you need to add to help your
reader understand?
Where can you add more information to help the
reader understand?
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W5: Begins in grade 4.
Research to Build and Present Knowledge
2W6: Develop questions and participate in
shared research and explorations to answer
questions and to build knowledge.

2W7: Recall and represent relevant
information from experiences or gather
information from provided sources to
answer a question.

Have basic keyboarding skills
Know how to use the following toolbar
functions:
o bold
o underline
o font style
o font size
o set margins
o page orientation
Have a system for saving and storing
work until it is ready for publishing
Know and use Internet tools such as
search engines (Google, Bing), online
dictionaries and thesaurus, spell and
grammar check
Be able to use presentation tools
Know and use print commands
Know how to work together

• technology
• digital
• publish
• search engine
• toolbar
• spellchecker

Have you and your group decided what you will write
about?
How will you divide the work so that you all contribute
to the project?
Where will you save your work until you are ready to
print?
Which program will you use to publish your work?
What online resources can you use to gather
information?

Identify the details of an experience
Know how to select a topic that can be
researched
Understand how to use reference
materials such as encyclopedias, atlas,
search engines or databases
Understand how to use keywords for
searching a topic
Determine what information collected
addresses the question
Develop/Use a method to collect
information (note taking, graphic
organizer, etc)
Understand how to summarize
information
Understand organizational structures that
are used when writing a research report
Know how to cite sources

• topic
• sources
• information
• key words
• online
• information
• credit
• cite
• bibliography
• citation page
• summarize

What is the topic of your report?
Can you narrow your topic?
What sources will you use to find information?
What key words can you use to find your topic online?
Where can you go to find more information?
Who does the original work belong to?
How will you give your sources credit?
What is the page called where you will list your
sources?
How will your group divide the work?
What information did you collect that best answers
the question?
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Speaking and Listening
Comprehension and Collaboration
2SL1: Participate in collaborative
conversations with diverse peers and adults
in small and large groups and during play.

Use the teacher model for active
listening and staying on topic
Use the teacher model for small and
large group discussion
2LS1a: Follow agreed-upon rules for
Follow class rules for discussion
discussions and participate by actively
Ask questions to check understanding
listening, taking turns, and staying on
Know how to volley in conversation or
topic.
discussion
Be aware of topics/texts that are being
2SL1b: Build on others’ talk in conversations
discussed
by linking their comments to the remarks
Know how to respond to the ideas of
of others through multiple exchanges.
others in the group
Use
acceptable structures for building
2SL1c: Ask for clarification and further
on the ideas of other side as of others
explanation as needed about topics and
Know
how to express ideas that are
texts under discussion.
similar or different from those already
2SL2d: Consider individual differences
expressed
when communicating with others.
Be aware that others have different
ideas or thoughts to share

• collaboration
• conversation
• discussion
• comments
• clarification

Do you agree with your partner regarding the text?
Why or why not?
How can you encourage your partner to say more
about his thoughts?
Is there anything you can add to your partner’s
comment?
What word or phrase links your comment to another
person’s comment?
When you work in your groups what rules are needed
for listening and speaking?
How is your thinking like your partner’s? different?
What words did your partner use in the conversation
that say the same as you?

2SL2: Recount or describe key ideas or details Recognize the main ideas presented in
of diverse texts and formats.
text
Recognize supporting details
Understand visual, oral, and digital
informational formats
Recognize what information is being
conveyed through diverse media, such
as graphs, videos, and digital
resources

• oral
• media
• video
• graphs
• graphics
• charts
• main idea
• supporting ideas
• summarize
• retell/recount

What was the main idea of the video can you discuss
with your partner?
How did you decide this was the main idea?
Using your own words, summarize the video with your
partner?
Can you explain this graph?
This chart explains ____?
Why is information put into charts or graphs?
Can you think of any other information that could be
graphed or charted?

2SL3: Develop and answer questions about
what a speaker says; agree or disagree with
the speaker’s point of view, providing a
reason(s).

• speaker
• information
• detail
• point
• point of view

What did the speaker say?
What was the most important part that you heard?
What would you say if you didn’t understand the
speaker?

Understand what is being said
Ask important questions
Answer important questions
Ask for more information

43

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
2SL4: Describe people, places, things, and
events with relevant details, expressing
ideas and feelings clearly.

2SL5: Include digital media and/or visual
displays in presentations to clarify or
support ideas, thoughts, and feelings.

Know the point at which they become
confused
Realize when additional information is
needed for understanding
Use active listening skills
Restate the speaker’s point before
adding your own
Know when and how to agree/disagree
Support your point with a reason

• reason

What would be one question that you could ask so you
could find out more information?
What was the most important detail?
How does your point of view match/differ from the
speaker’s?
What is an acceptable way to disagree with what
someone is saying?
What reason do you have for your point?

Understand strategies for organizing a
presentation/discussion such as
brainstorming, the use of graphic
organizer, or Thinking Maps
Understand organizational structure for
presentation/conversation such a
chronology, problem/solution, cause
and effect, before and after
Know that stories are organized with a
beginning, a middle, and an end
Understand that presentations or
conversations usually have theme
Know that reports have an introduction,
body with supporting details, and a
conclusion
Understand that good
presentation/conversation skills
include speaking clearly, with good
pacing, and making eye contact
Connect your feeling to something the
speaker said

•
•
•
•
•

What is the theme of your presentation?
Are your facts relevant to the event/place?
What descriptive words or language did you use?
When you related the events, did they have a
beginning, a middle, and an end?
Does the order of your presentation make sense?
What’s the best way to express your idea or feeling
about people/place/event?

Understand how to use presentation
equipment
Understand how to include/use relevant
digital media in presentations
Understand voice pitch and inflection
Create visual displays such as legends,
charts, graphs, and display boards

• presentation
• display
• visual
• theme
• digital media
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theme
relate
recount
recall
relevant

What is the theme of your presentation?
What visuals will you use to enhance your
presentation?
How will you emphasize important words or points?
How did you monitor your pacing?
At what time in your presentation will you show your
visuals?

Select stories or poems for recording

2SL6: Express thoughts, feelings, and ideas
clearly, adapting language according to
context.

Understand different levels of speech
styles
Recognize when formal or informal
English is appropriate
Understand that talking with friends is
informal speech
Use academic, content specific
vocabulary when presenting formally
Use complete sentences in formal
presentations
Know that when constructing a formal
response, Standard English grammar
and language convention must be
used

Do your visuals support your presentation theme?
Did you choose a video clip, sound byte or a recording
of a book/poem? How did you decide? What is the
purpose?
• audience
• formal English
• informal English
• presentation
• respond
• specific vocabulary

Who is your audience?
Would you use formal or informal English with this
audience?
Why would you use formal English?
Why would you use informal English?
What type of language do you use when talking with
friends?
What type of language do you use when giving a
presentation?
What is the specific vocabulary that relates to your
topic?
When will you use this specific vocabulary?

Language Standards
Conventions of Academic English/Language for Learning (See Appendix A)

* L1 and L2 are organized within grade bands and are meant to be accomplished by the end of

2nd grade

*Local curriculum choices will determine which specific skills are included in 2nd grade.

Knowledge of Language
2L3: Use knowledge of language and its
conventions when writing, speaking,
reading, or listening.
2L3a: Compare academic and
conversational uses of English.

Understand basic punctuation rules
Understand basic capitalization rules
Understand basic grammar rules
Recognize that words have different
shades of meaning
Know that punctuation like commas,
exclamation, and question marks can
be used for effect and comprehending
text or listening
Determine the difference between
academic and conversational English
Distinguish between situations that call
for the academic use of English versus
the conversational use for English
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• purpose
• presentation
• audience
• tone
• style
• punctuation
• grammar
• precise
• thesaurus
• quote
• speech

Have you determined the purpose for your
speech/writing/presentation?
Who will be your audience?
Is the tone or style appropriate to your audience?
Have you followed the rules of punctuation and
grammar?
Did you practice your presentation with your group
and did they provide you with feedback?
In your group, did you talk about using precise
language to convey your ideas?
Did you use a thesaurus to locate other ways to say
____?
Did you use quotes, questions, or exclamations to add
to importance to your writing/presentation?

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
2L4: Determine or clarify the meaning of
unknown and multiple-meaning words and
phrases, choosing flexibly from an array of
strategies.

Understand context clues help provide • multiple meaning
clues to word or phrase meaning
• precise
Identify the most common prefixes and • definition
roots
Know how to use a textbook glossary
2L4a: Use sentence-level context as a clue to Use a print or digital dictionary to locate
the meaning of a word or phrase.
definitions of key words or phrases
Understand that sometimes two words
2L4b: Determine the meaning of the new
can be combined to make a new word
word formed when a known prefix is
added to a known word (e.g.,
happy/unhappy, tell/retell).

What strategies have you used to help you figure out
what this word means?
How did the dictionary or glossary help you figure out
the meaning of the word?
How did reading the sentences around the word help
you determine what the word means?
How will you find help with the word meaning online?
There are two words you know in this word. How can
you use them to help you understand what the word
means?

2L4c: Use a known root word as a clue to
the meaning of an unknown word with
the same root (e.g., addition, additional).
2L4d: Use knowledge of the meaning of
individual words to predict the meaning
of compound words (e.g., birdhouse,
lighthouse, housefly; bookshelf, notebook,
bookmark).
2L4e: Use glossaries and beginning
dictionaries to determine or clarify the
meaning of words and phrases.
2L5: Demonstrate understanding of word
Understand literal and nonliteral
relationships and nuances in word meanings. meanings
Understand that words have shades or
2L5a: Identify real-life connections between degrees of meaning
words and their use.
Understand the connections between
words and their use
2L5b: Use words for identification and
Understand shades of meaning as it
description, making connections between
relates to state of mind or degrees of
words and their use (e.g., describe foods
certainty
that are spicy or juicy).
2L5c: Distinguish shades of meaning among
closely related verbs (e.g., toss, throw,
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• shades of meaning
• literal meaning
• adjectives
• adverbs
• real lifeconnections
• context
• specific

Where do you think the word (quickly) comes from?
What is the author telling us when he used the word
(spicy)?
In what other context could this word be used?
Without changing the meaning, what word(s) could
you add to make the sentence stronger?
What word would best describe this character?
What is the literal meaning of this sentence?
What real-life connection can you make?
Which word is the best to use so that we can really
show what this is like?

hurl) and closely related adjectives (e.g.,
thin, slender, skinny, scrawny).

Let’s make a list from ____ to ____ so that we can
decide which word is best to use (Gradient Scale e.g.,
hot to cold; slow to fast; walk to run)

2L6: Use words and phrases acquired through Practice opportunities to hear words
conversations, reading and being read to,
used in different contexts
and responding to texts, including using
Acquire and use academic words that
adjectives and adverbs to describe (e.g.,
are basic to understanding a concept
When other kids are happy that makes me
Determine which word best describes
happy).
an action, emotion, or state of being
Develop an amount of grade level
academic words and phrases
After hearing or reading a word, the
student begins to use it in the spoken
and written language
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• academic
• specific
• general
• emotions
• actions
• precise
• shades of meaning
• adjective
• adverb
• describe

Today our target word is ___. Look for a chance to use
this word today.
Can you think of a describing word to use that helps
others know what you’re thinking?
What would be a more precise word?
Without changing the meaning of the sentence, which
word can best be used to replace the underlined
part?
What word would best describe ___?
Can you restate this sentence using more precise
words?
Can you replace a word in this sentence with another
word that is more precise or specific?

Next Generation Learning Standards
Conventions of Academic English/Language for Learning
Grade-Band 3rd--5th grade
L1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of academic English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
Produce simple, compound, and complex sentences.
Explain the function of nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs in general as well as in particular sentences.
Use relative pronouns (who, whose, whom, which, that) and relative adverbs (where, when, why).
Explain the function of conjunctions, prepositions, and interjections in general as well as in particular sentences.
Form and use regular and irregular plural nouns.
Use abstract nouns.
Form and use regular and irregular verbs.
Form and use the simple verb tenses (e.g., I walked; I walk; I will walk).
Form and use the progressive verb tenses (e.g., I was walking; I am walking; I will be walking).
Form and use the perfect verb tenses (e.g., I had walked; I have walked; I will have walked).
Use verb tense to convey various times, sequences, states, and conditions.
Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb tense.
Ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement.
Use coordinating and subordinating conjunctions.
Use and identify prepositional phrases.
Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-ons.
Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to, too, two; there, their).
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Next Generation Learning Standards
Conventions of Academic English/Language for Learning
Grade-Band 3rd--5th grade
L2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of academic English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
Capitalize appropriate words in titles.
Use correct capitalization.
Use commas in addresses.
Use commas and quotation marks in dialogue. → Use commas and quotation marks to mark direct speech and quotations from a text.
Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction in a compound sentence.
Use a comma to separate an introductory element from the rest of the sentence.
Use punctuation to separate items in a series.
Form and use possessives.
Use conventional spelling for high-frequency and other studied words, and to add suffixes to base words (e.g., sitting, smiled, cries, happiness).
Use spelling patterns, rules, and generalizations (e.g., word families, position-based spellings, syllable patterns, ending rules, meaningful word parts) in
writing words. → Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.
Use quotation marks or italics to indicate titles of works.
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3rd Grade English Language Arts Learning Standards
Standards

Essential Skills/Concept

Academic
Vocabulary

Question Stems

• details
• sequence
• question
• answer
• demonstrate
• understanding
• text
• inference
• locate
• relevant
• support

Retell the story in sequential order.
Who were the major/minor characters?
What were the major/minor events?
What in the text leads you to that answer?
What details are the most important?
Where can you find _____?
Who or what is this text about?
Where in the text can you find that answer?
What in the text leads you to that answer?
Show me where the author says that.
What are the main ideas about what you are reading?
Show me the text that supports your answer.
Based on what you know and have read, what
inferences can you make? Which details in the text
support those inferences?

3R2: Determine a theme or central idea and Determine the theme (literature) or
explain how it is supported by key details;
central idea (informational) in text
summarize portions of a text. (RI&RL)
Explain how the theme/central idea is
built through key details
Recount the key details
Explain how the key details support the
main idea
Synthesize the message and connect to
other stories or lessons

• theme
• central idea
• convey
• text
• determine
• key details
• support
• infer

What is the theme of the story?
What is the central idea of this information?
How did the author build the theme?
What details does the author use to support the main
idea?
How will you summarize the text?
Which detail do you feel is most important?
What is the main idea?
How do the details of the text support the main
idea/central idea?

3R3: In literary texts, describe character
Determine the sequence of events in a
traits, motivations, or feelings, drawing on story
specific details from the text. (RL) In
Identify major/minor characters
informational texts, describe the
Describe characters by citing their traits,
relationship among a series of events,
motivations, and emotions

• describe
• interpretation of
characters
• character/
character traits

Who are the major/minor characters in the story?
Describe the major/minor characters. How do you
know this?
How do the character’s traits contribute to the story?

Reading Standards (Literary and Informational Text)
Key Ideas and Details
3R1: Develop and answer questions to locate Develop and answer questions (who,
relevant and specific details in a text to
what, when, why, where)
support an answer or inference. (RI&RL)
Refer to text for answers
Synthesize information about in text in
order to answer questions about the
text
Understand the details in the text
Understand inference
Use prior knowledge and details from the
text to support your inference
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ideas, concepts, or steps in a text, using
language that pertains to time, sequence,
and cause/effect. (RI)

Use background knowledge and
experiences to connect to the
characters, event, or concept
Understand and explain how the
characters’ actions contribute to major
events of the story
Describe relationships
Identify events and what led up to them
Be able to sequence the steps in a
procedure
Use the language of time , such as long
ago, in this decade, century, in the
future
Use language of cause and effect,
Understand a “series of events” and
“steps in a text ”
Describe the impact an early event had
on something that happened later in
the text

Craft and Structure
3R4: Determine the meaning of words,
Determine word and phrase meaning
phrases, figurative language, and academic through context
and content- specific words. (RI&RL)
Distinguish between literal and figurative
language
Understand that words may have
multiple meanings
Use root words, Latin and Greek suffixes
and prefixes to determine the meaning
of academic words used in science,
history/social studies
Use antonyms and synonyms as clues to
find the meaning of grade level words

51

• motivation
• emotion (feelings)
• contribute
• specific
• traits
• motivations
• relationship
• series of events
• concepts
• procedure
• sequence
• cause/effect

What were the characters motivations in finding a
resolution to the problem?
How do the character’s actions help move the plot
along?
What motivated the character to __?
What was the result of _____?
How are _____ and _____ related?
What was the result of ____’s idea?
What is the first step to complete this procedure?
What would you expect the result to be at the end?
Tell your partner when this happened?
Work with your group to create a timeline of these
events.
Create a flow map that shows the sequence of events.

• phrases
• figurative
• figure of speech
• literal
• context clues
• distinguish
• determine
• Greek
• Latin
• prefix/suffix
• root words
• dictionary
• glossary
• multiple meanings
• figurative language
• academic word
• content word

Can you tell me what this word or phrase means?
What do you think the author is trying to say when
he/she uses that phrase?
What phrases are literal or nonliteral meanings?
Can you change this phrase from literal to non-literal
(idiomatic expressions)
What clues can you find in the sentence, paragraph
that can help you figure out the meaning of that
word or phrase?
What tools can you use to find the meaning of this
word?
What does the word ____ mean in this sentence?
How does reading the sentences around the word help
you understand its meaning?
Are there any parts of the word that you know?

3R5: In literary texts, identify parts of
stories, dramas, and poems using terms
such as chapter, scene, and stanza. (RL) In
informational texts, identify and use text
features to build comprehension. (RI)

Understand differences between story,
drama, and poem and their parts
(chapter, scene, stanza)
Use vocabulary particular to each genre
when speaking or writing
Describe how each part builds on earlier
sections when discussing or writing
about story, drama, or poems
Identify text features
Understand that text features can be
sources of information
Determine relevant information
Understand the importance of
key words

• drama/play
• stage directions
• act/scene
• cast
• poem/poetry
• verse
• stanza
• text features
• key words
• relevant

Compare and contrast between a story, poem, and a
play?
In a play, what is the importance of having scenes?
In a book, what is the importance of having chapters?
In a poem, what is the importance of having stanzas?
The use of stage directions helps the reader ____?
How does what the author said in an earlier paragraph
help us understand what is happening now?
Can you restate that using the word chapter, stanza, or
scene???
What can you do if you don’t understand?
How is the information organized?
Can you identify a text feature?
How do/does ____ help you better understand the
information in the text?
Can you locate key words?
Where can you locate ______?
Which information would you find more relevant?

3R6: Discuss how the reader’s point of view
or perspective may differ from that of the
author, narrator or characters in a text.
(RI&RL)

Understand point of view
Know what is meant by “first person”
Know what is meant by “third person”
Distinguish between one’s own point of
view and another’s
Demonstrate understanding of author’s
intent by giving examples of
illustration/feature/detail as support
Demonstrate understanding of the
author’s intent
Determine information from the text
Look for language or ideas expressing
what the author believes about the
information they are presenting
Understand who is speaking
Express their own thoughts about the
information they have read
Relate to personal background,
experiences, and interests/preferences

• point of view
• first person
• third person
• narrator
• valid
• text
• authors
• background
• personal
experience
• preference

Who is telling the story in this selection?
Who is the narrator?
Is this selection written in first or third person? How do
you know? What words give clues?
What do you think about what has happened so far?
Do you agree with the author’s message so far?
How would you feel if this was you?
Who is providing the information?
What is the author’s point of view?
Is the author relating information, or is he/she trying
to convince you of an idea?
Do you agree or disagree with what the author has
said so far? Why?
Why do you think the authors describe the events or
experiences differently?
What are your thoughts about what you read?
Why do you think the information is different?
Which information do you feel is most valid? Why?
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Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
3R7: Explain how specific illustrations or
text features contribute to what is
conveyed by the words in a text (e.g.,
create mood, emphasize character or
setting, or determine where, when, why,
and how key events occur). (RI&RL)

Explain how illustrations contribute to
create mood and describe character or
setting
Understand the importance of pictures
and how they relate to text
Understand that informational text gives
the where, when, why, and how events
occur
Understand that key information is found
in the text features that accompany the
text
Explain what information can be gleaned
from text features
Explain what was learned from the text

• illustration
• contribute
• contribution
• convey
• aspect
• mood
• determine
• information
• convey
• event
• occur

What is this text about?
What can you do if you don’t understand?
Looking at the illustration, how does it relate to the
text? Why is this important to help you understand?
Where and when did the event take place?
Why and how did the event occur?
When did the event occur?
How does the illustration help tell the story?
What do the illustrations convey about the character
(mood, setting)?
What is the illustration’s contribution to the story?
What mood does the illustration portray? Did it help
you understand the text?
What do the illustrations tell you about what the
character is like?
How do the illustrations help you understand what is
happening in the story?
How do the text features help you understand the
central idea of the information in the text?

3R8: Explain how claims in a text are
supported by relevant reasons and
evidence. (RI&RL)

Identify facts and details the author has
cited as evidence to support his points
Identify how one sentence is connected
to the sentence before and after it
Understand how a concept continues
from one paragraph to another
Understand cause and effect
Understand comparisons
Understand the importance of
sequencing

• explain
• identify
• claim
• evidence
• support
• relevant
• reason
• detail
• comparison
• cause/effect
• sequential order

What does the author claim?
What details or facts support the author’s claim?
How was the text written? (comparison, cause/effect,
or sequential order)
How does the author connect the ideas in each of the
paragraphs to the topic of the text?
What text evidence is there to support the claim?
What details were important?
How does what this sentence connect with what we
read earlier?

3R9: Recognize genres and make
connections to other texts, ideas, cultural
perspectives, eras, personal events, and
situations. (RI&RL)

Recognize genre in literature, including
stories, dramas, and poetry
Understand theme, setting, and plot
Recognize author

• genres
• poetry
• biography
• fairy tale
• fantasy
• folktale

What is similar in Book A and Book B? What is
different?
How is character X the same in Book A and Book B?
How is he/she different?
How does the setting affect the character’s actions?
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Recognize how a character remains the
same and changes in different stories
or books by the same author
Compare and contrast the themes,
settings and plots
Identify the points the author is trying to
make
Identify the key details presented
Use note-taking to help keep track of key
details and important points in a text
Compare and contrast the points made in
two different texts
Name key details and points that are the
same or different in two texts
Understand that a topic can be
interpreted in different ways due to
unique cultural perspectives

• compare
• contrast
• theme
• setting
• plot
• perspective
• era
• personal
experience
• topics
• connections
• points
• key details

What is the theme of this story? How is it different
from the other stories we have read about this
character?
Is the setting for this story the same or different?
What are the key details in this text?
How will you keep track of the points the authors are
making in each text?
What is the difference in the characters’ perspectives?
Why are they different?
What details does the author use to support his point?
Is there information in this text that was not included
in the other text?
How are the ideas the same in both texts?

• decode
• suffix
• prefix
• multi-syllable
• irregular
• analyze

What is the root word?
What chunks help you figure out what this word says?
Does the word have suffixes or prefixes you know?
How many parts do you hear in that word?
Are there any patterns you can use to help you decode
that word?

Reading Standards (Foundational Skills)
Print Concepts
RF1: There is not a grade 3 standard for this concept. Please see preceding grades for
more information.
Phonological Awareness
RF2: There is not a grade 3 standard for this concept. Please see preceding grades for
more information.
Phonics and Word Recognition
3RF3: Know and apply grade-level phonics
Understand that meaningful chunks can
and word analysis skills in decoding words.
be added to words to change their
meaning
3RF3a: Identify and know the meaning of Name and know the meaning of common
the most common prefixes and suffixes.
prefixes such as re-; un- ; dis-; etc.
Recognize the derivational suffixes, ly-; 3RF3b: Decode multisyllabic words.
ish; -hood;- ful; ness; ment; etc, and
how they change the meaning of a
3RF3c: Identify, know the meanings of,
word
and decode words with suffixes.
Recognize common Latin suffixes, such as
3RF3d: Recognize and read grade–ment; - ation, -ly; -able/ible; etc.
appropriate irregularly spelled words.
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Recognize and use common syllable
patterns such as doubles, to help
decode multisyllabic words
Know and read fluently irregularly
spelled words
Fluency
3RF4: Read grade-level text with sufficient
accuracy and fluency to support
comprehension.

Set a purpose for reading
Use expression when reading
Use strategies for self-correction
Recognize when they have become
3RF4a: Read grade-level text across genres
confused or have lost meaning of the
orally with accuracy, appropriate rate,
text
and expression on successive readings.
Skim the text for general information
Scan the page to find specific information
3RF4b: Use context to confirm or selfRe-read for fluency and comprehension
correct word recognition and
Self-monitor for understanding
understanding, rereading as necessary.

• genre
• poetry
• accuracy
• strategy
• fluent
• expression
• skim
• scan
• self-monitor

Why did you choose this selection?
What can you do when the story/text doesn’t make
sense?
What strategies can you use when you don’t
understand the text?
How has your fluency improved?
Why is it important to read with expression?
What is the difference between skimming and
scanning?
What did you learn after skimming the page?
What were you looking for when you scanned the
page?

• argument
• claim
• cite
• evidence
• point of view
• introduction/
conclusion
statements
• support
• linking words
• restate
• summarize

Who is your audience?
What is your purpose for writing?
How did you state your opinion or preference?
How is your introduction connected to your
conclusion?
How did you organize your writing so it makes sense to
your reader?
When might you use cause and effect instead of
sequence to organize your writing?
How many reasons did you include in your writing?
How do time-order words to help your reader
understand when the events happened?
Does your conclusion sum up or restate your opinion
or purpose?
What linking words did you use t so your reader could
follow your thinking?

Writing Standards
Text Types and Purposes
3W1: Write an argument to support claim(s), Define argument in literary terms
using clear reasons and relevant evidence. Create an argument/make a claim
Cite evidence to support your claim
3W1a: Introduce a claim, supported by
Know common organizational structures
details, and organize the reasons and
such as cause/effect, chronological/
evidence logically.
sequential order; problem/solution
Know what linking words are
3W1b: Use precise language and contentUse linking words to move from one
specific vocabulary.
reason to another
Know that conclusions should restate or
3W1c: Use linking words and phrases to
sum up the writing
connect ideas within categories of
information.
3W1d: Provide a concluding statement or
section.
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3W2: Write informative/explanatory texts to Know the difference between writing
explore a topic and convey ideas and
text to inform and to explain
information relevant to the subject.
Write a topic sentence
Group related information together
3W2a: Introduce a topic and organize
Understand the importance of including
related information together.
illustrations
Use facts, definitions, and details to
3W2b: Develop a topic with facts,
develop a topic
definitions, and details; include
Use linking words and phrases to connect
illustrations when useful for aiding
ideas
comprehension.
Conclude writing by using a statement or
explanation
3W2c: Use precise language and contentspecific vocabulary.
3W2d: Use linking words and phrases to
connect ideas within categories of
information.

• topic
• paragraph
• inform
• explore
• convey ideas
• precise
• linking
words/phrases
• content-specific
language
• concluding
statement
• topic sentence
• examples
• quotations

Are you writing to inform or explain?
What is your topic?
How does is your topic developed?
What example, definitions, and details will you use to
explain your topic?
What content vocabulary will you use in your writing?
Why did you choose this topic?
Conference with a partner--in what places can you use
more precise language?
How might an illustration help the reader’s
comprehension?
In what part of your explanation would using a
definition help the reader’s comprehension?

• setting
• major/minor
character
• problem
• details
• descriptive words
• information
• events
• details
• experience
• temporal words

Who is your story about?
Where does your story take place? (Setting)
Why was this setting important to your story?
Do you have major and minor characters
What problem will the main character face?
Does the problem change the characters acts or
thoughts?
Have you used details that will help your readers see
and know the characters?
What events will lead up to your conclusion?
Where can you add more descriptive words and
information to make your story more exciting?

3W2e: Provide a concluding statement or
section.
3W3: Write narratives to develop real or
imagined experiences or events using
effective techniques, descriptive details,
and clear event sequences.

Know that a narrative tells a story
Understand who is telling the story
Move from one event to another
Use the characters words to help explain
what is happening in the story
3W3a: Establish a situation and introduce Recognize transitional words
a narrator and/or characters.
Understand story elements
Understand dialoguing
3W3b: Use descriptions of actions,
Identify temporal words and use them to
thoughts, and feelings to develop
transition into different parts of the
experiences and events or show the
story
response of characters to situations.
Use descriptive language
3W3c: Use temporal words and phrases to Provide a conclusion
signal event order.
3W3d: Provide a conclusion.
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3W4: Create a response to a text, author,
theme or personal experience (e.g., poem,
play, story, art work, or other).

Write in a sequential manner
Understand why you are writing
Understand for whom you are writing
Understand the writing
Understand how the response moves
from beginning to end, or from
introduction to conclusion
Recognize and use organizational
structures such as chronological order,
cause and effect, etc
Choose a type of response (poem, play,
narrative, story, art, electronic, etc)
Respond to a writing prompt

W5: Begins in grade 4.
Research to Build and Present Knowledge
3W6: Conduct research to answer questions, Know how to use search engines such as
including self-generated questions, and to
Google
build knowledge.
Know how to use the library to locate
print resources such as books and
magazines
Understand how to create summary
Know how to organize information
Understand how to use note-taking
strategies, such as the use of index
cards, graphic organizers, notebooks,
etc.
Cite sources
Search using keywords
Have a system for saving and storing
work until it is ready for publishing
Use presentation programs
Know and use print commands
3W7: Recall relevant information from
experiences or gather information from
multiple sources; take brief notes on
sources and sort evidence into provided
categories.

Recall pertinent information based on
personal experiences
Know how to select a topic that can be
researched
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• organize
• purpose
• audience
• prompt
• sequential order
• cause/effect
• develop
• persuade
• entertain
• inform

What is the purpose for writing this piece?
In which way will you respond to this writing prompt?
Why are you writing this piece?
Who will be reading your writing?
Who is your audience?
How will you organize your writing?
What information will you need to add to help your
reader understand?
Where can you add more information to help the
reader understand?
Are there any events or details you need to add so that
your response is complete and well organized?

• technology
• digital
• search engine
• toolbar
• restate
• plagiarism
• cite
• keywords

Where will you save your work until you are ready to
print?
What program will you use to publish your work?
Word? PowerPoint? etc.
What online resources can you use to help research
your question?
How will you verify that your research is factual?
What other keywords might make your search
successful?

• topic
• sources
• information
•keywords
• online
• credit

What is the topic of your report?
Can you narrow your topic?
What sources will you use to find information?
What keywords can you use to find your topic online?
Where can you go to find more information?
What categories will you create for your information?

Understand how to use reference
materials such as encyclopedias, atlas,
search engines or databases
Understand how to use keywords for
searching a topic
Understand how to summarize
information
Use graphic organizers or Thinking Maps
to move through the research project
logically
Connect the information from multiple
sources
Understand organizational structures
that are used when writing a research
report
Sort information into categories
Know how to cite print and internet
sources

• plagiarism
• cite
• bibliography
• citation page

How will you determine which information is more
relevant and better to use than other information?
How will you give your sources credit?
What is the page called where you will list your
sources?
What is the purpose for taking notes?

• discussion
• collaborative
• role
• comment
• active listening
• restate
• summarize

How does your reading connect to the discussion
question?
How will you restate what your partner thinks?
What suggestions or comments did you offer when
your partner was finished speaking?
How will you know that your idea is understood by the
listeners?
What questions can you ask that will help explore
more about the topic?
What main points were made during the discussion?

Speaking and Listening
Comprehension and Collaboration
3SL1: Participate and engage effectively in a
range of collaborative discussions with
diverse peers and adults, expressing ideas
clearly, and building on those of others.

Work with a partner
Develop good study habits
Use rules for discussion
Ask clarifying questions to elaborate on
topics and/or text
3LS1a: Come to discussions having read or Recognize the ideas of others
studied required material; draw on that Build upon ideas
preparation and other information
Connect comments to someone else’s
known about the topic to explore ideas
thought
under discussion.
Practice active listening
Explain a peer’s thinking by restating or
3SL1b: Follow agreed-upon norms for
summarizing
discussions by actively listening, taking
turns, and staying on topic.
3SL1c: Ask questions to check
understanding of information presented
and link comments to the remarks of
others.
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3SL1d: Explain own ideas and
understanding of the discussion.
3SL1e: Consider individual differences when
communicating with others.
3SL2: Determine the central ideas and
supporting details or information
presented in diverse texts and formats
(e.g., including visual, quantitative, and
oral).

Recognize the central ideas presented in
text
Recognize supporting details
Understand visual, oral, and digital
informational formats
Recognize what information is being
conveyed through diverse media
Determine what information is relevant
or supports the central idea

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

3SL3: Ask and answer questions in order to
evaluate a speaker’s point of view,
offering appropriate elaboration and
detail.

Identify the reasons a speaker gives to
support their argument
Determine the speaker’s point of view
Know that facts, examples, explanations
can be used as a support for an opinion
Infer messages that the speaker gives

• reasons
• speaker
• support
• evidence
• point of view
• opinions
• conclusions
• infer

What is the speaker trying to tell you?
How is the speaker supporting his point of view?
Do you believe what the speaker is saying? Why?
What reasons made you agree/ disagree with what
you heard or saw?
Based on what you saw or heard, what conclusions did
you come up with?

• theme
• pace
• relate
• recount
• recall
• relevant
• theme
• central idea

What is the central idea of your report or
presentation?
What makes your facts that were relevant?
What descriptive words or language did you use?
How did you flow from the beginning of the story to
the middle? from the middle to the end?
How did you develop the theme of your story?
What makes it easy to listen to someone’s
presentation?
What presentation skills will you practice?

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
3SL4: Report on a topic or text, tell a story, Use strategies for organizing a
or recount an experience with appropriate presentation such as brainstorming, the
facts and relevant, descriptive details,
use of graphic organizers, or Thinking
speaking clearly at an understandable
Maps
pace.
Understand organizational structure for
presentation such a chronologically,
problem/solution, cause and effect,
before and after
Know that stories are organized with a
beginning, a middle, and an end
Understand that text or presentation
usually have a theme or central idea
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diverse
media
video
graphs
graphics
charts
central idea
supporting ideas
summarize

What was the central idea of the ___?
How did you decide this was the central idea?
Using your own words, summarize the __ with your
partner.
What is this chart/graph telling you?
Why is information put into charts or graphs?
Can you think of any other information that could be
graphed or charted?

Know that reports have an introduction,
body with supporting details, and a
conclusion
Understand that good presentation skills
include speaking clearly, with good
pacing, and making eye contact
3SL5: Include digital media and/or visual
displays in presentations to emphasize
certain facts or details.

Understand how to use audio/visual
equipment
Understand how to use digital media to
highlight certain facts or details
Create visual displays such as legends,
charts, graphs, and display boards
Select visuals to add to a poem or story
being read
Identify the purpose of digital media or
visual displays
Connect the need for a specific display to
specific details to be shared

3SL6: Identify contexts that call for academic Understand different levels of speech
English or informal discourse.
styles
Recognize when formal or informal
English is appropriate
Understand that talking with friends is
informal discourse
Use academic, content specific
vocabulary when presenting formally
Use complete sentences in formal
presentations
Know that when constructing a formal
response, Standard English grammar
and language convention must be used

• presentation
• display
• visual display
• theme
• purpose

What is the theme of your presentation?
What visuals will you use to enhance your
presentation?
What important points or words will you emphasize?
Where, in your presentation, will you pay closer
attention to pacing?
At what time in your presentation will you show your
visuals?
How do visuals support your presentation theme?

• audience
• academic English
• informal discourse
• presentation
• respond
• specific vocabulary

Who is your audience?
Would you use formal or informal English with this
audience?
Why would you use academic English?
Why would you use informal discourse?
What type of language do you use when talking with
friends?
What type of language do you use when giving a
presentation?
What is the specific vocabulary that relates to your
topic?
When will you use this specific vocabulary?

Language Standards
Conventions of Academic English/Language for Learning (See Appendix A)

* L1 and L2 are organized within grade bands and are not meant to be accomplished by the end of 3rd grade.
*Local curriculum choices will determine which specific skills are included in 3rd grade.
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Knowledge of Language
3L3: Recognize differences between the
conventions of spoken conversational
English and academic English; signal this
awareness by selecting conversational or
academic forms when speaking or writing.

Understand basic punctuation rules
Understand basic capitalization rules
Understand basic grammar rules
Recognize that words have differences or
shades of meaning
Know that punctuation like commas,
3L3a: Choose words and phrases for effect. exclamation, and question marks can
be used for effect
3L3b: Recognize and observe differences
Understand voice pitch and inflection
between the conventions of spoken and
Distinguish between situations that call
written academic English.
for formal English and those where
informal English is appropriate
Choose the correct form for the speaking
or writing prompt
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
3L4: Determine or clarify the meaning of
Understand context clues help provide
unknown and multiple-meaning words and
clues to word or phrase meaning
phrases, choosing flexibly from a range of
Identify the most common Greek and
strategies, including, but not limited to the
Latin affixes and roots
following:
Use a textbook glossary
Access reference materials to help
3L4a: Use sentence-level context as a clue
determine the precise meaning of key
to the meaning of a word or phrase.
words
Use a print or digital dictionary to locate
3L4b: Determine the meaning of the new
definitions of key words or phrases
word formed when a known affix is added
Identify alternate word choices using
to a known word (e.g., agreeable/
print or digital thesauruses or
disagreeable, comfortable/
dictionaries
uncomfortable, care/careless, heat/
preheat).
3L4c: Use a known root word as a clue to
the meaning of an unknown word with
the same root (e.g., company,
companion).
3L4d: Use glossaries or beginning
dictionaries to determine or clarify the
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• purpose
• presentation
• audience
• tone
•style
• punctuation
• grammar
• tone
• conversational
English
• academic English
• effect
• speech

What is the purpose for your speaking/ writing?
Who will be your audience?
Is the tone or style appropriate to your audience?
What the rules of punctuation and grammar did you
follow?
Who did you practice your presentation with? What
feedback did they provide?
Which of your words have the greatest effect?
In what other way can you say ___?
What happens to the meaning of your words/idea
when you change the tone or inflection?

• multiple meaning
• precise
• clarify
• definition
• affix (prefix,
suffix)

What strategies have you used to help you figure out
what this word means?
How did the dictionary/glossary help you figure out
the meaning of the word?
What do the sentences around the word say that help
you determine what the word means?
What did you find in an online search for the meaning
of the word?
What options does the thesaurus give you for the
word?

precise meaning of key words and
phrases.
3L5: Demonstrate understanding of word
relationships and nuances in word
meanings.
3L5a: Distinguish the literal and nonliteral
meanings of words and phrases in
context (e.g., take steps).

Understand that words have literal and
non-literal meanings
Understand the connections between
words and their use
Understand shades of meaning as it
relates to state of mind or degrees of
certainty

• shades of meaning
• literal meaning
• non-literal meaning
• context
• specific
• nuance

Understand that words have shades of
meaning
Acquire and use words that are basic to
understanding a concept
Determine which word best describes an
action, emotion, or state of being
Develop an amount of grade level
academic words and phrases
Develop words/phrases that indicate
spatial and temporal relationships

• specific
Without changing the meaning of the sentence, which
• general
word can best be used to replace the underlined
• precise
part?
• shades of meaning What word would best describe ______?
What word can you replace in this sentence that is
more precise or specific?
What words can you use to indicate the time/ place
the action is happening?
How will using a content word help others understand
your thinking?

3L5b: Use words for identification and
description, making connections between
words and their use (e.g., describe people
who are friendly or helpful).

What person/place/thing that you know matches the
meaning of this word?
In what other way could you use this would?
Without changing the meaning, what words could you
add to make the sentence stronger?
What word would best describe this character?
What is the literal meaning of this sentence?
What is the purpose of writing with “non-literal” words
or phrases?

3L5c: Distinguish shades of meaning among
related words that describe states of
mind or degrees of certainty (e.g., knew,
believed, suspected, heard, wondered).
3L6: Acquire and accurately use
conversational, general academic, and
content-specific words and phrases,
including those that signal spatial and
temporal relationships (e.g., After dinner
that night we went out for dessert).
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4th Grade English Language Arts Learning Standards
Standards

Essential Skills/Concept

Academic
Vocabulary

Question Stems

• infer
• example
• details
• specific
• support
• author’s purpose
• explain
• explicit/implicit
• message
• purpose
• explicit
• implicit/imply

What was the author’s purpose in writing this text?
What does the author mean when s/he says ____?
Which specific details in the text lead you to that
conclusion?
What can you infer from what you have read so far?
Why do you think that?
Where are specific examples from the text that
support your thinking?
What is the message so far?

• theme
• details
• key detail
• summarize
• message
• universal theme
• character’s actions
• sentence
• main idea
• central idea
• key detail
• support
• explain
• summary
• convey

What is the main idea of this poem/drama/ story?
Which of the following best captures the theme of
the text?
How do the character’s actions help determine the
theme?
How do the character’s actions help support the
theme?
How is the central message carried out through the
story?
How would you summarize what has happened so
far?
Convey to your partner in one sentence what the
story is about?
What is the message so far?
Why do you think that? Can you give some details
from the text that supports your thinking?
Can you give me a sentence that tells what this text
was about?
Write a summary about what you learned.

Reading Standards (Literary and Informational Text)
Key Ideas and Details
4R1: Locate and refer to relevant details and Locate/Identify details and evidence
evidence when explaining what a text says Understand the difference between
explicitly/implicitly and make logical
evidence and details
inferences. (RI&RL)
Draw inferences
Explain what the text says
Understand the text
Cite specific examples and details to
support inferences

4R2: Determine a theme or central idea of
text and explain how it is supported by key
details; summarize a text. (RI&RL)

Understand universal themes in stories
such as
o person vs. nature
o love and friendship
o a great journey
o coming of age
o good vs. evil
Determine the theme or central idea of
the text
Support the identification of the theme
by giving details from the text
Identify the main idea of the text
Determine which details are key to the
text
Explain how the main idea is supported
by details
Use key details and the main idea to
summarize
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4R3: In literary texts, describe a character,
Identify and describe a character
setting, or event, drawing on specific details Identify and describe the setting (time,
in the text. (RL) In informational texts,
place and social environment) in which
explain events, procedures, ideas, or
the story or an event takes place
concepts, including what happened and
Describe or sequence an event in a
why, based on specific evidence from the
story/play/drama
text. (RI)
Connect text details to the character
traits, motivations, and emotions
Provide specific details when describing
a character, setting or event in a story.
Recognize what a character says, thinks
or does
Understand the difference between
events, procedures, ideas, or concepts.
Describe events, procedures, ideas, or
concepts in detail
Explain what happened and why it
happened based on information in the
text.
Craft and Structure
4R4: Determine the meaning of words,
Use context clues to help determine the
phrases, figurative language, academic, and
meaning of unknown words or phrases
content- specific words. (RI&RL)
in text
Use definitions, examples, or
restatements to help figure out the
meaning of unknown words or phrases
in text
Use strategies, such as using a glossary,
footnotes, or digital media to
determine the meaning of an unknown
word or phrase
Use a dictionary/glossary to determine
the meaning of unknown words
Understand that words may have
multiple meanings
Use root words, Latin and Greek suffixes
and prefixes to determine the meaning
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• describe
• specific detail
• character
• setting
• location
• environment
• sequence
• major/minor event
• dialogue
• explain
• procedure
• events
• ideas
• concept
• evidence
• specific information
• result

Describe a character or setting in the story using
specific details.
Describe what happened in the story when …
What do you think ___ looks like (character or
setting)?
What words does the author use to describe
___(character or setting).
What words let you know what the character was
thinking?
Why do you think that happened that way in the
story?
What impact does the setting have on the outcome
of the story?
How did the environment effect the outcome of the
story?
What is happening in this text?
Why do you think this is happening?
What idea is developing in the characters’ dialogue?
What is the main idea of this text?

• definition
• example
• restatement
• sentences
• context clues
• unknown
• phrase
• glossary
• digital
• footnote
• domain
• prefixes/suffixes
• Greek
• Latin
• multiple meanings
• figurative language
• dictionary

What does the word ____ mean in this sentence?
How do the words or sentences around the word
help you determine its meaning?
What does the phrase _____ mean?
What strategies can you use to help you find the
meaning of the word?
Why do you think the author used this word to
describe ___?
What tools can you use to help you find the meaning
of this word?
What parts of the word that you know? How does
help you figure out the meaning of the word?
How can the computer help you find the meaning of
that word?
Where can you look in the book to help you figure
out what that word means?

of academic words used in science,
history/social studies
Use antonyms and synonyms as clues to
find the meaning of grade level words
Understand that words may be used as
figurative language
Recognize when words are used as a
common idiomatic expression
4R5: In literary texts, identify and analyze
structural elements, using terms such as
verse, rhythm, meter, characters, settings,
dialogue, stage directions. (RL) In
informational texts, identify the overall
structure using terms such as sequence,
comparison, cause/effect, and problem/
solution. (RI)

Define a poem
Identify the elements of a poem
Define prose
Identify the elements of prose
Define drama
Identify the elements of drama (plays)
Explain the difference between these
texts
Compare and contrast differences
between poems, prose, and drama
Know that organizational structures are
used to convey information
Know that some information is written
in chronological order
Know that some written information
compares objects, people, or events
Know that some written information
tells causes and effects of those
causes, events, ideas, or concepts
Know that some written information
tells about problems caused by ideas,
concepts or events and the solutions
to those problems

4R6: In literary texts, compare and contrast
the point of view from which different
stories are narrated, including the
difference between first- and third-person
narrations. (RL) In informational texts,

Identify the person who is telling the
• compare and
story
contrast
Know that the way a person tells a story • point of view
is impacted by their role in the story
• perspective
• narrate

65

• rhythm
• meter
• character
• alliteration
• symbolism
• theme
• cast
• verse
• stage directions
• setting
• story
• sequence
• organization
• structure
• chronology
• comparison
• cause/effect
• problem/solution
• order
• events
• ideas
• sequence
• describe
• tell

What can this selection be described as ___?
Who are the major characters in the play/drama?
What’s the difference between a poem and a
selection of prose?
Where is an example of how the author uses rhythm
in the poem?
Where is this drama set?
What are the differences between a poem and a
drama?
Show me an example of a verse, rhythm, and/or
meter in this poem?
How is this organized?
What ideas is the author comparing?
What happened first?
What is the problem in this section of the book?
What are some of the causes of ___?
What happened when ___?
What was the result of___?

Is the selection/story written in the first or third
person? How do you know?
Who is telling the story in this selection?
How is the perspective of the narrator different in the
stories we read.

compare and contrast a primary and
secondary source on the same event or
topic. (RI)

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
4R7: Identify information presented visually,
orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts,
graphs, diagrams, time lines, animations,
illustrations, and explain how the
information contributes to an
understanding of the text.) (RI&RL)

Know that when telling a story from the
first person, the writer will use the
terms I or we
Identify third person point of view as
often indicated by the use of the terms
he, she, it or they
Compare the point of view from
different stories
Contrast the point of view from different
stories
Understand that “account” is a synonym
for a description of an event or
experience
Understand that a firsthand account is
told by someone who was there at the
time of the event
Understand that a secondhand account
is told by someone who learned of the
event from someone who was there at
the time
Compare/contrast the first and
secondhand accounts
Describe the differences in the
information provided
Recognize that the focus of a person
that was there at the time would be
different from the focus of someone
who wasn’t there at the time.

• narrator
• first person
• third person
• account
• experience
• firsthand
• secondhand
• compare/contrast
• difference

What are the similarities in the perspective from
which these stories are being told?
How does the narrator’s point of view influence the
actions in the story?
Who is providing the information?
Where they there at the time that this happened?
Compare the account these two people are giving.
What are the differences in how they tell the
events?
Why do you think the information is different?
Do you think that the people are looking at the event
in the same way? Why might their focus be
different?
Why do you think the authors describe the events or
experiences differently?

Know that information can be presented
in various forms
Understand how to read charts, graphs,
diagrams and timelines in print media
Have experience/access to Web sources
Know that charts, graphs, time lines,
illustrations, animations or interactive
elements can help a person
understand text

• interpret
• increase
• information
• decrease
• graphs
• explain
• charts
• analyze
• legends
• contributes

How does the drawing/visual show what the author is
saying?
How does the illustration/animation reflect what is
written in the text?
What is the chart telling us?
Does the data show an increase or decrease?
When did this event happen on the timeline?
How does the diagram help us understand what the
topic is?
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Explain how the information is
connected to the text

• diagrams
• time lines
• animation

What does the animation mean? Can you explain
what the animation is showing?
What helped you understand this chart?
How does a legend help you figure out what this
means?

4R8: Explain how claims in a text are
supported by relevant reasons and
evidence. (RI&RL)

Identify the claims an author is making
Know the difference between evidence
and reasons
Describe how an author explains a point
in the text
Explain what evidence is used and how it
supports what the author is saying

• reason
• evidence
• support
• author
• proof
• explanation
• point
• claim

What two points is the author trying to make in this
text?
What evidence did the author use to support his
thinking?
Where on the page does the author use facts to
support what he has written?
Why did the author write that?
Did the author give any reason for writing that?
Why might the author have written about that?
Is there any proof in this text to support what the
author says?

4R9: Recognize genres and make connections
to other texts, ideas, cultural perspectives,
eras, personal events, and situations.
(RI&RL)

Identify themes
Identify topics
Sequence events and find patterns
Understand the structure of stories,
myths, and stories from other cultures
Read informational text
Find the common details about a topic
when reading two different texts
Determine which details in both texts
are important
Compare the details in the text to find
which are contrasting
Combine the information to meet the
purpose for writing or speaking
Connect the text message or central idea
to personal experience/real life
Explore how a topic can be interpreted
in different ways due to unique
cultural perspectives

• compare
• contrast
• treatment
• culture
• patterns
• events
• traditional
• myth
• story
• text
• integrate
• information
• combine
• topic
• details
• knowledgeable
• subject

What is this story about?
What is the theme of this text?
How is this theme similar to other stories we have
read?
What are the patterns in the events in this story and
other stories we have read?
How do the events of this text differ from other
stories we have read?
How is a myth different from a story?
How is this version of the story different from the
version from (country or culture)
What did you learn from this piece of text about
__topic__?
What details/concepts in this piece did you find in the
other text?
How are you deciding what details are important
enough that you need to include them in your
writing?
Did the author of this text write something that you
need to include that the other author didn’t?
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How are you keeping track of the information so that
you can put it together when you are writing or
talking?
How does the theme/idea/situation connect to our
community/city/state/country?

Reading Standards (Foundational Skills)
Print Concepts
4RF1: There is not a grade 4 standard for this
concept. Please see preceding grades for
more information.
Phonological Awareness
4RF2: There is not a grade 4 standard for this
concept. Please see preceding grades for
more information.
Phonics and Word Recognition
4RF3: Know and apply grade-level phonics
and word analysis skills in decoding words.

Know which letters and sounds are
related
Be familiar with syllabication patterns
4RF3a: Use combined knowledge of all
Use roots, affixes and base words to
letter-sound correspondences,
read unfamiliar multisyllabic words in
syllabication patterns, and morphology
context
(e.g., roots and affixes) to read accurately Combine phonics and word analysis
unfamiliar multisyllabic words in context
skills to decode unfamiliar multisyllabic
and out of context.
words out of context

4RF3b: Use combined knowledge of all
letter-sound correspondences,
syllabification patterns, and morphology
(e.g. roots, prefixes, and suffixes) to read
accurately unfamiliar multisyllabic words
in and out of context.
Fluency
4RF4: Read grade-level text with sufficient
Set a purpose for reading
accuracy and fluency to support
Use expression when reading
comprehension.
Self-monitor for understanding
Use strategies for self-correction
Read a variety of fiction text
Re-read for fluency and comprehension
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• letter-sounds
• syllabication
pattern
• context
• skills
• root word
• multi-syllable
• affixes
• accurate
• out of context
• in context

What word is made when you blend all the sounds
together?
What familiar parts in the word can you use to help
you?
How do the words around the unknown word help
you figure out the meaning?
If the word is out of context, how will you figure out
what it means?
What meaning does the affix give to the root word?

• self-correction
• self-monitoring
• fluency
• comprehension
• re-reading
understanding

What is your reason for reading this selection?
What idea/information does the text give you?
What can you do when the story/text doesn’t make
sense?
What strategies will you use to help understand what
you are reading?

4RF4a: Read grade-level text across genres Skim text
orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and Scan text
expression on successive readings.
4RF4b: Use context to confirm or selfcorrect word recognition and
understanding, rereading as necessary.

• genres
• purpose
• skim
• scan
• expression

What information/details did you pick up when you
skimmed the text?
What information did you get when you scanned the
page before starting to read?
How will you make it sound like you are talking?

• fact
• opinion
• text
• structure
• conclusion
• support
• reasons
• linking
words/phrases
• transitional words
• claim
• argument
• essay
• precise

What is your piece about? How will you support your
opinion?
What are your reasons for writing about this?
How is your writing an argument rather than
persuasive?
Which details and facts have you included that
support your claim?
How is your writing organized? Chronological order,
cause and effect…?
How does your conclusion restate your opinion?
Which words or phrases help move the reader
logically between your opinions to your reasons for
that opinion?
How did you make your language precise?
What content vocabulary relate to your claim?

• inform
• explain
• topic
• conclude
• specific
• precise
• vocabulary
• section
• domain
• group/categorize
• linking

Are you writing to inform or explain?
What is your topic?
How does your topic sentence introduce your
writing?
How will you organize your ideas before writing?
How will you finish your writing?
Is there another word you can use for a more precise
description?
How did you the example/definition/text feature
develop the topic?
What do others say about your topic?

Writing Standards
Text Types and Purposes
4W1: Write an argument to support claim(s),
using clear reasons and relevant evidence.

State the characteristics of an
argumentative essay
State the difference between fact and
4W1a: Introduce a precise claim, supported opinion pieces
by well-organized facts and details, and
Make a claim
organize the reasons and evidence
Support a claim
logically.
Know various organizational text
structures
4W1b: Use precise language and contentGroups related ideas
specific vocabulary.
Support reasons with facts and details
4W1c: Use transitional words and phrases Use transitional words
Write a conclusion
to connect ideas within categories of
Relate the conclusion to the argument
information.
4W1d: Provide a concluding statement or
section related to the argument
presented.

4W2: Write informative/explanatory texts to
explore a topic and convey ideas and
information relevant to the subject.
4W2a: Introduce a topic clearly and
organize related information in
paragraphs and sections.
4W2b: Develop ideas on a topic with facts,
definitions, concrete details, or other
relevant information; include text

Know the difference between writing
text to inform or explain
Write a topic sentence
Chose facts, definitions, quotes,
examples to add to the writing
Organize related information into
paragraphs or sections
Use relevant information to develop
ideas
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features when useful for aiding
comprehension.
4W2c: Use precise language and contentspecific vocabulary.
4W2d: Use transitional words and phrases
to connect ideas within categories of
information.
4W2e: Provide a concluding statement or
section related to the information or
explanation presented.

Know how titles, headings, and
words/phrases
subheadings function and how they
• transitional words
are formatted
• text feature
Use linking/transitional words to group
ideas within categories
Know semantic differences in words that
lead to precise and specific language
Conclude by using a statement or
section of related information or
explanation
Compose a multi-paragraph essay

4W3: Write narratives to develop real or
Know that a narrative tells a story
imagined experiences or events using
Describe a setting and let people know
effective technique, descriptive details, and
who the story is being told about
clear event sequences.
Let the audience know who is telling the
story
4W3a: Establish a situation and introduce a Flow from one event to another
narrator and/or characters.
Use the characters words to help explain
what is happening in the story
4W3b: Use dialogue and description of
Add sensory details to describe the
actions, thoughts, and feelings to develop
characters and settings
experiences and events or show the
Recognize transitional words
responses of characters to situations.
Use transitional words to move from the
beginning to the end of the story
4W3c: Use transitional words and phrases
Sustain
a story over multiple paragraphs
to manage the sequence of events.
(events)
4W3d: Use concrete words and phrases and Provide a conclusion that follows the
sensory details to convey experiences
narrated experiences or events
and events precisely.
Use the correct punctuation for dialogue
4W3e: Provide a conclusion that follows
from the narrated experiences or events.
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• problem
• character
• detail
• description
• setting
• audience
• dialogue
• narrate
• transitional words
• sensory detail

What quote from another source will you include?
What illustrations, or other media can be used to
make your text easier to understand?

When, where and who will your story be about?
Who is telling the story?
What problem will the main character face?
How will the problem change the character?
What more precise language will help describe your
setting?
How can you make your characters seem real?
What actions will the characters take in response to
the events in the story?
How can you use words to show not just tell?
How did you lead up to your conclusion?
What events will lead to your conclusion?
What punctuation will tell your reader that someone
is talking?

4W4: Create a poem, story, play, art work, or Make a text-to-self-, text-to-text, or
other response to a text, author, theme, or
text-to-world connections to create a
personal experience.
response
Write in a logical, sequential manner
Choose words so that meaning is clear
Recognize and use organizational
structures such as chronological order,
cause and effect, etc.
Understand purpose of response
Understand audience
Understand the writing task: to
research, to persuade, to inform etc

• response
• coherent
• connect
• paragraph
• develop
• organize
• purpose
• audience
• multiple-paragraph
• chronological
• order
• task

Who will be reading your writing?
Are you writing to tell a story or to help someone
learn more about ___?
How will you organize your writing?
Is there a thinking map you can use to help you
organize your ideas?
What information do you need to include? Where
will you add that information?
What will you do to develop the structure of your
response?
How might another paragraph be used to develop
your theme?
How do you know your reader will understand what
you are trying to say?
What do you mean to say in this paragraph?

4W5: Draw evidence from literary or
Recognize which details are significant in
informational texts to respond and support the text
analysis, reflection, and research by
Express the events, setting and role of
applying grade 4 reading standards.
the characters in a story or drama
Analyze details in order to describe a
character, setting or event
Reflect on the points that an author is
trying to make
Analyze the reasons and evidence that
the author uses to support the points
Organize thoughts and ideas
Gather research evidence

• evidence
• literary text
• informational text
• analyze
• purpose
• organize
• reflect
• research
• develop
• strengthen

What will you use to help organize your ideas?
What evidence do you have to support your
response?
On what text idea will you reflect to build your
response?
What will you need to research to support your
writing?
How will you connect the setting/character/event in
your response?
How will you connect the central idea and the
research to support your response?
In what way did you analyze the setting/character/
central idea?

• aspect
• topic
• research
• project
• investigation
• sources
• primary sources
• perspective
• cite

What will your project be about?
Can you narrow your topic?
What sources will you use to present information?
What online sources might you use?
Which keywords can you think of to search for
additional information about your topic?
Do you think someone else might have a different
point of view?

Research to Build and Present Knowledge
4W6: Conduct research to answer questions,
including self-generated questions, and to
build knowledge through investigating
multiple aspects of a topic.

Use reference materials such as
encyclopedias, atlas, search engines or
databases
Select a topic that can be researched
Use keywords for searching a topic
Be familiar with the organizational
structures used when writing a
research project
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4W7: Recall relevant information from
experiences or gather relevant information
from multiple sources; take notes and
categorize information, and provide a list
of sources.

Realize that there are various
perspectives on the same topic
Cite all sources
Use graphic organizers or thinking maps
to move through the research project
logically

• list
• self-generate
• bibliography
• relevant
• on topic
• digital sources
• encyclopedia
• note-taking
• paraphrasing
• quoting/quotation
• recall
• Internet search

What will your readers have learned after reading
your response?
How will you keep track of the sources you will use?
How will you organize the research information
you’re collecting?
What questions do you have about your topic?
How does this research support your topic?
What makes this information important to your
research?
How will you include this information in your report?
What questions might the reader ask you about your
topic?
What online sources might you use to help write your
response?

Use search engines or print resources
such as encyclopedias, magazines, and
books
Connect an experience to information
gathered
Restate information in own words
Use several note-taking strategies, such
as use of index cards, notebooks,
graphic organizers
Cite both digital and print sources
Organize the information logically
Organize the information by categories
After reading and gathering information,
convey the information in their own
words

• search engine
• source
• experience
• categorize
• bibliography
• note-taking
• plagiarize

Where can you get information on how to cite the
sources you used?
What will that sound like in your own words?
What do you need to do if you are using the author’s
words?
How will you keep your notes organized?
Where will you organize a list of your sources?

Understand to be prepared, material
must have been read or studied
Work with a partner effectively
Develop good study habits
Use rules for conversations
Recognize the ideas of others

• discussion
• conversation
• role
• clarify
• link
• collaborative

Have you done your reading?
Today, you will be working in your teams.
Ask your shoulder partner…
I will give you 1 minute to tell your partner everything
you learned about____.
Explain your role in completing the task.

Speaking and Listening
Comprehension and Collaboration
4SL1: Engage effectively in a range of
collaborative discussions with diverse
partners, expressing ideas clearly, and
building on those of others.
4LS1a: Come to discussions prepared,
having read or studied required material;
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draw on that preparation and other
information known about the topic to
explore ideas under discussion.
4SL1b: Follow agreed-upon norms for
discussions and carry out assigned roles.
4SL1c: Pose and respond to specific
questions to clarify or follow up on
information, and make comments that
contribute to the discussion and link to
the remarks of others.

Know the language used to build on
• contribute
those ideas
• relevant
Ask questions to clarify information
Offer comments or responses linked to
the remarks of others
Know the responsibilities of the different
roles given for accomplishing a task
Explain an idea or answer that is
different for those already offered
Use active listening

What strategy will you use to listen to others’ ideas?
What are the questions that you might discuss with
your group or partner?
How can you clarify an idea that is not understood?
Who in the group had opinions that differed?
After hearing other ideas, how did your idea change?
What words can you use to link your ideas to the
ideas that we have already talked about?
How did your partner link his idea to yours?
What did you say to build on someone else’s idea?

4SL1d: Review the relevant ideas expressed
and explain their own ideas and
understanding of the discussion.
4SL2: Paraphrase portions of information
Recognize the main ideas presented in
presented in diverse formats (e.g., including text
visual, quantitative, and oral).
Recognize the main ideas presented in
diverse media including visual, oral, or
digital formats
Paraphrase information
Recognize what information is being
conveyed through diverse media, such
as graphs, graphics, video, digital
resources

• digital resource
• paraphrase
• portion
• quantitative
• formats
• chart
• graph
• video
• graphics

Did your partner’s summary include all the important
points?
How did you decide that these were key details?
What information the author represented by using
the graph/chart?
Using your own words, what were the main ideas
presented in the video?
What media did the author use to present his/her
ideas?
Why do you think the author chose to present his/her
ideas this way?
What portion of the text, made you think that?

4SL3: Identify and evaluate the reasons and
evidence a speaker provides to support
particular points.

• evaluate
• reasons
• speaker
• support
• evidence
• points
• opinion
• conclusion

Why is the speaker trying to make these particular
points?
What is this (media) trying to tell you?
What reasons does the speaker give that support his
points?
Give an example of the type of evidence the speaker
used to support his/her point.
Do you believe what the speaker is saying? Why?
What reasons made you agree/ disagree with what
you heard or saw?

Know that media sources include both
online, visual and print sources
Infer the messages conveyed through
media sources
Understand that evidence can be
examples, facts, or images
Know that facts, examples, and
explanations can be used to support an
opinion
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Identify the reasons a speaker gives to
support their argument
Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
4SL4: Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or Choose strategies for organizing a
recount an experience with appropriate
presentation such as brainstorming,
facts and relevant, descriptive details,
the use of graphic organizers, or
speaking clearly at an understandable pace
thinking maps
and volume appropriate for the audience. Choose structures for organizing
presentations such as chronologically,
problem/solution, cause and effect,
before and after
Recall an experience that is memorable
using relevant, descriptive details
Plan a presentation to include relevant
details and clear context
Use a clear, understandable voice, eye
contact, and an appropriate pace
when presenting

Based on what you saw or heard what conclusions
did you come up with?
• recount
• relate
• appropriate
• relevant
• pace
• descriptive
• rubric
• theme

What topic did you choose for in your report?
What are the key details your reader needs to know
about ___?
How will you organize your information?
Sequentially? Cause and Effect?
Which graphic organizer can you use to help you
organize your story?
What are the details that make your experience
memorable?
What sensory information will help your audience
understand your story?
How will you use the (speaking/listening) rubric to
prepare for your presentation?
How will you make sure that what you will say is
relevant to your main idea?
What is the theme of your story?

4SL5: Include digital media and/or visual
displays in presentations to emphasize
central ideas or themes.

Know how to use audio/visual
equipment like interactive whiteboard,
video camera, web camera, Skype, play
list
Know how to use digital programs and
apps to add visuals to presentations
Create visual displays such as legends,
charts, graphs, and display boards to
convey information

• enhance
• presentation
• display
• visual
• central idea
• emphasize
• theme
• audio recordings
• clipart/graphics
• appropriate

How will a graphic help others understand your
ideas?
In what format will you present your information?
Will a legend on your chart help the reader?
How might sound or video clips improve a
presentation?
How will clipart or a picture strengthen the details in
your report?
What information can be displayed visually to
enhance the theme or main idea?

4SL6: Distinguish between contexts that call
for formal English versus/or informal
discourse; use formal English when
appropriate to task and situation.

Know that there are different levels of
speech styles
Recognize situations when formal or
informal English should be used in
order to be an appropriate response
Know that language used when talking
to friends is informal speech.

• contexts
• formal
• informal
• speech styles
• discourse
• situations
• times
• Standard English

Who is your audience?
Will you need to use formal or informal English?
Is this a situation when you are talking to friends and
family, or are you making a presentation?
How will complete sentences help when you are
responding to questions about the topic?
What specific vocabulary about the topic will you
use?
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Know that forms of writing such as
• conventions
journals, notes, and text messaging are • grammar
examples of informal writing
Use academic, content specific
vocabulary when presenting formally
Use complete sentences in formal
presentations or when constructing
written essays
Know that when constructing a formal
response, Standard English grammar
and language conventions must be
used

What rules for speaking are you following?
What Standard English rules for grammar and
punctuation apply to your presentation?
What are the signs that you’re speaking clearly to
your audience?

Language Standards
Conventions of Academic English/Language for Learning (See Appendix A)

* L1 and L2 are organized within grade bands and are not meant to be accomplished by the end of 4th grade.
*Local curriculum choices will determine which specific skills are included in 4th grade.

Knowledge of Language
4L3: Use knowledge of language and its
conventions when writing, speaking,
reading, or listening.

Use punctuation rules
Use capitalization rules
Use basic grammar rules
Know that discourse refers to speech or
4L3a: Choose words and phrases to convey
writing that extends beyond a
ideas precisely.
sentence
Recognize that words have differences
4L3b: Choose punctuation for effect.
or shades of meaning
Use
a thesaurus to find precise language
4L3c: Distinguish between contexts that
to include when writing or speaking
call for formal English (e.g., presenting
Know
that punctuation like commas,
ideas) and situations where informal
exclamation
and question marks are
discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group
used for effect and meaning
discussion).
Distinguish between situations that call
for formal English and those where
informal English is appropriate
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
4L4: Determine or clarify the meaning of
Use strategies for solving unknown
unknown and multiple-meaning words and
words
phrases, choosing flexibly from a range of
strategies.
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• convey
• precision
• precise
• differentiate
• effect
• formal
• informal
• discourse
• shades of meaning

What did you find when you edited your writing?
What is the purpose for your speech /writing/
presentation?
Who will be your audience?
Which tone or discourse style is appropriate to your
audience?
How did you practice your presentation?
What feedback did your practice provide?
What tools did you use to choose the precise words?
How did quotes, questions, or exclamations add
emphasis to your writing/presentation?
How did you check for precise language in your
writing/speaking/listening?

• reference materials What strategies have you tried to help you figure out
• phrase
what this word means?
• precise
What does the dictionary or glossary have to help you
• clarify
figure out that word’s meaning?

Understand that the context may
• multiple-meaning
provide clues to help determine the
words
meaning of a word or phrase
• pronunciation
Identify the most common Greek and
• context
Latin affixes and roots
4L4b: Use common, grade-appropriate
Use common Greek and Latin affixes and
Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues
roots to solve unknown words
to the meaning of a word (e.g., telegraph,
Use a pronunciation guide in a dictionary
photograph, autograph).
to help read unknown words
Use
a textbook glossary
4L4c: Consult reference materials (e.g.,
Access
reference materials, including
dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses) to
digital, to help determine the precise
find the pronunciation and determine or
meaning of key words
clarify the precise meaning of key words
Use a print or digital dictionary to locate
and phrases.
definitions of key words and phrases
Identify alternate word choices using
print or digital thesauruses or
dictionaries
4L4a: Use context (e.g., definitions,
examples, or restatements in text) as a
clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

How do the sentences around the word help you
determine what the word means?
Where would you go online and search for the
meaning of the word?
What prefix/suffix helps you determine the meaning
of the word?
Does the root word provide a clue to what that word
means?
What features of the pronunciation guide help you
pronounce the word?
What feedback from your group will help make your
language clearer?
What other words you can use instead of ____?
How does the thesaurus improve word choice?

4L5: Demonstrate understanding of figurative Use the literal meaning of words
language, word relationships, and nuances Identify figurative language
in word meanings.
Identify if a word has an antonym or
synonym
4L5a: Explain the meaning of simple similes Identify simile, metaphor, and idiom
and metaphors in context
Know that words have various levels of
meaning, including literal or figurative
4L5b: Recognize and explain the meaning
Explain common idioms
of common idioms, adages, and proverbs.
Understand that an adage is a traditional
4L5c: Demonstrate understanding of words saying (Oysters are said to be best in
the months containing the letter R.)
by relating them to their antonyms and
Explain
how a proverb/adage is related
synonyms.
to a truth or common sense

• shades of meaning
• literal meaning
• non-literal meaning
• context
• purpose
• describe
• meaning
• idioms
• simile
• metaphor
• adage
• proverb

What is the purpose of writing with “figurative”
words or phrases?
What is the literal meaning of this sentence?
How might you compare those two objects?
Without changing the meaning, what word could you
add to make the sentence stronger?
In what other context could this word be used?
If you changed __ to its antonym, how would it affect
the meaning of the sentence?
From what culture is your favorite proverb?

4L6: Acquire and accurately use general
academic and content-specific words and
phrases, including those that signal precise
actions, emotions, or states of being (e.g.,
quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are
basic to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife,

• academic
• precise
• shades of meaning
• state of being

What academic words are related to ___?
What heading would best describe these words?
If you use a different word, what shade of meaning
does it give to your sentence?
Why would the author use this word rather than that
word?

Develop a body of grade level academic
words and phrases
Determine which word best describes an
action, emotion or state of being
Understand that words have nuances
and various shades of meaning
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conservation, and endangered when
discussing animal preservation).

What new words have you discovered?
What content words are connected to this topic?
What’s a more precise way to say that?
What action words/emotion words/state of being
words are connected to this topic?
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5th Grade English Language Arts Learning Standards
Standards

Essential Skills/Concept

Academic Vocabulary Question Stems

Reading Standards (Literary and Informational Text)
Key Ideas and Details
5R1: Locate and refer to relevant details and
evidence when explaining what a text says
explicitly/implicitly and make logical
inferences. (RI&RL)

5R2: Determine a theme or central idea and
explain how it is supported by key details;
summarize a text. (RI&RL)

Identify details and examples in text
Cite specific examples and details to
support inferences
When inferring from the text, cite what
the author said that lead to that
conclusion
Identify the points the author is trying to
make
Decide what the author is saying that
would help explain your belief
Quote a section or phrase of text as
evidence

• explicit
• infer
• textual evidence
• conclude
• drawing inferences
• logical
• support
• evidence
• generalization
• quote

Why did the author write this passage?
What inferences can you make?
What information would you need to support the
inference?
What can you conclude from this passage?
Why do you think that? Can you give specific
examples from the text that support your thinking?
Where in the text does the author says that?
Why do you think that? Support your inference with a
quote from the text.

Identify universal themes in stories,
dramas, or poems
Identify the topics in the writing
Locate details that support the theme
Summarize the text
Identify the main ideas of the text
Determine which details are key to the
text
Analyze how the author supported the
main ideas with those details

• theme
• drama
• poem
• details
• characters
• topic
• summarize
• determine
• main ideas
• support
• key details
• explain

What is the theme of the story?
Which of the following statements best reflects the
theme of the story?
What key details and main idea will you use to
summarize the text?
What are the main ideas developed in the text?
After reading the text, which details support the main
ideas?
How did you decide that these details are important?
What kind of details does the author use to support
the main ideas?

• theme
• trait (characteristic)
• compare
• contrast
• describe
• specific
• dialogue

What can you tell me about these characters?
In what ways do the characters think alike/
differently?
How does this contrast affect the outcome?
In what way does different settings in the story affect
the outcome?

5R3: In literary texts, compare and contrast Identify the characters, setting and
two or more characters, settings, and
major events of a story
events, drawing on specific details in the
Compare and contrast characters,
text. (RL) In informational texts, explain the setting and events in a story or drama
relationships or interactions between two Provide specific details when describing
or more individuals, events, ideas, or
the interactions between characters
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concepts based on specific evidence from
the text. (RI)

Provide specific details when comparing
or contrasting settings or events
Recognize the difference between an
event, an idea, individual, or concept
Understand information read in
historical, scientific, or technical text
Compare and contrast the effect of the
interaction of people, ideas, events, or
concepts on history, science, or
technology
Cite specific information from the text
that supports observations about
relationships or interactions

Craft and Structure
5R4: Determine the meaning of words,
Use context clues to help determine the
phrases, figurative language, academic, and meaning of unknown words or phrases
content- specific words and analyze their
in text
effect on meaning, tone, or mood. (RI&RL) Use definitions, examples, or
restatements to help figure out the
meaning of unknown words or phrases
in text
Understand that words and phrases have
often have literal and figurative
meanings
Give examples of similes and metaphors
to compare two objects
Use glossary, footnotes, or digital
sources to determine the meaning of
an unknown word or phrase
Use a dictionary or digital reference
material to determine the meaning of
words

79

• evidence
• events
• concepts
• ideas
• interaction
• relationship
• historical
• scientific
• technical
• information

Which details does the author provide to show us
how the characters act with each other?
What attitude did the characters display?
What do____ and ____ have in common?
How does the dialogue help you understand the
characters and their actions?
Explain the relationship between _____ and ______.
What information from the text did you use to
determine the relationship between these two
scientific concepts?
What information from the text did you use to
determine the relationship between these two
historical events?
What was the result of ___’s idea/action/concept?
How has the interaction between these two people
affected us today?
Where in the text does the author indicate what the
result of these events has been?

• context clue
• imagery
• figurative meaning
• literal
• analyze
• tone
• mood
• multiple meaning
words
• figurative language
• idiom
• synonym
• antonym
• prefix/suffix
• Greek and Latin
affixes
• reference materials
• simile
• metaphor
• idiom

What does the word ____ mean in this sentence?
What clues around the word that help you determine
its meaning?
Locate a simile/metaphor – what does the author
compare?
What strategies can you use to help you find the
meaning of the word?
What is the meaning of the phrase?
What sentences around the word/phrase help you
determine its meaning?
If you changed the word from __ to__, what effect
does it have on the meaning?
If you changed the word from __ to__, what effect
does the new meaning have on the mood/tone?
What tools can you use to help you find the meaning
of this word?
What parts of the word do you know? What will help
you figure out the meaning of the word?
What does the prefix ____ mean in the word ___?

Know how to use Greek and Latin affixes
and roots as clues to determine the
meaning of a word/phrase
Use context to help determine the
meaning of figurative language
Use the relationship of words to help
determine the word meaning
Recognize when a phrase is being used
as an idiomatic expression
Understand the words may have
multiple meanings
5R5: In literary texts, explain how a series of Understand that stories, poems and
chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits together
dramas have different organizational
to determine the overall structure of a
elements
story, drama, or poem. (RL) In
Follow the message of the story, poem,
informational texts, compare and contrast
or drama across chapters, stanzas, or
the overall structure in two or more texts
scenes
using terms such as sequence, comparison, Understand that dramas have scenes,
cause/effect, and problem/solution. (RI)
cast of characters, setting, and narrator
Understand that stories have beginnings,
conflicts/problems and conclusions
Know that often poems have stanzas or
verses that provide additional details
for the reader
Know that organizational structures are
used to convey information
o chronology
o comparison
o cause/effect
o problem/solution
Know that some authors organize
events, ideas, concepts or information
in chronological (time) order
Compare and contrast how two different
authors wrote about the events, ideas,
concepts or information in two or more
texts
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• drama
• dialogue
• scenes
• casts
• act
• stage directions
• dramatic literature
• poem
• stanza
• chronological order
• cause and effect
• comparison
• problem/solutions
• structure
• events
• concepts
• describe

How is this selection best described?
What’s the difference between a chapter in a book
and a scene in a play?
How many stanzas or verses does this poem have?
How would this change if we took out the ____
stanza/chapter/scene?
What is the key event/idea in this chapter/stanza?
Why do you think the author wrote this as a ___
instead of as a ___?
If you compared these two books about ____, how
are the ideas or concepts the same? How are they
different?
Is this chapter (part of the book) organized
chronologically, by cause/effect or problem/
solution?
Do the authors of both of these texts agree as to the
cause and effect of …?
The author organized this chapter by chronological
order. What organizational structure did the author
of the other book use?

5R6: In literary texts, explain how a
Identify the person who is telling the
narrator’s or speaker’s point of view
story
influences how events are described. (RL) Know that the way a person tells a story
In informational texts, analyze multiple
is influenced by their role and the
accounts of the same event or topic, noting outcomes of the story
important similarities and differences in
Determine how the narrator’s point of
the point of view they represent. (RI)
view influences the description of
events
Understand that the word account is a
synonym for a description of an event
or experience
Understand that multiple accounts might
include both firsthand (people who
were there at the time) and
secondhand (someone who learned of
the event from someone else) accounts
Describe similarities and differences
between the two accounts of the same
event or topic
Explain point of view

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
5R7: Analyze how visual and multimedia
Know that when creating a multimedia
elements contribute to meaning of literary presentation some of the elements to
and informational texts. (RI&RL)
consider are:
o text
o animation
o photos
o video
o sound
Identify how visual and multimedia
elements help increase the
understanding of text
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• influence
• author
• narrator
• speaker in text
• point of view
• develop
• accounts
• topic
• similarities
• differences

Who is telling these events?
Is the narrator part of the story? Is this story being
told in first-person?
What is the narrator’s perspective? Are they in the
story or is the story being told by an outside
observer?
How does the narrator’s point of view influence how
the events are described?
Why do you think the narrator described the events
the way he/she did?
How would the story be different if another character
was telling the story?
What are the sources for the different accounts of
the event or topic?
Are these first- or secondhand accounts of the
events?
What are the similarities between the accounts?
Using the texts, what are some important differences
in the accounts of the events or topics?
What are the differences between ___ and ___.
What details did the author provide to convey the
difference between _____ and ______?
Why do you think the authors describe or tell about
the events or topics differently?
Why would the point of view be different in these
versions?

• graphic novel
• multimedia
elements
• tone
• folktale
• fiction
• myth
• visual
• print sources
• digital sources
• locate
• synthesize

How do the images, sounds, and movements
contribute to a video or live presentation of a story
that you have already read?
How does adding photo images or video help
increase your understanding of the text?
What audio elements can you add to your
presentation of that story, folktale, myth, or poem?
When reading this graphic novel, how the creator
uses words and images to convey the story?
How do visual images influence your perspective?
How would you use Internet sources to find the
answer to __?

Explain how images, sounds and
movements contribute to the tone of
the text
Explain how photos, animation, and
sounds are used to create beauty in a
multimedia presentation of a print text.
Be familiar with reference materials in
libraries such as atlas, glossaries,
encyclopedias
Access digital information sources
Use key terms to focus a search
Refine key terms to improve a search
Enter a question to prompt a search
Skim and scan print media to locate
answers
Determine if a source is credible

• summarize
• topic
• key term/keyword
• search
• skim
• scan
• credible source

How would you solve the problem of __?
Where would you find this answer?
How would you summarize information from
different formats?
How would you use information from several
different sources to come up with a solution to that
problem?
Which search engine would be the best to use in
order to locate the answer to the question?
How do you know that source is credible?
What other keyword could be used to improve your
search?

Recognize the claim(s) the author is
trying to make through his writing
Match the evidence/reasons to the claim
Explain the evidence supports what
he/she has written
Define the difference between reasons
and evidence
Identify what reasons the author gives
for making these points
Identify facts and details the author has
cited as evidence to support his points

• evidence
• reason
• support
• relevant
• identify
• claim

What is the author’s message?
What claim(s) did the author make?
What evidence/reasons did the author use to support
his thinking?
Where in the text does the author show evidence to
support the claim?
Why did the author write that?
Does the author give any reasons for writing that?
Why did the author include that?
What evidence could the author have added to make
the points stronger?

5R9: Use established criteria to categorize
Be familiar with the characteristics of
texts and make informed judgments about most genres
quality; make connections to other texts,
Identify the approaches authors take by
ideas, cultural perspectives, eras and
analyzing two or more texts of similar
personal experiences. (RI&RL)
themes
Have access to several texts on the same
topic
Contribute to establishing criteria to
categorize texts

• compare
• contrast
• similar
• judgment
• literature
• mystery
• poem
• fable
• genre
• differ

How do the ideas in ____ compare to the ideas in
____?
What characteristics does the character, _____ have
that are in contrast to the character of ____?
How does ____ from the ____culture, compare to
____ from the ____culture?
Why do you think the author of ____ used the same
pattern of events that was used in ____?
What kind of writing does the author use to tell the
story?

5R8: Explain how claims in a text are
supported by relevant reasons and
evidence, identifying which reasons and
evidence support which claims. (RI&RL)
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Create or use a system for organizing
information from several sources
Find the common details about a topic
when reading different texts
Compare the text to find key
details/ideas which are different
Combine the most important
information
Determine the quality of texts in order to
make decisions and connections
Write or speak about a subject
knowledgeably
Make connections to other perspectives,
time/eras, and ideas
Make connections to personal
experiences

• categorize
• integrate
• quality
• connections
• cultural perspective
• era

How did the author organize the story?
What are some of the characteristics found in a
fable? mystery? poem?
What did you learn from this piece of text about the
topic?
Were there important details in this text that were
not in the other?
How are you deciding what details are important
enough that you need to include them when you
are writing?
Did the author of this text write something that you
need to include that the other didn’t?
How are you keeping track of the information so that
you can put it together when you are writing or
speaking?
Does that sound like you know what you are talking
about?
What makes this text valuable for making decisions/
connections?
How does this connect to your experience/life?

• letter-sounds
• syllabication
pattern
• context
• skills
• roots
• affixes
• accurately

Can you make all the sounds in that word in order?
Are there any familiar parts in that word that you can
use to help you?
What other words are similar?

Reading Standards: Foundational Skills
Print Concepts
RF1: There is not a grade 5 standard for this
concept. Please see preceding grades for
more information.
Phonological Awareness
RF2: There is not a grade 5 standard for this
concept. Please see preceding grades for
more information.
Phonics and Word Recognition
5RF3: Know and apply grade-level phonics
and word analysis skills in decoding words.

Know which letters and sounds are
related
Be familiar with syllabication patterns
5RF3a: Use combined knowledge of all
Use roots and affixes to read unfamiliar
letter-sound correspondences,
multisyllabic words in context
syllabication patterns, and morphology
Combine phonics and word analysis skills
(e.g., roots and affixes) to read accurately
to decode unfamiliar multisyllabic
words out of context
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unfamiliar multisyllabic words in context
and out of context.
Fluency
5RF4: Read grade-level text with sufficient
accuracy and fluency to support
comprehension.
5RF4a: Read grade-level text across genres
orally with accuracy, appropriate rate,
and expression on successive readings.
5RF4b: Use context to confirm or selfcorrect word recognition and
understanding, rereading as necessary.

• multi-syllable

Set a purpose for reading
Know when understanding has been lost
Use expression when reading
Self-monitor for understanding
Use strategies for self-correction
Read a variety of fiction text
Re-read for fluency and comprehension
Skim text for information
Scan text to confirm

• self-correction
• self-monitoring
• fluency
• comprehension
• re-reading
• checking for
understanding
• genres
• purpose
• skim
• scan
• expression

What is your reason for reading this selection?
What do you understand from this reading?
What will you do if the story/text doesn’t make
sense?
What strategies can you use to help you understand
what you are reading?
What information did you get when you scanned the
text?
What points did you pick up when you skimmed the
page?
Why would you read the section so it sounds like you
were talking?

Distinguish facts from opinions
State the difference between an opinion
and an argument
Use various organizational structures,
such as cause and effect, chronological
order, etc. to organize text
Understand the features of expository
text
Group related ideas
Recognize when ideas are not expressed
logically
Use transitional words and clauses to
help the reader follow the information
Express an opinion supported by facts
from various sources
Write a concluding statement
Discern when to use informal and formal
English
Determine the appropriate tone for your
audience

• organization
• argument
• phrase
• clause
• transitions
• concluding
statement
• facts
• details
• logical
• transitional words
• claim
• opinion
• evidence
• informal/formal
English

What is your opinion about __?
What is your argument for __?
What reasons do you state to explain your argument?
Which facts and details have you included that
support your argument?
How would placing your reasons in a specific order
help your writing?
Where so you use logic in your writing?
How does your concluding statement connect to
your argument?
What makes your tone and style of writing
appropriate for your audience?
Why did you use informal/formal English?
What transitional words are in your writing?
Why did you group these ideas together?
What is the clause in this sentence?
How does the clause in the sentence connect/clarify
an idea?

Writing Standards
Text Types and Purposes
5W1: Write an argument to support claims
with clear reasons and relevant evidence.
5W1a: Introduce a precise claim and
organize the reasons and evidence
logically.
5W1b: Provide logically ordered reasons
that are supported by facts and details
from various sources.
5W1c: Use precise language and contentspecific vocabulary while writing an
argument.
5W1d: Use appropriate transitional words,
phrases, and clauses to clarify and
connect ideas and concepts.
5W1e: Provide a concluding statement or
section related to the argument
presented.
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5W1f: Maintain a style and tone
appropriate to the writing task.

State the difference between a clause
and a sentence; a clause and a
sentence
Determine examples of a clause

5W2: Write informative/explanatory texts to Write an introduction that includes a
explore a topic and convey ideas and
topic sentence
information relevant to the subject.
Understand how to develop a topic
Know that illustrations, headings,
5W2a: Introduce a topic clearly, provide a
pictures can make the writing
general focus, and organize related
understandable
information logically.
Logically group information so that the
writing remains focused
5W2b: Develop a topic with facts,
Know the correct way to format and
definitions, concrete details, quotations,
include facts, definitions, quotes and
or other relevant information; include
examples to help convey information
text features, illustrations, and
Develop the topic with facts, text
multimedia to aid comprehension.
features, illustrations
Incorporate multimedia
5W2c: Use precise language and contentUse appropriate vocabulary
specific vocabulary to explain a topic.
Provide an effective conclusion
5W2d: Use appropriate transitional/linking Use appropriate style
words, phrases, and clauses to clarify and Align style to area or task
connect ideas and concepts.
State the difference between a clause
and a sentence
5W2e: Provide a concluding statement or
Determine examples of a clause
section related to the information or
Compose a multi-paragraph essay
explanation presented.

• topic
• focus
• logical
• linking word
• categories
• conclusion
• informative text
• explanatory text
• develop
• illustrations
• multimedia
• phrase
• clause
• clarify
• style
• align

How will you introduce your topic?
What’s your plan to develop your topic?
How will you organize and group your information?
How will you narrow the focus of your writing?
How will adding examples, quotes and details affect
your topic?
What do others say about your topic? What quote
can you include from the text?
Where would an illustration or other media make you
text easier to understand?
What relevant facts support the topic?
What other details, facts, definitions can be added to
your writing?
What words/phrases will you use to link your ideas
across paragraphs and the across the text?
What is the clause in this sentence?
How does the clause in the sentence connect/clarify
an idea?

• narrative
• narrator
• characters
• sequence
• dialogue
• pacing
• description

Who, when and where will your story be about?
What is the problem in the story?
Who is telling the story?
Describe how _____ felt when _____.
What happened after _____?
What if _____ would have happened first? How
would that affect the plot?

5W2f: Establish a style aligned to a subject
area or task.
5W3: Write narratives to develop real or
Outline the major events and settings of
imagined experiences or events using
the story
effective techniques, descriptive details,
Let people know who is telling the story
and clear event sequences.
and what situation the characters find
5W3a: Establish a situation and introduce a themselves in
narrator and/or characters.
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5W3b: Use narrative techniques, such as
dialogue and description, to develop
experiences and events or show the
responses of characters to situations.

Use the character’s words to help
explain what is happening and what
the character is thinking
Use transitional words and phrases to
help the reader follow the story from
5W3c: Use a variety of transitional words,
beginning to end
phrases, and clauses to manage the
Use sensory and descriptive words to
sequence of events.
help the reader visualize the
characters, experiences, and settings in
5W3d: Use concrete words and phrases and
the story
sensory details to convey experiences and
Use precise words to help the reader
events precisely.
understand the feelings and thoughts
of the characters
5W3e: Provide a conclusion that follows
from the narrated experiences or events. Understand the importance of a
satisfying conclusion
Use a clause to develop the sequence of
events
Use punctuation that indicates dialogue
5W4: Create a poem, story, play, art work, or Understand the purpose for the writing
other response to a text, author, theme, or
task
personal experience.
Understand the audience
Make a text-to-self-, text-to-text, or textto-world connections to create a
response
Write in a logical, sequential manner
Choose words so that meaning is clear
Recognize and use organizational
structures such as chronological order,
cause and effect, etc.
Restate the purpose for writing
Determine who the writing is for
Restate the writing task: to research, to
persuade, to inform etc.

• behaviors
• responses
• transitional words
• phrase
• conclusion
• clause

• purpose
• response
• coherent
• develop
• organize
• purpose
• audience
• story
• poem
• order
• prompt
• play
• art work
• theme

5W5: Draw evidence from literary or
Recognize which details are significant in • literary text
informational texts to respond and support
the text
• informational text
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How will you use dialogue to develop the plot?
What problems will the characters face in the story?
What actions will the characters take in response to
the events in the story?
How does the character change throughout the
story?
What words or phrases paint a precise picture in the
reader’s mind?
What events will lead to the conclusion/resolution of
your story?
How does the clause in the sentence keep the
sequence?

Are you writing to tell a story or to help someone
learn more about...?
What form of response does the prompt call for?
Who is the audience?
What is the text structure?
What tool will you use to help organize your writing?
What facts, events, dialogue, examples are you
including that will help make your writing clearer?
Does your writing move the reader easily from one
part to another?
How will you organize your writing?
What information do you need to include?
Where/How will you add that information?
What will you do to develop the structure of your
response?
How might another paragraph be used to develop
your theme?
What will you use to help organize your ideas?
What is the best title for this selection?

analysis, reflection, and research by
applying the Grade 5 Reading Standards.

Express the events, setting and role of
the characters in a story or drama
Analyze details in order to describe a
character, setting or event
Reflect on the points that an author is
trying to make
Analyze the reasons and evidence that
the author uses to support the points
Organize thoughts and ideas
Gather research evidence

Research to Build and Present Knowledge
5W6: Conduct research to answer questions, Research topics using multiple sources
including self-generated questions, and to
both print and digital
build knowledge through investigation of
Decide whether information discovered
multiple aspects of a topic using multiple
is relevant or important to the work
sources.
Cite sources both digital and print
sources
Know and use several note-taking
strategies, such as use of index cards,
notebooks, graphic organizers
Know how to paraphrases the words of
the author without copying
Create a bibliography
Summarize information from multiple
sources
Interpret data
Understand how to use search engines
on the Internet

5W7: Recall relevant information from
Use reference materials such as
experiences or gather relevant information
encyclopedias, search engines or
from multiple sources; summarize or
databases
Paraphrase or summarize information
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• analysis
• reflection
• research

How can you rewrite this so that the ideas/details are
clearer?
You have tried organizing your writing this way, have
you thought of using another approach?
Is there a better way to start or end your writing?
On what text idea will you reflect to build your
response?
What will you need to research to support your
writing?
How will you connect the setting/character/event in
your response?
How will you connect the central idea and the
research to support your response?
In what way did you analyze the setting/character/
central idea?

• document
• digital sources
• summarize
• paraphrase
• bibliography
• research
• relevant (pertinent)
• note-taking
• cite
• quote
• plagiarism

How does this information support my topic?

• aspects
• topics
• research
• data base

What sources could you use to investigate ___ and
write about it?
What question does your research report answer?
What online sources will you use?

How do you know the source is credible?
How did you determine if this information is relevant
to your topic?
How do you cite sources in a bibliography?
Where can you find information about how to cite
Internet sources?
What do you need to do if you are using the author’s
exact words?
What does that sound like when you paraphrase?
How is a digital source cited differently than a printed
source?
How will you summarize the information found in this
data?
What can you conclude?
What online resources might you use to help write
your paper?

paraphrase; avoid plagiarism and provide a Cite a variety of sources
list of sources.
Know the organizational structures used
when writing a research project
Synthesize information from various
perspectives or authors
Create bibliography

• bibliography
• investigation
• cite source
• synthesize
• paraphrase
• plagiarism
• summarize

What research did you find for the positive and
negative sides of this topic?
How will you keep track of the sources you use?
Which bibliography entry is cited correctly?
How do you cite a bibliography entry for a _____?
What will that sound like in your own words?

• discussion
• collaborative
• elaborate
• contribute
• clarify
• draw conclusions

Are you prepared? Have you reviewed the
assignment?
Did you complete your reading assignment?
What clarifying questions could you ask of your
partner?
What conclusions did you arrive at after discussing it
with your group?
Explain your role in completing the task.
What strategy will you use to listen to others’ ideas?
What are the questions that you might discuss with
your group or partner?
How can you clarify an idea that is not understood?
Who in the group had opinions that differed?
What words can you use to link your ideas to the
ideas that we have already talked about?
What did you say to build on someone else’s idea?

• summarize
• graph
• visual
• oral
• diverse format
• infer
• quantitative

How can you summarize the information presented?
What are the key ideas presented in the video clip?
How did the information expand your understanding
of ____?
How can you use this information?
How does the way the information is presented help
you understand it?

Speaking and Listening
Comprehension and Collaboration
5SL1: Engage effectively in a range of
collaborative discussions with diverse
partners; express ideas clearly and
persuasively, and build on those of others.

Be prepared when you come to group
Use what you have learned to help
others
Respect the contributions made by
others
5LS1a: Come to discussions prepared,
Help the group stay focused by posing
having read or studied required material;
questions that contribute to the
draw on that preparation and other
discussion
information known about the topic to
Offer comments or responses that build
explore ideas under discussion.
on or link to the remarks of others
Listen with the intent to learn and build
5SL1b: Follow agreed-upon norms for
knowledge
discussions and carry out assigned roles.
Recognize the ideas of others
Use active listening
5SL1c: Pose and respond to specific
Know the language used to build on
questions by making comments that
contribute to the discussion and elaborate those ideas
Ask questions to clarify information
on the remarks of others.
Know the responsibilities of the different
5SL1d: Consider the ideas expressed and
roles given for accomplishing a task
draw conclusion about information and Explain an idea or answer that is
knowledge gained from the discussions.
different for those already offered

5SL2: Summarize information presented in
diverse format (e.g., including visual,
quantitative, and oral).

Summarize information
Interpret information from various
formats
Offer an explanation
Synthesize information
Infer the messages conveyed through
media sources
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5SL3: Identify and evaluate the reasons and
evidence a speaker provides to support
particular points.

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
5SL4: Report on a topic or text, sequencing
ideas logically and using appropriate facts
and relevant, descriptive details to support
central ideas or themes; speak clearly at an
understandable pace and volume
appropriate for audience.

Interpret information presented visually, • interpret
quantitatively or orally
• synthesize

What are some of the facts or data presented here?

Summarize information presented orally
or by media sources
Understand that evidence can be
examples, facts, or personal interview
Identify the claims made by the speaker
or media source
Identify when the claims are not logical
or based on a misconception/fallacy
Analyze whether the evidence and
reasons are valid

• summarize
• evidence
• claim
• support
• identify
• reason

What is it that the speaker is claiming?
What support does the speaker use to support
his/her claim?
How does the evidence support the speaker’s claim?
What reasons does the speaker give that support his
points?

Plan an opinion speech
Sequence ideas in the speech in an order
that is logical
Use evidence to support the
position/opinion
Use transition words that link the
opinions and evidence is a manner that
is logical
Sequence ideas logically using facts and
details
Connect ideas to a historical document
or scientific research
When presenting use appropriate
gestures, pacing, and volume

• central idea
• theme
• pace
• audience

What are you writing about? Is your opinion about
your topic clear?
How do you know your facts and details are relevant
to the topic?
How will you organize your ideas?
What evidence will you use to support your
position/opinion?
Is the evidence and facts you have gathers sufficient
to support your opinion?
How are you moving from one idea to the next?
transition words did you include?

• strategic
• presentations
• digital media
• visual display
• data
• emphasize
• central idea
• theme

What else could you use to enhance understanding in
your presentation?
How would including that media help the
presentation?
What kind of information could you convey by using
graphics, sound…?
What digital media could you use to present your
data?
What could you do to keep your presentation
focused?

5SL5: Include digital media and/or visual
Understand how to create visual displays
displays in presentations to emphasize and Know how to embed multimedia
enhance central ideas or themes.
components (photos, audio, text,
animation, etc.) in a presentation
Know how to use digital media including
video cameras, projectors, PowerPoint
presentations, document cameras,
interactive whiteboard
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5SL6: Adapt speech to a variety of contexts
and tasks, using formal English when
appropriate.

Ability to adapt speech to a variety of
contexts
Understand the use of formal English
Use formal English in appropriate
situations
Identify your audience
Use academic, content specific
vocabulary when presenting formally
Use complete sentences in formal
presentations or when constructing
written essays

• adapt
• speech
• context
• formal English
• informal English
• situation

What is the reason you are speaking?
Who is the audience? What do they know about your
subject?
In what format will you present your information?
What rules for speaking are you following?
What Standard English rules for grammar and
punctuation apply to your presentation?
What are the signs that you’re speaking clearly to
your audience?
In what places can you substitute more precise,
engaging language to keep the listeners interested?

Language Standards
Conventions of Academic English/Language for Learning (See Appendix A)

* L1 and L2 are organized within grade bands and are meant to be accomplished by the end of 5th grade.
*Local curriculum choices will determine which specific skills are included in 5th grade.

Knowledge of Language
5L3: Use knowledge of language and its
conventions when writing, speaking,
reading, or listening.
5L3a: Expand, combine, and reduce
sentences for meaning, reader/listener
interest, and style.

Use different types of sentences in order
to make a story more interesting to
read
Expand, combine, or reduce sentences
for meaning
Recognize dialects and registers when
reading or listening
Know that dialects are often used by
authors for effect

5L3b: Compare and contrast the varieties
of English (e.g., dialects, registers) used
in stories, dramas, or poems.
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
5L4: Determine or clarify the meaning of
Use strategies for solving unknown
unknown and multiple-meaning words and
words including:
phrases, choosing flexibly from a range of
o Using the roots and affixes
strategies.
o Using the context
o Using digital and print reference
5L4a: Use context (e.g., cause/effect
materials
relationships and comparisons in text) as Interpret figurative language
a clue to the meaning of a word or
Be able to use context clues to interpret
phrase.
the meaning of a word
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• expand
• combine
• reduce
• dialect
• varieties of English
• style

How did you vary sentences to keep the reader/
listener?
Which style of speech and writing fits the audience?
Which style of speech and writing fits the purpose?
Why do you think the author used that dialect in
his/her writing?
How does the dialogue sound when you read it using
that dialect?
How does that expression sound when said in
Standard English? What is the effect?

• figurative
• root word
• prefix
• suffix
• interpret
• cause/effect
• comparison
• reference materials
• context clues

What strategies have you used to try to figure out
that word?
Have you looked in the dictionary or glossary?
How do the sentences around that word help you
discover what that word might mean?
What root word do you see?
How is the definition of a root word changed when
you add a prefix/suffix?

5L4b: Use common, grade-appropriate
From several alternatives choose the
Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues
appropriate alternate word
to the meaning of a word (e.g.,
Identify words that are used in multiple
photograph, photosynthesis).
ways in different content areas
Use reference materials for definition
5L4c: Consult reference materials (e.g.,
and pronunciation of words
dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses) to
Make comparisons within the text to
find the pronunciation and determine or
determine meaning
clarify the precise meaning of key words Determine cause and effect to enhance
and phrases.
meaning

What did the dictionary to find definitions and keys
to pronunciation?
If this is the cause, what is the effect?
What comparison is being made with this
phrase/word?

5L5: Demonstrate understanding of
Understand what figurative language is
figurative language, word relationships, and and be able to recognize it in text
nuances in word meanings.
(similes, metaphors, personification,
5L5a: Interpret figurative language,
idioms)
including similes and metaphors, in
Recognize words that are synonyms,
context.
antonyms, or homographs
5L5b: Recognize and explain the meaning of Recognize common idioms, adages and
common idioms, adages, and proverbs.
proverbs
5L5c: Use the relationship between
particular words (e.g., synonyms,
antonyms, homographs) to better
understand each of the words.

• figurative language
• simile
• metaphor
• adage
• proverb
• idiom
• synonym
• antonym
• homograph
• interpret
• word relationship

The author wrote ____; what does he/she really
mean?
Where is an example of figurative language the
author used in the text?
What simile or metaphor can you add to help make
you writing/speech vivid?
Why did the author choose this pair of words to put
in the writing?
How does knowing how these two words are related,
help you understand the meaning of the text?

5L6: Acquire and accurately use general
academic and content-specific words and
phrases, including those that signal
contrast, addition, and other logical
relationships (e.g., however, although,
nevertheless, similarly, moreover, in
addition).

• academic
• domain
• specific
• signal
• contrast
• logical relationship

Is this a list of content words or academic words?
What word or phrase signals an addition or contrast
is going to be made?
How is this word used differently in Math and English
classes?
When did you have an opportunity to use content or
academic vocabulary in your speaking/writing?

Understand that academic words are
found in a variety of school subjects:
(analyze, determine, summarize,
determine, recognize)
Understand content specific words:
(constitution, immigration, legislature,
natural resources)
Use content vocabulary and academic
vocabulary in speaking and writing
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Next Generation Learning Standards
Conventions of Academic English/Language for Learning
Grade-Band 6th-8th grade
L1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of academic English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
Ensure that pronouns are in the proper case (subjective, objective, and possessive).
Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in pronoun number and person.
Recognize and correct pronouns that have unclear or ambiguous antecedents.
Explain the function of phrases and clauses in general, as well as in specific sentences.
Place phrases and clauses within a sentence, recognizing and correcting misplaced and dangling modifiers.
Use simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences to signal differing relationships among ideas.
Explain the function of verbals (gerunds, participles, infinitives).
Form and use verbs in the active and passive voice.
Recognize and correct inappropriate verb shifts.

L2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of academic English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
Use punctuation (commas, parentheses, dashes, hyphens) to clarify and enhance writing.
Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dash) to indicate a pause or break.
Use an ellipsis to indicate an omission.
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6th Grade English Language Arts Learning Standards
Standards

Essential Skills/Concept

Academic
Vocabulary

Question Stems

Draw inferences
Cite specific examples and details to
support inferences
Analyze the text
When inferring from the text, cite what
the author said that lead to that
conclusion

• cite
• analyze
• explicit/implicit
• inference
• textual evidence
• conclude
• author’s purpose
• generalizations
• accurate
• concepts

Why did the author write this piece?
What inferences can you make?
What information would you need to support the
inference?
Analyze the passage, what can you conclude?
When you analyze the text, what inference can you
make?
How does the textual evidence support your
conclusion?
What does the author mean when he/she says___?
Where in the text is an example of something
explicitly stated?
Where in the text is the evidence for your inference?
What evidence does the text give to prove these
generalizations accurate?
When you analyzed the test, what were the most
important concepts?

Identify and analyze theme
Understand symbolism
Make inferences
Support theme or idea with details from
the text
Summarize
Understand the difference between fact
and opinion or judgment
Determine the central idea
Identify supporting details
Understand the difference between fact
and opinion or judgment
Point out how the theme/central
message is developed through the text

• theme
• central idea
• details
• summarize
• fact
• opinion
• judgment

What does the story suggest about the real world?
What does ____ represent in this story?
Which of the following best captures the theme?
In what way is ____ like ____?
The words in this sentence create the impression
that _____.
How can you best summarize the text?
How does an opinion sound different than a
judgement?
What is the central idea?
What key details carry the central idea through the
text?

Reading Standards (Literary and Informational Text)
Key Ideas and Details
6R1: Cite textual evidence to support an
analysis of what the text says
explicitly/implicitly and make logical
inferences. (RI&RL)

6R2: Determine a theme or central idea of a
text and how it is developed by key
supporting details over the course of a
text; summarize a text. (RI&RL)
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6R3: In literary texts, describe how events
unfold, as well as how characters respond
or change as the plot moves toward a
resolution. (RL) In informational texts,
analyze how individuals, events, and ideas
are introduced, relate to each other, and
are developed. (RI)

Craft and Structure
6R4: Determine the meaning of words and
phrases as they are used in a text,
including figurative and connotative
meanings. Analyze the impact of specific
word choices on meaning, tone, and
mood, including words with multiple
meanings. (RI&RL)

Describe a plot
Sequence a series of episodes in a story
or drama
Identify the problem
Summarize
Describe how characters change
throughout a story or drama
Determine the resolution of a story or
drama
Describe how characters respond as the
plot moves toward resolution
Connect the cause/effect of events
Identify how a key individual/event/idea
is introduced
Identify how a key individual/event/idea
is illustrated
Identify how a key individual/event/idea
is elaborated upon

• describe
• plot
• episodes
• characters/
character traits
• resolution
• dialogue
• analyze
• relate
• develop
• analyze
• detail
• event
• elaborate
• illustrate
• explain

What key information will you use in a summary of
this event?
In what order did the events unfold?
How does a character evolve with the plot?
What is the plot of this text?
How does the plot unfold?
What was the problem? How was it resolved?
What can you infer about ____? (character, plot,
resolution)
What does the character’s reactions in paragraph
___ tell the reader?
At what point in the story did the character begin to
change?
How is an individual/event/ idea introduced in a
text?
Why was it important for the author to introduce the
individual/event/idea at this point in the text?
How did the individual/events/idea change over the
course of the text?
Where does the author provide an example to
support the development of an
individual/event/idea?

Interpret connotation
Interpret figurative language (simile,
metaphor, analogy, hyperbole,
personification, idioms, onomatopoeia)
Compare & contrast word choice
Interpret how word choice impacts
meaning
Interpret how word choice impacts tone
Make inferences
Identify and interpret technical language

• phrase
• figurative language
• connotative
meaning
• analyze
• specific
• impact
• meaning
• tone
• word choice
• determine
• synonym
• antonyms

What does the word/phrase _______ mean in this
selection?
Without changing the meaning of the sentence,
which word can best be used to replace the
underlined part?
Which of the following synonyms is closest in the
meaning to the word _____?
Is a feeling or emotion associated with the word
usage?
How/Why did the author use word choice to impact
meaning and tone?
What word(s) could you use to replace ____ in order
to shift the tone?
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6R5: In literary texts, analyze how a
particular sentence, paragraph, stanza,
chapter, scene, or section fits into the
overall structure of a text and how it
contributes to the development of
theme/central idea, setting, or plot. (RL) In
informational texts, analyze how a
particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or
section fits into the overall structure of a
text and how it contributes to the
development of theme/ central ideas. (RI)

Understand text structures and their
parts
Understand how a theme, setting, or plot
develops
Analyze how text structure contributes
to the development of the theme,
setting and plot
Analyze text structure and its smaller
parts
Understand and determine how ideas
develop
Understand and analyze how
sentence/paragraph/chapter/section
contributes to the development of
ideas

6R6: Identify the point of view and explain Identify the point of view
how it is developed and conveys meaning. Explain how the point of view is
(RI&RL) Explain how an author’s
developed by the narrator or speaker
geographic location or culture affects his
Identify author’s purpose
or her perspective. (RI&RL)
Explain how the authors culture or
location may impact his or her
perspective

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
6R7: Compare and contrast how different
Compare & contrast the experience of
formats, including print and digital media,
reading, listening and viewing an audio,
contribute to the understanding of a
video, or live version of the text
subject. (RI&RL)
Contrast what students “hear” and “see”
when reading to what they perceive
when they listen or watch

95

• analyze
• scene
• stanza
• text structure
• theme
• setting
• plot
• chapter heading
• section
• paragraph
• graphics
• headings
• captions
• media

How does the theme, setting or plot develop?
What words help the development of the theme,
setting or plot?
How does _____contribute to the development of
the theme/setting/plot?
How does the sentence/chapter/scene/stanza fit
into the overall structure of a ___?
Why would the author chose to write it this way?
If you were to create an outline of this text, where
would this particular sentence/chapter/scene or
stanza be placed?
Which sentence does not belong?
How does the idea develop?
What words help the development of this idea?
What is the main idea of the section/chapter/
paragraph?
What text features are used?
How do the text features assist the reader?

• author
• point of view
• develop
• narrator
• speaker in text
• convey
• perspective
• evidence

How does the author develop the narrator or
speaker’s point of view?
How does the author’s word choice help develop the
narrator or speaker’s point of view?
Who is the narrator?
From whose point of view is the text written?
How did the author help develop the character’s
point of view?
What is the author’s point of view or purpose?
What evidence supports how the point of
view/purpose is conveyed by the author?
How can culture affect someone’s perspective?

• compare
• contrast
• experience
• viewing
• audio
• perception
• similarities

How does reading a story compare to the audio or
video version?
What do you see/hear when reading the text?
What is your perception of __?
What are the differences between what you see and
hear when reading to your perception of what you
hear and watch in an audio, video or live version?

Integrate information from diverse
media and formats
Summarize information
Develop understanding of a topic/issue

• differences
• media format
• topic
• information
• synthesize
• summarize

What was similar/different? How? Why?
What common understanding on the topic/issue did
you develop?
Which format best relays the message?

6R8: Trace and evaluate the development of Understand how claims and/or
an argument and specific claims in texts,
arguments are supported
distinguishing claims that are supported by Trace and evaluate arguments and claims
reasons and relevant evidence from claims Distinguish valid claims from claims that
that are not. (RI&RL)
aren’t supported

• evaluate
• argument
• distinguishing claim
• evidence
• valid
• relevant
• claim

What is the argument presented in the text?
How is the argument developed and supported?
Is the claim valid? Explain your answer.
What evidence the supports the argument?
Which of the evidence supporting the argument is
most relevant?

6R9: Use established criteria in order to
evaluate the quality of texts. Make
connections to other texts, ideas, cultural
perspectives, eras, and personal
experiences. (RI&RL)

Use the compare/contrast pattern
Recognize text forms and genres
Understand how themes are developed
Identify text topics
Compare & contrast differing
presentations of the same event
Synthesize information
Use rubrics to determine quality
Use prior knowledge to make
connections

• compare
• contrast
• similarities
• differences
• quality
• connections
• theme
• synthesize
• personal
experience
• perspective
• rubric
• eras
• prior knowledge

How are _____ and _____ alike/similar?
How are _____ and _____ different?
What is the topic or theme of each selection?
Although the topic/theme of these passages is
similar, how does the presentation differ?
Why do you think the author used this approach in
relaying the theme?
What do you already know about this topic that you
can connect to the text/perspective?
How do the works of ____ differ from the works of
______?
Which of the authors’ approaches do you prefer?
Why?

Understand the rhetoric of argument
Introduce a precise claim
Identify a counterclaim and be able to
explain its purpose
Provide reasons and evidence to support
claims
Determine relevance of evidence

• argument
• claims
• clear reason
• relevant evidence
• facts, reasons,
details
• rhetoric

How can you clearly introduce your claim?
What reasons/evidence best supports your claim?
What is the counterclaim? Why did the author
include it?
Is the evidence relevant? Are your sources credible?
What words will assist the reader in clarifying the
relationship between the claim and reasons?

Writing Standards
Text Types and Purposes
6W1: Write arguments to support claims
with clear reasons and relevant evidence.
6W1a: Introduce a precise claim,
acknowledge and distinguish the claim
from a counterclaim, and organize the
reasons and evidence logically.
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6W1b: Support claim(s) with clear reasons Utilize credible sources
and relevant evidence, using credible
Utilize transitional expressions to
sources while demonstrating an
establish relationships among claims
understanding of the topic or text
and reasons
Understand and use a formal style
6W1c: Use precise language and contentProvide an effective conclusion
specific vocabulary to argue a claim.
Write a concluding statement that
demonstrates the importance of the
6W1d: Use appropriate transitions to
argument
create cohesion and clarify the
Use transitions to create the flow of the
relationships among ideas and concepts.
idea/concept
Select and use a style/tone throughout
6W1e: Provide a concluding statement or
the writing
section that explains the significance of
the argument presented.

• credible source
• topic
• thesis statement
• persuade
• style
• conclusion
• transitions
• supporting
evidence
• cohesion
• clarify
• relationships
• tone

What makes your piece formal in style?
Is your concluding statement congruent with the
argument presented?
How do your transitions make connections through
your writing?
How did you build significance when you presented
your argument?

• informative text
• explanatory text
• cause/effect
• examine
• convey
• definition
• content-specific
• audience
• significance
• style
• conclusion
• introduction
• transition
• topic
• compare/contrast
• formatting
• analysis
• relevant content
• classification

How can you clearly introduce your topic?
What did you use to grab your audience’s attention
to the importance of the idea/concept?
What organizational structure will best convey your
information?
What facts/details/examples/quotations help to
develop your topic?
What words will assist the reader in clarifying the
relationship among the ideas and concepts?
What did you use to help the reader understand your
information?
What did you want to be sure the reader understood
by using the example/formatting/graphics?
Why was important to your writing to include
content-specific vocabulary?
Is your concluding statement consistent with the
information presented?

6W1f: Maintain a style and tone
appropriate to the writing task.
6W2: Write informative/explanatory texts to Convey information accurately
examine a topic and convey ideas,
Understand and use various
concepts, and information through the
organizational structures
selection, organization, and analysis of
Utilize formatting, graphics, and
relevant content.
multimedia
Introduce a topic
6W2a: Introduce a topic clearly; organize
Include facts, concrete details,
ideas, concepts, and information using
quotations, examples to develop the
strategies such as definition,
topic
classification, comparison/contrast, and Utilize transitional expressions to
cause/effect.
establish relationships among ideas and
concepts
6W2b: Develop a topic with relevant facts,
Use precise vocabulary
definitions, concrete details, quotations,
Incorporate definitions of terms
or other information and examples;
Use domain-specific vocabulary
include formatting, graphics, and
Understand and use a formal style
multimedia when useful to aid
Provide an effective conclusion
comprehension.
Compose a multi-paragraph essay
6W2c: Use precise language and contentspecific vocabulary to explain a topic.
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6W2d: Use appropriate transitions to
create cohesion and clarify the
relationships among ideas and concepts.
6W2e: Provide a concluding statement or
section that explains the significance of
the information presented.
6W2f: Establish and maintain a style
appropriate to the writing task.
6W3: Write narratives to develop real or
Convey an experience or event
imagined experiences or events using
Understand narrative (vs. expository)
effective techniques, descriptive details and techniques
sequencing.
Establish context and
narrator/characters
6W3a: Engage the reader by introducing a Organize a logical/natural event
narrator and/or characters.
sequence
Craft dialogue
6W3b: Use narrative techniques, such as
Use descriptive/sensory language
dialogue and description, to develop
Utilize transitional expressions to convey
experiences, events, and/or characters.
sequence and signal shifts
6W3c: Use a variety of transitional words, Provide an effective conclusion that
follows the narrative
phrases, and clauses to convey sequence
Use
transitional words to shift from one
and signal shifts from one time frame or
time or setting to the next
setting to another.

• plot
• characters
• setting
• resolution
• point of view
• sensory details
• dialogue
• rising action
• sequence
• events
• mood
• narrator
• descriptive
language
• transitional words
• engage

What experience or event will you write about?
What technique(s) will you use to develop your
narrative?
How will you introduce your characters and
narrator?
How will you organize the events in your story? Are
they logical?
What transitional expressions did you use to convey
the sequence of events? Are signal shifts from one
time frame to another evident?
How can you use dialogue to convey the experience?
How and where can the use of descriptive language
assist in conveying the experience?
Are the descriptive details provided relevant?
What will make a conclusion that satisfies the
reader?
How is the plot resolved over the course of the
narrative?
What part does your conclusion play in reflecting
what is experienced throughout the narrative?

• organization
• style
• task

What form of writing does the prompt call for?
What organizational structure will you use?
What is the purpose for writing?

6W3d: Use precise words and phrases,
relevant descriptive details, and sensory
language to convey experiences and
events.
6W3e: Provide a conclusion that follows
from and reflects on what is experienced,
observed, or resolved over the course of
the narrative.
6W4: Create a poem, story, play, art work, or Understand various writing text types
other response to a text, author, theme, or
and their organizational structures
personal experience.
Explain the writing task
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6W5: Draw evidence from literary or
informational texts to support analysis,
reflection, and research. Apply grade 6
Reading standards to both literary and
informational text, where applicable.

Research to Build and Present Knowledge
6W6: Conduct research to answer questions,
including self-generated questions, drawing
on multiple sources and refocusing the
inquiry when appropriate.

6W7: Gather relevant information from
multiple sources; assess the credibility of
each source; quote or paraphrase the data
and conclusions of others; avoid plagiarism
and provide basic bibliographic
information for sources.

Explain the writing purpose
Determine and address the audience
appropriately
Utilize appropriate style
Develop or use a graphic organizer for
organizing thoughts in the prewriting
stage

• purpose
• audience

Who is the audience?
How will you organize and develop your thoughts
before writing?
What vocabulary do you choose with the purpose of
being appropriate to your audience?
Why did you choose formal/informal style of
writing?

Develop an inquiry question
Conduct research drawing on several
sources
Refocus inquiry when appropriate
Synthesize and summarize information
Cite a variety of sources
Develop and use planning templates
Understand and use multiple writing
approaches
Receive and provide writing guidance

• evidence
• analysis
• reflection
• research

How did you analyze the topic before you started?
What evidence did you find to support your analysis?
What did you use to reflect on your topic?
Which structure is the most effective format for
conveying your ideas?
Where might additional evidence, description, or
clarification needed?
How did you cite your sources?
What format did you use to collect and organize your
evidence?

Determine sources for research
Form a question
Generate a list of keywords for the topic
Access and use the Internet
Identify the main idea of the question
Develop a tool to collect ideas from
sources
Connect the ideas from multiple sources
to develop an answer to the
question(s)

• research
• self-generated
question
• inquiry
• refocus
• multiple sources

Which keywords provide better connections for the
inquiry?
What is the question asking?
How will your collection tool help you connect ideas?
What kind of vocabulary will be necessary to use in
your writing?
Where does your writing refocus on the point of the
question?
How will you use technology to collaborate and
interact with others about your writing?

Gather print and digital information
(research)
Assess relevance of information
Assess credibility of sources
Utilize quotes
Paraphrase correctly
Create a bibliography
Use quotation marks in quote
Cite sources

• bibliography
• research
• precise
• multiple resources
• source
• relevant
• quote
• quotation marks
• summarize

What subject are you investigating?
What is your inquiry question?
What is the origin of the sources you are using?
How do you correctly cite your sources?
How does the information drawn from various
sources provide an answer to your question?
Is the information from the various sources
consistent / complimentary?
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Organize ideas/information from
multiple sources

• paraphrase
• plagiarism
• bibliography
• analyze
• evidence
• support
• research
• credible

Does your inquiry question need to be altered as a
result of your findings?
How can you best summarize your findings?
What makes this information relevant to the topic?
How do you know that the source is credible?
What direct quotes will you use?
How will you punctuate the quotes?
What conclusive information is included?
What does that sound like as a paraphrase?
How do you cite (various) sources in a bibliography?

Prepare for discussions by reading
required material
Express yourself clearly
Know how to incorporate evidence or
information about the topic, text, or
issue during the discussion
When working in groups:
o Know what behaviors are
appropriate
o Know the roles and the tasks
associated with the role
o Come to agreement on goals for
the group and deadlines for
completing the task
Pose and respond to questions
Contribute to the discussion by
elaborating on the comments of others
Demonstrate understanding of multiple
perspectives by reflecting on the ideas
expressed
Review key ideas discussed by
paraphrasing them
Use active listening

• precise language
• collaborative
• discussion
• issues
• express
• support
• formal language
• evidence
• elaborate
• perspective
• reflection
• paraphrase
• persuasive
• collegial
• probe
• pose

How did you prepare for today’s discussion?
What are some questions you might ask during the
discussion?
Based on what you read, what might you want to
discuss more deeply with your group?
What tasks did your group designate? How will you
decide what roles you will take?
How did you contribute to the group?
What were the multiple perspectives discussed?
After listening to the group discussion, reflect on
what you heard. Do you agree with the ideas?
What is your paraphrase of the key ideas?
What key ideas expressed during the discussion did
you make note?
What made the group discussion effective? What did
you learn?

Speaking and Listening
Comprehension and Collaboration
6SL1: Engage effectively in a range of
collaborative discussions with diverse
partners; express ideas clearly and
persuasively, and build on those of others.
6LS1a: Come to discussions prepared,
having read or studied required material;
draw on that preparation by referring to
evidence on the topic, text, or issue to
probe and reflect on ideas under
discussion.
6SL1b: Follow norms for collegial
discussions, set specific goals and
deadlines, and define Individual roles as
needed.
6SL1c: Pose and respond to specific
questions with elaboration and detail by
making comments that contribute to the
topic, text, or issue under discussion.
6SL1d: Consider the ideas expressed and
demonstrate understanding of multiple
perspectives through reflection and
paraphrasing.
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6SL2: Interpret information presented in
diverse formats (e.g., including visual,
quantitative, and oral) and explain how it
relates to a topic, text, or issue under
study.

Identify different sources and formats of
information
Interpret information from various
sources
Explain how different media and formats
contribute to how information is
interpreted
Interpret information that is presented
visually, through charts and graphs, or
speaking
Connect the information presented to
the topic/text/issue

• interpret
• diverse media
• format
• visual
• quantitative
• orally
• contribute
• print media
• digital media
• issue

What format is used to present the information?
How did presenting the information visually,
quantitatively (numerically or measurable) or orally
affect how you understood the information?
Who is the intended audience? Did this influence
which media format was used to deliver the
information?
What is your topic? What media will you use to
present your information?
Are there other factors that you consider when
choosing a media format?
How does the information connect to the topic/text/
issue you’re studying?

6SL3: Delineate a speaker’s argument and
specific claims, distinguishing claims that
are supported by reasons and evidence
from claims that are not.

Know the difference between an
argument and its claims
Identify claims and arguments in speech
or text
Understand what constitutes evidence
Know when something is reasonable
Identify specific claims supported by
evidence
Identify arguments that are logical and
within reason
Identify the reasons and evidence that
support a person’s claims

• delineate
• reason
• argument
• claim
• evidence
• fact
• opinion

Is the speaker’s argument valid? Why or why not?
Are the claims that the speaker uses to support the
argument valid? Why or why not?
How is the argument supported?
How are the speaker’s claims based on fact and
evidence?
How are the speaker’s arguments based on faulty
logic?
What information was factual?
Which claims were based on opinion?
Was the factual information backed with relevant
evidence?

Plan and deliver presentations
o argument
o narrative
o informative/explanatory
o response to literature
Distinguish between a claim and a
finding
Use an organizer to sequence ideas
logically
Sequence ideas logically
Emphasize main ideas by using details,
facts, gestures and body language

• claim
• finding
• argument
• narrative
• informative
• response to
literature
• sequence
• logical
• pertinent
description

Do you have a plan for you presentation?
What topic will you inform your audience about?
How will you present your claims and evidence?
What is the difference between a claim and an
argument?
What facts and evidence do you have to support
your claims?
How does the presentation move logically from one
point to the next?
What transitions are you using to help your readers
follow and understand your claim?

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
6SL4: Present claims and findings,
sequencing ideas logically and using
relevant descriptions, facts, and details to
accentuate central ideas or themes; use
appropriate eye contact, adequate
volume, and clear enunciation.
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Make appropriate eye contact, speak
clearly and loudly enough for the
audience
Use precise language, including terms
found in different subjects
Provide a strong conclusion

• nonverbal elements
• accentuate
• theme
• eye contact
• adequate volume
• clear enunciation
• transitions
• concrete details
• conclusion

What precise language are you using in your
presentation?
Which descriptions/facts/details are relevant to the
topic?
How did you conclude your presentation?
Was your conclusion strong? Why or why not?
How did you accentuate the central idea/theme?

6SL5: Include digital media and/or visual
displays in presentations to clarify
information and emphasize and enhance
central ideas or themes.

Select appropriate multimedia
components that have clear meaning to
the presentation.
Know how to create visual displays
Be proficient in the use of digital and
video cameras, PowerPoint, projectors,
interactive whiteboards
Know how to embed photos, video,
audio, texts and animation in a
presentation

• textual elements
• graphics
• audio
• video
• interactive
elements
• images
• formats
• digital
• clarify
• multimedia
components
• embed

How does the use of ___ enhance your
presentation? The message?
What digital media could you use to present your
data clearly?
What is the message or information you want to
convey to your audience?
How would including media help the presentation?
How do the components help clarify the
presentation?
What kind of information could you convey by using
animation, graphics, sound…?
How did you decide which images you would
include?
How did you strategically place your media
components and visual displays to enhance
understanding of your presentation topic?

6SL6: Adapt speech to a variety of contexts
and tasks, demonstrating command of
formal English when indicated or
appropriate.

Identify the audience and purpose
Know the difference between informal
and formal English
Vary sentence patterns for style
Understand and adapt the delivery to
appeal to the audience
Enunciate and speak at appropriate
volume and pace
Use conventions of language to improve
expression

• context
• demonstrate
• formal English
• appropriate
• audience
• formal presentation
• purpose
• language
conventions
• enunciation

What is the purpose of your speech?
Are you trying to persuade or convince your
audience?
Who is the audience?
Are you delivering a formal presentation or informal?
Will you need formal or informal English? Why?
Where are the places where you need more precise,
engaging language to keep the listeners interested?
How is your selection of word choice going to impact
your presentation?
How will you engage the listeners and keep them
interested?
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How will you emphasize the important points?

Language Standards
Conventions of Academic English/Language for Learning (See Appendix A)

* L1 and L2 are organized within grade bands and are not meant to be accomplished by the end of 6th grade.
*Local curriculum choices will determine which specific skills are included in 6th grade.

Knowledge of Language
6L3: Use knowledge of language and its
conventions when writing, speaking,
reading, or listening.

Recognize and use a variety of sentence
patterns
Identify and use appropriate language to
address audience
6L3a: Vary sentence patterns for meaning, Employ consistent style
reader/listener interest, and style.
Employ consistent tone

6L3b: Maintain consistency in style and
tone.
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
6L4: Determine or clarify the meaning of
Use context clues to derive word
unknown and multiple-meaning words and
meaning
phrases, choosing flexibly from a range of
Use Greek and Latin affixes and roots to
strategies.
derive word meaning
Use reference materials to derive word
6L4a: Use context (e.g., the overall meaning meanings
of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s
Use reference materials to determine
position or function in a sentence) as a
correct pronunciation of words
clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. Verify word meaning using context
Verify the correct part of speech used
6L4b: Use common, grade-appropriate
Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to
the meaning of a word (e.g., audience,
auditory, audible).
6L4c: Consult reference materials (e.g.,
dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses) to
find the pronunciation of a word or
determine or clarify its precise meaning or
its part of speech.
6L4d: Verify the preliminary determination
of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g.,
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• sentence variety
• tone
• style
• voice

What sentence patterns are present/absent in this
piece (essay/presentation/ passage)?
How does the piece address the needs/interests of
the audience?
How did you make the piece consistent in style and
tone?

• context clues
• root word
• affix
• prefix
• suffix
• infer
• reference materials
• dictionary
• thesauruses
• glossary
• pronunciation
• verify
• context

Based upon the use of the word in the sentence,
what can you deduce the word ___ means?
How does the positioning of the word ___ assist in
determining meaning? Is a clue (word/phrase)
provided?
Do you recognize a familiar word part (affix or root)
in the word? What meaning does the affix/root
provide?
What reference tool would best assist you in
determining the pronunciation of a word, its
meaning, or its part of speech?
What tools or strategies can you use to verify the
meaning of an unknown word/phrase
encountered?
Why is it important to be sure you’re using the
correct part of speech for a word?

by checking the inferred meaning in
context or in a dictionary).
6L5: Demonstrate understanding of
Interpret figurative language
figurative language, word relationships, and Utilize word relationships to clarify
nuances in word meanings.
meaning
Identify the explicit/direct meaning of a
6L5a: Interpret figurative language,
word (denotation)
including personification, in context.
Identify the secondary meaning of a
word (connotation)
6L5b: Use the relationship between
particular words (e.g., cause/effect,
part/whole, item/category) to better
understand each of the words.
6L5c: Distinguish among the connotations
of words with similar denotations (e.g.,
stingy, scrimping, economical, unwasteful,
thrifty).
6L6: Acquire and accurately use general
academic and content-specific words and
phrases; apply vocabulary knowledge
when considering a word or phrase
important to comprehension or
expression.

Apply general academic and contentspecific words
Independently build vocabulary
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• figurative language
• figure of speech
• simile
• metaphor
• personification
• context clue
• nuance
• idiom
• explicit/direct
meaning
• connotation
• denotation
• cause/effect
• item/category

What is meant by the figurative expression____?
What type of figurative language is used?
Although very similar in meaning, how do the words
differ in meaning?
What is the relationship between/among these
words?
What is the explicit/direct meaning of the word?
Does the word hold a secondary meaning that differs
from the dictionary definition? Is emotion
associated with the meaning?

• academic words
• content-specific
words
• vocabulary
• comprehension
• expression

How is the word ____ is used in different subject
areas?
The word ___ is specific to what subject/content
area?
Why is it important to understand the meaning of
the domain-specific word ____ when studying this
subject?
What strategies do you use for identifying,
understanding, and using high-utility academic
words?

7th Grade English Language Arts Learning Standards
Standards

Essential Skills/Concept

Academic
Vocabulary

Question Stems

Analyze the text
Identify explicit textual evidence
Cite evidence
Draw inferences
Support inference using textual evidence
When inferring from the text, cite what
the author said that lead to that
conclusion

• cite
• analyze
• explicit/implicit
• inferences
• textual evidence
• conclude
• draw inferences

What textual evidence did you identify to support
your analysis of the text?
Cite several examples of textual evidence.
What inferences can you draw from your analysis of
the text?
Show me in the text what makes you think that?
What can you conclude from the text?
Which evidence is most relevant?
What can you infer from this paragraph? Explain your
thinking.
What is your analysis of the text?

7R2: Determine a theme or central idea of a
text and analyze its development over the
course of the text; summarize a text.
(RI&RL)

Recognize and analyze central idea/
theme development
Make inferences
Determine the central idea
Formulate a summary of the text

• determine
• theme
• central idea
• analyze
• development
• summarize
• cite evidence

What is the theme or central idea? Is there more
than one central idea?
Cite evidence from the text to support your
determination of the theme/central idea.
What best captures the theme?
What is an example of how the theme recurs/is
developed in the text_____?
How can you objectively summarize the text?

7R3: In literary texts, analyze how elements
of plot are related, affect one another, and
contribute to meaning. (RL) In
informational texts, analyze how
individuals, events, and ideas are
introduced, relate to each other, and are
developed. (RI)

Analyze elements of story/drama
Describe how characters change
throughout a story or drama
Describe how story elements influence
the characters as the plot moves
towards resolution
Determine relationship between/among
events or individuals
Provide evidence for the development of
an idea
Identify individuals, events and ideas

• analyze
• setting
• character
• character traits
• plot
• evidence
• infer
• inference
•relationship

What is the plot of the story/drama?
How does the plot unfold?
Describe the problem. How was it resolved?
An example of how the plot is shaped by the setting
is_____.
What can you infer about plot and how it is shaped
by the setting?
An example of how a character evolves with the plot
is _____.
What can you infer about the character and how he is
shaped by the setting?

Reading Standards (Literary and Informational Text)
Key Ideas and Details
7R1: Cite textual evidence to support an
analysis of what the text says
explicitly/implicitly and make logical
inferences. (RI&RL)
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• illustrate

Analyze the interaction between
individuals, events and ideas

Craft and Structure
7R4: Determine the meaning of words and
Use connotations/denotations
phrases as they are used in a text, including Use figurative language (simile,
figurative and connotative meanings.
metaphor, analogy, hyperbole,
Analyze the impact of specific word choices personification, idioms, onomatopoeia)
on meaning, tone, and mood, including
Identify repetition of sounds (rhyme
words with multiple meanings. (RI&RL)
scheme, alliteration, assonance)
Demonstrate how word choice impacts
meaning
Demonstrate how word choice impacts
tone
Identify and interpret connotations
Identify and interpret figurative language
Identify and interpret technical language
Analyze impact of word choice on
meaning & tone

7R5: In literary texts, analyze how structure,
including genre-specific features,
contributes to the development of themes
and central ideas. (RL) In informational
texts, analyze the structure an author uses
to organize a text, including how the
sections contribute to the whole and to
the development of themes and central
ideas. (RI)

Understand and identify types of genre
Analyze the structure of a genre
Interpret the meaning of the theme or
central idea
Identify the features of each genre
Identify and analyze text structures
Analyze the use of text features
Identify overall structure in two or more
texts
Understand part to whole organizational
structure
Understand and analyze how parts
(sentences, paragraphs, chapters, or
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• explain
• elaborate
• events
• individuals
• interactions
• influence
• detail (noun, verb)

How does the use of dialogue help the reader
understand character and plot?
What change of events was influential?
How did one individual influence another?
What interaction influenced future events?

• figurative meaning
• connotative
meaning
• analyze
• mood
• impact
• tone
• word choice
• determine
• meaning
• repetition

What does the word/phrase ____ mean in this
selection?
The word/phrase is an example of____.
Without changing the meaning of the sentence, what
word can best be used to replace the underlined
part?
How does the author’s use of repetition of sounds
impact the tone of the text?
According to this passage, an____ is like a___because
both____.
Why does the author use connotation?
Which of the following synonyms is closest in the
meaning to the word ___?
What message does the author convey?
What is the tone of the selection?
How does the author’s word choice impact the
meaning and tone of the passage?

• genre
• analyze
• central idea
• text structure
• theme
• setting
• sections/whole
• contribute

What is the structure of the text?
What is the meaning of the text?
How does the sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fit
into the overall structure of a ____?
How would the meaning of the poem /drama have
been different if it were written as a ____?
How does the structure/feature of the genre help
develop the theme/central idea?
How are the text structures similar/different?
How do paragraph ____and ____ relate to each
other? How do they support the author’s position?
What text features does the author use to develop
his ideas?

sections) contribute to the whole
(development of ideas).
Understand and analyze how text
structure contributes to the meaning of
a drama or poem
7R6: In literary texts, analyze how an author
develops and contrasts the point of view
and the perspectives of different
characters or narrators. (RL) In
informational texts, analyze how the
author distinguishes his or her position
from that of others. (RI)

Identify various points of view
Explain the development of the narrators
or speakers point of view
Contrast points of view
Analyze points of view
Understand and explain how the point of
view is distinguished from that of
others

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
7R7: Compare and contrast a written text
Compare & contrast the experience of
with audio, filmed, staged, or digital
reading a story, drama, text or poem to
versions in order to analyze the effects of
listening to or viewing an audio, video,
techniques unique to each media and each or live version of the text
format’s portrayal of a subject. (RI&RL)
Analyze effects unique to each medium
o Lighting
o Sound
o Color
o Camera focus
o Camera angles
Analyze and compare the portrayal of
the subject in each medium
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What effect do the text features have on the reader,
and why?
How does each section support the whole?

• perspective
• point of view
• develop
• contrast
• position

Which words from the text show that it is written
in____ person?
From what point of view is the selection?
What perspective or point of view does each
character have?
How/why does ___’s point of view differ from that of
another character?
How does the author’s word choice help develop the
narrator’s or speaker’s point of view?
What is the author’s point of view or purpose?
How does the author distinguish his position from
that of others?

• compare
• contrast
• medium
• audio
• effect
• film
• stage
• multimedia
• production
• integrate
• evaluate
• format
• text
• information
• analyze
• portrayal
(representation)

How does reading a story/text compare to the audio
or video version?
What medium most impacts your understanding of
the selected work?
How does the medium impact your understanding?
What senses were most stimulated by the
production?
Select an event from the book and compare it to a
scene from the production. How are they different
and why?
Evaluate the effectiveness of the media techniques
used to portray the work.

7R8: Trace and evaluate the development of
an argument and specific claims in a text,
assessing whether the reasoning is valid
and the evidence is relevant and sufficient
and recognizing when irrelevant evidence
is introduced. (RI&RL)

Understand how claims and/or
arguments are supported by evidence
from the text
Trace the specific claims of an argument
Evaluate evidence relevant to the claims
Assess reasoning
Recognize irrelevant evidence

• evaluate
• argument
• valid
• reasoning
• relevant (pertinent)
• sufficient
• evidence
• support
• claim

What is the argument in the text?
What claims are used to support the argument?
Are these claims valid/invalid, and if so, why?
Do you think there is sufficient evidence to support
the claims? Why/Why not?
How would you rate the argument for development
and support? Explain your answer.

7R9: Use established criteria in order to
evaluate the quality of texts. Make
connections to other texts, ideas, cultural
perspectives, eras, and personal
experiences. (RI&RL)

Compare & contrast two texts
Identify and analyze interpretation of
facts
Identify and analyze the use of evidence
Use rubrics
Use prior knowledge to make
connections
Connect text to cultural perspectives and
personal experience
Connect text to other ideas and eras

• compare
• contrast
• analyze
• difference
• prior knowledge
• rubric
• evidence
• key information
• perspective
• point of view
• connect
• era
• culture

What topic do both authors address?
How do their interpretation of facts differ/coincide?
What evidence does each author use to shape his/her
presentation of key information?
How does the evidence differ/coincide?
How does one author advance a different
interpretation of the facts as compared to the other
author?
How might the cultural perspective change the
facts/evidence?

Establish and maintain formal text
structure
Use words, phrases, and clauses to
create cohesion
Introduce a claim, acknowledge and
address counterclaims
Sustain an objective style and tone
Understand the purpose of writing
Use expository text structure
Assess starting point, purpose, form,
audience, voice, and point of view

•arguments/counter
arguments
• claims/alternate or
opposing claims
• content-specific
vocabulary
• transition
• concluding
statement
• relevant evidence
• credible source
• style
• tone

How did you support the counter argument with
relevant evidence?
Which sentences best support the counterargument?
What data did you use to support your claim?
How do you know the data comes from a credible
source?
What style and tone is best for this writing task?
How does your concluding statement explain your
argument?
What precise language did you choose for your
writing? Where is it most beneficial?
How did using content vocabulary help support your
writing?

Writing Standards
Text Types and Purposes
7W1: Write arguments to support claims
with clear reasons and relevant evidence.
7W1a: Introduce a precise claim,
acknowledge and distinguish the claim
from a counterclaim, and organize the
reasons and evidence logically.
7W1b: Support claim(s) with logical
reasoning and relevant evidence, using
credible sources while demonstrating an
understanding of the topic or text.
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7W1c: Use precise language and contentspecific vocabulary to argue a claim.
7W1d: Use appropriate transitions to
create cohesion and clarify the
relationships among ideas and concepts.
7W1e: Provide a concluding statement or
section that explains the significance of
the argument presented.

Choose precise verbs, nouns, and
adjectives to paint a visual image in the
mind of the reader
Compose a multi-paragraph essay
Provide a conclusion
Rewrite the concluding statement to
support the argument presented
Clarify relationships among ideas

• persuade
• style
• conclusion
• cohesion
• supporting
evidence

How did you clarify the relationship between these 2
ideas?

• analysis
• cause/effect
• classification
• cohesion
• compare
• contrast
• conclusion
• concrete
• convey
• graphic organizer
• content vocabulary
• precise language
• explanatory
• formal style
• formatting
• style
• informative
• introduction
• organization
• relevant content
• topic
• transitions
• multimedia
• quotations

How did you preview your idea in the introduction?
What format do you choose to organize ideas?
Why did you use these details to convey your ideas
How could you use multimedia to aid in
comprehension?
How could you use a quote to better convey your
ideas?
What additional comparisons could you make to
analyze the content?
How is the research cited?
Which transitions connect the ideas in your writing?
In what ways does the conclusion support the
information or explanation presented?
What precise language did you choose for your
writing? Where is it most beneficial?
How did using content vocabulary help support your
writing?

7W1f: Maintain a style and tone
appropriate to the writing task.
7W2: Write informative/explanatory texts to Organize ideas, concepts, and
examine a topic and convey ideas,
information prior to writing
concepts, and information through the
Develop a topic using relevant facts,
selection, organization, and analysis of
definitions, quotations, and concrete
relevant content.
details
Craft a cohesive, precise introduction
7W2a: Introduce a topic clearly, previewing that provides purpose and hints at how
what is to follow; organize ideas,
the topic will unfold
concepts, and information, using
Establish and maintain a formal style
strategies such as definition, classification, when writing multi-paragraph essays.
comparison/contrast, and cause/effect.
Use appropriate transitions to create
cohesion and clarify relationships
7W2b: Develop a topic with relevant facts,
between/among ideas and concepts.
definitions, concrete details, quotations,
Write a concluding statement that
or other information and examples;
follows and supports the information
include formatting, graphics, and
or explanation presented
multimedia when useful to aid
Choose precise verbs, nouns, and
comprehension.
adjectives to paint a visual image in the
mind of the reader
7W2c: Use precise language and contentCompose
a multi-paragraph essay
specific vocabulary to explain a topic.
7W2d: Use appropriate transitions to
create cohesion and clarify the
relationships among ideas and concepts.
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7W2e: Provide a concluding statement or
section that explains the significance of
the information presented.
7W2f: Establish and maintain a style
appropriate to the writing task.
7W3: Write narratives to develop real or
Use narrative organizational text
imagined experiences or events using
structure
effective techniques, descriptive details and Engage and orient the reader by
clear sequencing.
establishing a context and point of view
Engage and orient the reader by
7W3a: Engage the reader by establishing a
introducing a narrator and/or character
point of view and introducing a narrator Engage and orient the reader by
and/or characters.
organizing an event sequence that
unfolds naturally and logically
7W3b: Use narrative techniques, such as
Use narrative techniques: dialogue,
dialogue and description, to develop
pacing, & description
experiences, events, and/or characters.
Develop experiences, events and/or
characters using narrative techniques
7W3c: Use a variety of transitional words,
phrases, and clauses to convey sequence Use a variety of transition words and
phrases to convey sequence and signal
and signal shifts from one time frame or
shifts from one time frame or setting to
setting to another.
another
7W3d: Use precise words and phrases,
Develop story plot line: exposition, rising
relevant descriptive details, and sensory
action (complication/problem) climax
language to capture the action and
(crisis), falling action, and resolution of
convey experiences and events.
problem
Experiment with literary techniques like
7W3e: Provide a conclusion that follows
alliteration, euphemism,
from and reflects on what is experienced,
foreshadowing, imagery,
observed, or resolved over the course of
metaphor/simile, personification
the narrative.
Reflect on experiences to provide a
conclusion

• characters
• concrete
• context
• convey
• descriptive
language
• dialogue
• engage
• event sequence
• mood
• narrator
• orient
• plot
• point of view
• precise
• reflect
• resolution
• rising action
• sensory details
• setting
• literary techniques
• alliteration
• foreshadowing
• imagery
• personification
• metaphor/simile

What is the main problem or conflict in the story?
In which sentences is the point of view established?
How did you introduce the narrator? Who is the
narrator?
What is the first event that leads to the unfolding of
the story?
Which significant events reveal the problem in the
story?
What details did you use to create the mood of the
story?
Is foreshadowing used in the story? If so, how?
How did you convey shifts from one time period to
another? Name the events that detail these shifts.
How did you use dialogue to develop the plot?
How does ______affect the plot?
How do the characters impact the problem?
How do the characters impact the resolution?
How does _____ change throughout the story?
How did you indicate the problem was resolved?
In what ways does the conclusion wrap up what was
resolved?
Which transitions connect the ideas in your writing?

7W4: Create a poem, story, play, art work, or Understand various writing text types
other response to a text, author, theme, or
and their organizational structures
personal experience.
Explain the writing task
Explain the writing purpose

• organization
• style
• task
• purpose

What form of writing does the prompt call for?
What organizational structure will you use?
What is the purpose for writing?
Who is the audience?
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7W5: Draw evidence from literary or
informational texts to support analysis,
reflection, and research. Apply grade 7
Reading standards to both literary and
informational text, where applicable.

Determine and address the audience
appropriately
Utilize appropriate style
Develop or use a graphic organizer for
organizing thoughts in the prewriting
stage

• audience

How will you organize and develop your thoughts
before writing?
What vocabulary do you choose with the purpose of
being appropriate to your audience?
Why did you choose formal/informal style of writing?

Develop an inquiry question
Conduct research drawing on several
sources
Refocus inquiry when appropriate
Synthesize and summarize information
Cite a variety of sources
Develop and use planning templates
Understand and use multiple writing
approaches
Receive and provide writing guidance

• evidence
• analysis
• reflection
• research
• synthesize

How did you analyze the topic before you started?
What evidence did you find to support your analysis?
What did you use to reflect on your topic?
Which structure is the most effective format for
conveying your ideas?
Where might additional evidence, description, or
clarification needed?
How did you cite your sources?
What format did you use to collect and organize your
evidence?

• cite
• keyword
• multiple sources
• generate questions
• inquiry
• computer literacy
• credible source

What search engine do you most prefer to use in
researching____?
How did you cite your sources?
What format did you use to collect and organize your
research information?
Which keywords provide better connections for the
inquiry?
What is the question asking?
Why do you consider your sources to be credible?

• bibliography
• inquiry
• internet search
• key words
• precise
• project
• research
• site source
• synthesize
• credibility

Which keywords did you use?
How would you choose the best sources from the
search results?
What question does your essay/report answer?
Which thesis statement is the best for this essay?
Which bibliography entry is cited correctly?
How do you know that the source is credible?
How do you know that data is accurate?
What standard format did you use when citing
sources for your bibliography?

Research to Build and Present Knowledge
7W6: Conduct research to answer questions, Determine the topic to be researched
including self-generated questions, drawing Generate multiple questions that may be
on multiple sources and refocusing the
answered through research about the
inquiry when appropriate. Generate
topic
additional related questions for further
Possess knowledge of internet search
research and investigation.
engines and their accuracy/credibility
Be able to keyboard accurately
Possess computer literacy
Know how to access collaborative
sources to discuss topics of interest
7W7: Gather relevant information from
multiple sources; assess the credibility and
accuracy of each source; quote or
paraphrase the data and conclusions of
others; avoid plagiarism and follow a
standard format for citation.

Use internet search engines
Embed links into a document
Research a topic using the keywords
Collect and organize research
information
Locate resources: online, newspaper,
library books, interviews, magazines,
speakers
Gather relevant information from digital
sources
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Gather relevant information from
multiple print sources
Assess the credibility of each source
Assess the accuracy of each source
Quote/paraphrase data without
plagiarizing
Create a bibliography using a standard
format for citation

• citation
• digital source
• paraphrase
• plagiarism
• quotation marks
• quote
• relevant (pertinent)
• source
• summarize
• standard format

How do you cite a digital source?
How is a digital source cited differently than a printed
source?
How would you summarize the information found in
these data?
What can you conclude from the data?

• acknowledge
• collaborative
• elicit
• evidence
• explicit
• modify
• pose/probe
• reflect
• research
• warrant
• track progress
• elaboration

How did you prepare for this discussion?
What are some questions you might ask during the
discussion?
Based on what you researched/read, what might you
want to discuss more deeply with your group?
What are some rules that help make the discussion
collaborative?
What is your role in the discussion?
What are the specific goals of the discussion and long
do we have to meet them?
How will we track the progress?
How will you contribute to the progress of the group?
Reflect on what you heard, what ideas can you add to
the discussion?
What have your partners said that made you change
your ideas? Did you acknowledge them?
Use this language frame: I agree/disagree with what
you said about___.
Use this language frame: In addition to what ______
said, I think___.

Speaking and Listening
Comprehension and Collaboration
7SL1: Engage effectively in a range of
collaborative discussions with diverse
partners; express ideas clearly and
persuasively, and build on those of others.

Prepare for collaborative discussions
Incorporate evidence or information into
the discussion which is relevant to the
topic
Practice the rules for participating in a
7LS1a: Come to discussions prepared,
discussion
having read or researched material under Assign and assume roles in the discussion
study; draw on that preparation by
Set goals and deadlines, then track
referring to evidence on the topic, text, or progress
issue to probe and reflect on ideas under Pose and respond to questions posed by
discussion.
others
Make relevant comments that help
7SL1b: Follow norms for collegial
return the discussion to the topic
discussions, track progress toward
Acknowledge new information expressed
specific goals and deadlines, and define
by others
individual roles as needed.
Modify your own views based on the
comments and information of others
7SL1c: Pose questions that elicit
elaboration and respond to others’
questions and comments with relevant
observations and ideas that bring the
discussion back on topic as needed.
7SL1d: Acknowledge new information
expressed by others and, when
warranted, modify personal views.
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7SL2: Analyze the central ideas and
supporting details presented in diverse
formats (e.g., including visual,
quantitative, and oral) and explain how
the ideas clarify and/or contribute to a
topic, text, or issue under study.

Identify and analyze central ideas
presented
Identify and analyze supporting details
and ideas
Explain how ideas, information, or data
clarify a topic, text or issue
Differentiate diverse media and formats

• analyze
• clarify
• diverse
• formats
• central idea
• oral
• quantitative
• supporting details
• visual
• media

What is the central idea of ___?
What did you find when you evaluated the ideas
presented in different media? Is the message the
same?
How does using visual media/formats help clarify the
ideas within a topic of study?
Which format or media made the topic easier for you
to understand?
What were some of the supporting details
presented?
Why would presenting ideas and information in a
quantitative format make it easier to understand?
What did you find when you analyzes the information
for credibility?

7SL3: Delineate a speaker’s argument and
specific claims, evaluating for sound
reasoning, and the relevance and
sufficiency of the evidence.

State the difference between argument
and claims
Distinguish between sound and unsound
reasoning
Identify the attitude the speaker has
toward a subject by analyzing the
content and the delivery
Evaluate claims and their relevance to
the topic
Recognize that the evidence offered may
not be sufficient or substantial

• delineate
• argument
• attitude
• evaluate
• soundness
• reasoning
• relevance
• sufficiency
• perspective
• claim

What are the speaker’s reasons for making certain
claims?
Why is the speaker’s argument valid/invalid?
How are the claims the speaker is making based on
valid evidence?
What details or evidence help you understand the
speaker’s attitude toward the topic?
How are the arguments the speaker is making
relevant to the topic being discussed?
Is there enough evidence to support the speaker’s
claim? Why/Why not?
Who is the intended audience? What is their
perspective?
Does the evidence offered in the speech convince
you?

Plan and deliver a presentation that is
o focused
o coherent (delivered in a
logical sequence)
o contains pertinent facts,
descriptions, examples
State the difference between a claim and
a finding

• argument
• counterargument
• coherent
• cohesion
• emphasizing
• evidence
• claim
• presentation

How will you plan your presentation?
On what evidence will you base your argument?
How might you consider the counterarguments that
might be made?
In what ways is your argument presented logically?
(sufficient and pertinent details/facts/examples)
How strong is your conclusion? Is there something
you can add to make it stronger?

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
7SL4: Present claims and findings,
emphasizing salient points in a focused,
coherent manner with relevant
descriptions, facts, details, and examples;
use appropriate eye contact, adequate
volume, and clear enunciation.
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Demonstrates an argument
o makes and supports a claim
o acknowledges counterarguments
o creates cohesion by using
transitional words or phrases
o has a strong concluding statement
Speak with an adequate volume and
clear pronunciation
Plan eye contact for emphasis of points

• narrative
• presentations
• enunciation
• salient
• summary

In what ways can the listener follow your argument?
Is there cohesion from beginning to end?

7SL5: Include digital media and/or visual
Select appropriate multimedia
displays in presentations to clarify claims
components that support claims/
and findings and emphasize salient points. findings
Know what elements are needed to
create visual displays
Add photos, video, audio, animation, and
text to emphasize the important points
of the presentation.
Add photos, video, audio, animation, and
text to clarify the important points of
the presentation
Be proficient in the use of digital and
video cameras, PowerPoint, doc
cameras, projectors, interactive
whiteboards, and other presentation
programs

• digital media
• visual display
• claim
• emphasize
• clarify
• salient points

How does the use of ____ enhance your
presentation? The message?
What digital media could you use to present your
data clearly?
What is the message or information you want to
convey to your audience?
How would including media help the presentation?
Where does the media help underscore your
important points?
How did you decide which images you would include?
Where did you strategically place your media
components and your visual displays to enhance
understanding of your presentation topic?

7SL6: Adapt speech to a variety of contexts
and tasks, demonstrating command of
formal English when indicated or
appropriate.

• contexts
• demonstrate
• formal English
• variety
• purpose
• delivery
• sentence patterns
• enunciate
• volume/pace

What is the purpose of your speech?
Who is your intended audience?
Will you need formal or informal English? Why?
How will delivering a formal presentation affect your
choice of words?
Are there places where you can substitute precise
engaging language to keep the listeners interested?
How will your word choice impact your listeners?
How will you emphasize the important points?

Identify the audience and purpose
Know the difference between informal
and formal English
Vary sentence patterns for style
Understand and adapt the delivery to
appeal to the audience
Enunciate and speak at appropriate
volume and pace
Use conventions of language to improve
expression and understanding
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Language Standards
Conventions of Academic English/Language for Learning (See Appendix A)

* L1 and L2 are organized within grade bands and are not meant to be accomplished by the end of 7th grade.
*Local curriculum choices will determine which specific skills are included in 7th grade.

Knowledge of Language
7L3: Use knowledge of language and its
conventions when writing, speaking,
reading, or listening.

Recognize and use a variety of sentence
patterns
Identify and choose appropriate
language to address audience
7L3a: Choose language that expresses
Express ideas precisely and concisely
ideas precisely and concisely, recognizing Eliminate wordiness in writing, speaking,
and eliminating wordiness and
listening
redundancy.
Identify when words/phrases are
redundant
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
7L4: Determine or clarify the meaning of
Use context clues to derive word
unknown and multiple-meaning words and
meaning
phrases, choosing flexibly from a range of
Use Greek and Latin affixes and roots to
strategies.
derive word meaning
Use specialized reference materials to
7L4a: Use context (e.g., the overall meaning derive word meanings
of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s
Use reference materials to determine
position or function in a sentence) as a
correct pronunciation of words
clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. Trace the etymology of words
Verify word meaning
7L4b: Use common, grade-appropriate
Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to
the meaning of a word (e.g., belligerent,
bellicose, rebel).
7L4c: Consult general and specialized
reference materials (e.g., dictionaries,
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and
digital, to find the pronunciation of a
word or determine or clarify its precise
meaning or its part of speech.
7L4d: Verify the preliminary determination
of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g.,
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• sentence variety
• sentence structure
• precise
• concise
• redundant

What sentence patterns are present/absent in this
piece (essay/presentation/ passage)?
Does the piece address the needs/interests of the
audience?
How can you more precisely express this idea?
Are any of the words or sentences used redundant?
What words can be removed without affecting the
message?

• multiple meaning
• context clues
• function
• part of speech
• root word
• affix
• prefix/suffix
• reference materials
• dictionary
• thesaurus
• glossary
• pronunciation
• precise meaning
• synonym
• etymology
• verify
• preliminary
• inferred meaning

Based upon the use of the word in the sentence,
what can you deduce the word ____ means?
How does the positioning of the word ____ assist in
determining meaning? Is an appositive clue
provided?
What is a familiar word part (affix or root) in the
word? What meaning does the affix/root provide?
What reference tool would best assist you in
determining the pronunciation of a word, its
meaning, or its part of speech?
What is the origin of the word? Did it derive from
another language?
How has the meaning/use of the word ____ changed
over time? How?
What tools or strategies can you use to verify the
meaning of an unknown word/phrase
encountered?

by checking the inferred meaning in
context or in a dictionary).
7L5: Demonstrate understanding of
Interpret figurative language
figurative language, word relationships, and Interpret allusions
nuances in word meanings.
Utilize word relationships to clarify
meaning
7L5a: Interpret figurative language,
Identify the explicit/direct meaning of a
including allusions, in context.
word (denotation)
Identify the secondary meaning of a
7L5b: Use the relationship between
word (connotation)
particular words (e.g.,
synonym/antonym, analogy) to better
understand each of the words.

• cause/effect
• connotation
(association)
• allusion
• denotation
(definition)
• distinguish
• figurative language
• interpret
• item/category
• nuances

What is meant by the figurative expression____?
What type of figurative language is used?
Does the expression allude to or casually mention a
character or incident in another literary text? What
is the connection?
Although very similar in meaning, how do the words
slightly differ in meaning?
What is the relationship between these words?
What is the explicit/direct meaning of the word?
Does the word hold a secondary meaning that differs
from the dictionary definition? Is emotion
associated with the meaning?

• academic
• content-specific
vocabulary
• comprehension
• expression

What is the meaning for the term _____?
How would you use the academic word_____ in a
sentence?
Can you give an example of how the word ____ is
used in different subject areas?
The word ____ is specific to what subject/domain?
Why is it important to understand the meaning of the
domain-specific word ____ when studying this
subject?
What strategies do you use for identifying,
understanding, and using high-utility academic
words?

7L5c: Distinguish among the connotations
of words with similar denotations (e.g.,
refined, respectful, polite, diplomatic,
condescending).
7L6: Acquire and accurately use general
Identify, understand, and use general
academic and content-specific words and
academic terms
phrases; apply vocabulary knowledge when Identify, understand, and use contentconsidering a word or phrase important to
specific words
comprehension or expression.
Independently build vocabulary
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8th Grade English Language Arts Learning Standards
Standards

Essential Skills/Concept

Academic
Vocabulary

Question Stems

Analyze the text
Identify explicit textual evidence
Cite evidence
Draw inferences
Support inference using several pieces
from the text
Provide varying degrees of support
(evidence)
Identify inference that can be drawn
from the text
Identify hierarchy of evidence to support
analysis

• cite
• analyze
• explicit/implicit
• textual evidence
• inference
• conclude
• analysis

What textual evidence did you identify to support
your analysis of the text? Cite several examples.
What inferences can you draw from your analysis of
the text?
Show me in the text what makes you think that.
What evidence (textual or informational) most
strongly supports your analysis?
What is stated explicitly in the text?
What evidence leads you to this conclusion?
What evidence is most supportive of your analysis?

8R2: Determine one or more themes or
central ideas of a text and analyze their
development over the course of the text;
summarize a text. (RI&RL)

Identify multiple themes or central ideas
Analyze theme/central idea development
Make inferences
Formulate an objective summary of the
text
Relate theme to the character
relationships
Relate theme to the setting
Relate theme to the plot
Analyze the role of supporting ideas to
the central idea
Provide an objective summary

• determine
• theme
• central idea
• analyze
• summarize
• cite evidence
• development
• relate
• supporting
• summary

What is the theme or central idea?
Cite evidence from the text to support your
determination of the theme/central idea.
An example of how the theme/central idea
develops/recurs in the text is_____.
How can you objectively summarize the text?
How does the development of character, setting,
and/ or plot contribute to the central theme or
idea?
What supporting ideas are included in the text?
How can you objectively summarize the text?
What makes your summary objective?
What is your analysis of the text?
How is the central idea is conveyed throughout the
text?

8R3: In literary texts, analyze how particular
lines of dialogue or events propel the
action, reveal aspects of a character, or

Understand causal relationship of
dialogue and/or events on plot
development.

• dialogue
• incident
• propel

What statement(s) or action(s) lead to a shift in
advancement in the events of the story?

Reading Standards (Literary and Informational Text)
Key Ideas and Details
8R1: Cite textual evidence to strongly
support an analysis of what the text says
explicitly/implicitly and make logical
inferences. (RI&RL)
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provoke a decision. (RL) In informational
texts, analyze how individuals, events, and
ideas are introduced, relate to each other,
and are developed. (RI)

Identify character traits or aspects
Analyze how individuals, events, and
ideas are established within a text
Analyze connections made amongst
individuals, ideas, events
Identify a series of ideas or events that
are connected
Analyze distinctions between individuals,
ideas
Recognize & interpret comparisons and
analogies

Craft and Structure
8R4: Determine the meaning of words and
Analyze connotations
phrases as they are used in a text, including Analyze figurative language (simile,
figurative and connotative meanings.
metaphor, analogy, hyperbole,
Analyze the impact of specific word choices personification, idioms, onomatopoeia)
on meaning, tone, and mood, including
Identify the word choice that impact
words with multiple meanings. (RI&RL)
meaning
Identify the word choice that impacts
tone
Synthesize how tone impacts mood
Identify the use of analogies and allusion
in the text

8R5: In literary texts, and informational
Differentiate text structures and their
texts, compare and contrast the structures
forms
of two or more texts in order to analyze
Analyze how text structure contributes
how the differing structure of each text
to the meaning of a text
contributes to overall meaning, style,
Compare/contrast the structures of two
theme or central idea. (RI&RL)
or more texts
Understand and analyze paragraph
structure
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• aspect
• reveal
• provoke
• analyze
• connection
• distinction
• comparison
• relate

What is revealed about the character by events or
dialogue?
What decision is provoked by ____incident?
What connections can you make among the text’s
individuals, ideas, or events? How might you
compare or categorize the connections?
What distinctions can you make between the text’s
individuals, ideas, or events?
How might you compare or categorize the between?
How does this dialogue reveal traits of the character
speaking?
How are the events and ideas introduced to the
reader?

• figurative meaning
• connotative
meaning
• analyze
• impact
• tone
• word choice
• determine
• analogies
• allusions
• analogy
• mood

What does the word/phrase ___ mean in this
selection?
How does the tone change the overall mood?
The word/phrase is an example of____.
Without changing the meaning of the sentence, what
word can best be used to replace the underlined
part?
How does the author’s use of repetition of sounds
impact the tone of the text?
According to this passage, an___ is like a ___because
both____.
The author uses connotation to_____.
What is the meaning of the analogy ___?
What does ___ allude to?
How does the tone affect the mood?

• analyze
• text structure
• formulate
• compare/contrast
• differ
• overall meaning
• style
• theme
• central idea

What is the structure of each text?
How are the structures similar/different?
What is the meaning of each text?
How does the structure of the text contribute to its
meaning?
How would the meaning of the text have been
different if it were written as a ____?
How is this paragraph organized?
What is the key concept?

Formulate types of sentences (topic,
detail, evidence, conclusion)
Identify the key concept
Use text features

8R6: In literary texts, analyze how the
Explain and identify various points of
differences between the point of view,
view
perspectives of the characters, the
Understand and explain the
audience, or reader create effects such as
development of the narrator’s or
mood and tone. (RL) In informational texts, speaker’s point of view.
analyze how the author addresses
Contrast the points of the character and
conflicting evidence or viewpoints. (RI)
the audience/reader.
Determine the effect of differing points
of view.
Distinguish among the text devices used
(eg. irony)
Distinguish text effects used (eg.
suspense, humor)
Identify the point of view
Identify purpose
Identify conflicting viewpoints in text
Analyze how an author addresses
conflicting evidence or viewpoints
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
8R7: Evaluate the advantages and
Compare & contrast a production of a
disadvantages of using different media-drama or story with the script
text, audio, video, stage, or digital-- to
Determine and evaluate the effect of
present a particular subject or idea and
variance from the script
analyze the extent to which a production Analyze the differences in various
remains faithful to or departs from the
mediums (print, video, multimedia)
written text. (RI&RL)
Compare the presentation of a topic in
one or more media
Evaluate the effectiveness of using
different mediums
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• text
• text feature

How was the key concept developed?
Which sentence(s) specifically develop the concept?
What information does____ (text feature) provide?
Is this information also included in the text or solely
found in the (text feature)?

• author
• develop
• narrator
• omniscient
• subjective
• perspective
• point of view
• effect
• mood
• tone
• analyze
• conflicting
• evidence
• viewpoint

What is the character's point of view?
Which words from the___ show that it is written
in____ person?
How does the author’s word choice help to develop
the narrator/ speaker’s point of view?
Does the character’s point of view differ from that of
the audience? If so what effect is created?
What is the point of view/purpose in this text? How
do you know?
What conflicting viewpoints does the text explore?
How does the author treat the conflicting evidence?
Is the author effective in his examination of
conflicting evidence?
What is the effect of using __(text device)?
What did the use of __(text effect) do for the reader?

• analyze
• evaluate
• extent
• technique
• media
• digital
• multimedia

How does the production differ from the script?
Why do you think the director chose to depart/stay
faithful to the script?
Do you agree with the director’s choice? Why or why
not?
How effective was the use of the media technique
used to portray the work? Why?
Select an event from the book and compare it to a
scene from the production. How are the different
and why?
What senses were most stimulated by the
production?
How does reading a story compare to the audio or
video version?

What topic or idea is presented?
How is the topic similar & different when presented
in the various media?
Which medium is most effective in presenting the
topic? Why?
What limitations are realized when using _____
(medium) to present the topic?
8R8: Trace and evaluate an argument and
specific claims in a text, assessing whether
the reasoning is valid and the evidence is
relevant and sufficient and recognizing
when irrelevant evidence is introduced.
(RI&RL)

Outline or trace the arguments and
claims in text
Understand and assess validity of
reasoning
Understand and evaluate relevance
Determine if sufficient evidence is
presented to support an argument or
claim
Recognize irrelevant evidence

8R9: Choose and develop criteria in order to Understand and identify features of
evaluate the quality of texts. Make
quality text
connections to other texts, ideas, cultural
Create rubrics based on chosen criteria
perspectives, eras, and personal
Identify and explain connections
experiences. (RI&RL)
between other texts, ideas, cultural
perspectives, eras, and personal
experiences

• argument
• claim
• valid
• assess
• reasoning
• evidence
• relevant(pertinent)
• irrelevant

What argument is presented?
What claims support the argument?
In what manner is the argument & claims presented?
What makes the reasoning logical?
What evidence is presented?
How is the evidence relevant to the argument?
How sufficient is the amount of evidence presented
to support the argument?
Is all of the evidence relevant? If not, why?

• analyze
• develop
• criteria
• connection

What criteria makes a text high quality?
What connections are there between the two texts?
between the text and cultural perspective? between
historical times? etc.
What is the difference between a 1 and 4 on your
rubric for __ (criteria)?

• argument
• claim
• relevant
• evidence
• acknowledge
• distinguish
• logical
• reasoning
• style/tone
• cohesion
• clarify

How did you distinguish your claim from opposing
claims?
How are your claims & reasons organized? Is the
arrangement logical?
What makes your sources credible?
Which words/phrases signify that this is a “formal”
writing piece?
How do you maintain this style?
How does your concluding statement (section)
support the arguments presented?

Writing Standards
Text Types and Purposes
8W1: Write arguments to support claims
with clear reasons and relevant evidence.
8W1a: Introduce a precise claim,
acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s)
from a counterclaim, and organize the
reasons and evidence logically.
8W1b: Support claim(s) with logical
reasoning and relevant evidence, using

Write an argument with claims, reasons,
and evidence
Use counterclaims in an argument essay
Employ logical reasoning when
supporting claims
Utilize varied transitions to clarify
connections between ideas and
concepts
Determine if evidence is relevant,
accurate and credible
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credible sources while demonstrating an
understanding of the topic or text.
8W1c: Use precise language and contentspecific vocabulary to argue a claim.

Create cohesion & clarify relationships
via choice
Create sentences of “formal style”
Craft conclusions that support the
argument

• counterclaim
• content-specific
vocabulary

What variety of transitions did you use to connect
ideas/concepts?
How does using content specific vocabulary help the
reader?
In what part of your writing are you particularly
proud of the precise language you used?
Why did you choose this style for the task?
How did you use tone to help the reader understand
your idea?
Where might additional evidence, description, or
clarification needed?
How does your transition make the connections
clearer?

• convey
• analysis
• relevant
• thesis statement
• preview
• format
• formatting
• graphics
• multimedia
• transitions
• precise

How does your introduction preview the content of
the essay?
What categories of supporting details do you
provide?
How did you transition from various ideas &
concepts?
Are the transitions cohesive?
What makes the piece formal?
How does the conclusion support the information
presented?
Why did you choose this style for the task?
How did you use tone to help the reader understand
your idea?
What did you spend the most time on to be sure the
reader would understand your thinking?
In what way did you introduce your topic to catch the
reader’s attention and draw him in?
In what part of your writing are you particularly
proud of the precise language you used?

8W1d: Use appropriate and varied
transitions to create cohesion and clarify
the relationships among ideas and
concepts.
8W1e: Provide a concluding statement or
section that explains the significance of
the argument presented.
8W1f: Maintain a style and tone
appropriate to the writing task.
8W2: Write informative/explanatory texts to Craft a cohesive, precise introduction
examine a topic and convey ideas,
that provides purpose and hints at how
concepts, and information through the
the topic will unfold
selection, organization, and analysis of
Provide relevant concrete details
relevant content.
Use a variety of transitions for clarity
Use formal style
8W2a: Introduce a topic clearly, previewing Write a conclusion that includes the
what is to follow; organize ideas,
importance of the information
concepts, and information, using
Choose and support the use of precise
strategies such as definition, classification, verbs, nouns, and adjectives to paint a
comparison/contrast, and cause/effect.
visual image in the mind of the reader
Compose a multi-paragraph essay
8W2b: Develop a topic with relevant facts,
definitions, concrete details, quotations,
or other information and examples;
include formatting, graphics, and
multimedia when useful to aid
comprehension.
8W2c: Use precise language and contentspecific vocabulary to explain a topic.
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8W2d: Use appropriate and varied
transitions to create cohesion and clarify
the relationships among ideas and
concepts.
8W2e: Provide a concluding statement or
section that explains the significance of
the information presented.
8W2f: Establish and maintain a style
appropriate to the writing task.
8W3: Write narratives to develop real or
imagined experiences or events using
effective techniques, relevant descriptive
details and clear sequencing.

Use narrative techniques: dialogue,
pacing, description, events and/or
characters
Formulate transitional words and
phrases to convey sequence from one
8W3a: Engage the reader by establishing a
time frame or setting to another
point of view and introducing a narrator Develop story plot line: exposition, rising
and/or characters.
action, climax, falling action, and
resolution
8W3b: Use narrative techniques, such as
Formulate literary devices
dialogue, pacing, description, and
Practice reflection
reflection to develop experiences, events,
Develop narrative organization textual
and/or characters.
structure
Develop
realistic and fictional conflict
8W3c: Use a variety of transitional words,
phrases, and clauses to convey sequence, Reflect on the points made in the
narrative
signal shifts from one time frame or
Construct
a conclusion that is reflective
setting to another, and show the
of the points developed
relationships among experiences and
events.
8W3d: Use precise words and phrases,
relevant descriptive details, and sensory
language to capture the action and
convey experiences and events.
8W3e: Provide a conclusion that follows
from and reflects on what is experienced,
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• characters
• setting
• rising/falling action
• climax
• resolution
• story plot
• protagonist/
antagonist
• narrator
• narrative
• pacing
• reflection
• relationships
• sensory language
• conclusion
• point of view
• dialogue
• formulate

Who are the main and minor characters in the story?
Who is the narrator? How did you introduce the
narrator?
Where did you establish his/her point of view?
What event/events reveal the problem in the story?
How does dialogue to develop the plot?
How does this dialogue convey the mood you are
creating?
Who are the protagonist and the antagonist of the
story? How do they affect the action and
resolution?
Which characters change throughout the story?
What details indicate that there was a resolution to
the problem?
How does your conclusion reflect on the points
developed in the narrative?
In what part of your writing are you particularly
proud of the sensory language you used?

observed, or resolved over the course of
the narrative.
8W4: Create a poem, story, play, art work, or Determine purpose for writing
• audience
other response to a text, author, theme or Relate to the audience
• theme
personal experience; explain divergences
Organize ideas and use transition to
• divergence
from the original text when appropriate.
create cohesion among characters and
ideas
Organize well-crafted paragraphs
Understand why a writer may diverge
from an original text
Explain divergence from the original text

Who is your audience? How will this affect your
writing?
What will you use to organize your thoughts before
you begin writing?
What transitions did you include to help the reader?
Why/When might you branch away from the original
idea?

8W5: Draw evidence from literary or
informational texts to support analysis,
reflection, and research. Apply grade 8
Reading standards to both literary and
informational text, where applicable.

• evidence
• analysis
• reflection
• research
• synthesize

What evidence did you use to support your analysis /
reflection within your writing?
In what way is your reflection integrated in your
writing?
What resources did you use to gather evidence?

Research to Build and Present Knowledge
8W6: Conduct research to answer questions, Use keywords to locate information on
including self-generated questions, drawing the internet
on multiple sources, refocusing the inquiry Cite a variety of sources
when appropriate. Generate additional
Generate multiple questions that may be
related questions that allow for multiple
answered through research about the
avenues of exploration.
topic
Use various computer programs (e.g.;
Word, PowerPoint, Excel, and
Publisher, digital tools and online
collaborative platforms)
Format and design page layouts
Embed links into a document

• cite
• collaborate
• online platform
• publish
• digital tool
• self-generated
questions
• exploration
• inquiry
• resources

How can you include a link to resources within your
document?
What list of questions did you brainstorm?
What question(s) did you choose to address in your
writing?
Which search engines did you use to research your
material?
Which paths did you use to explore your question(s)?
When might it be necessary to refocus your writing to
better address the question?
What programs are available for you to check your
spelling and language conventions?
How did you cite your work?
Who did you collaborate with online?

8W7: Gather relevant information from
multiple sources; assess the credibility and
accuracy of each source; quote or

• paraphrase
• credit
• source

Why is it important to paraphrase your information?
How did you give credit for the information used?
How did you know that the source was credible?

Analyze text
Identify/Gather evidence
Synthesize text evidence to support
analysis, reflection, and research
Use multiple writing approaches
Receive and provide writing guidance

Use internet search engines
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paraphrase the data and conclusions of
others; avoid plagiarism and follow a
standard format for citation.

Locate online resources: newspaper,
library books, magazines, speakers,
interview, published professional texts
Create a bibliography or citation page
Paraphrase
Use direct quotes
Gather applicable information from
digital sources
Gather applicable information from
printed sources
Assess credibility of sources
Quote/paraphrase information without
plagiarizing
Create a bibliography using a standard
format for citation
Create a bibliography/citation page

• cite
• bibliography
• citation page
• valid
• credible source
• format
• bibliography
• citation page
• digital source
• data

What is the correct way to cite your sources in your
bibliography or citation page?
Looking at these two sources, which source would be
the most valid? Why?
What format did you use when citing sources for your
bibliography?
How did you site a digital source?
Once you read the data, what did you do to
summarize the information for easier readability?
How does your reader know these words are
connected to someone?

• collaborative
• diverse
• express
• explicit
• reflect
• evidence
• progress
• collegial
• probe
• reflect
• relevant
• acknowledge
• decision-making
• qualify
• justify
• modify

What preparation or research have you done in order
to fully participate in the discussion?
What information or learning you will share?
What progress has been made as a result of the
discussion?
How are you keeping track of the progress you are
making?
How will you make sure that you are all working
together collaboratively?
What role did you play in the discussion? Did it
require any specific actions?
How does the information presented connect with
other information?
How has the new information affected your own
views?
Has the information or evidence you heard caused a
change in your thinking?

Speaking and Listening
Comprehension and Collaboration
8SL1: Engage effectively in a range of
collaborative discussions with diverse
partners; express ideas clearly and
persuasively, and build on those of others.

Follow rules for having a conversation
with different partners
Read and study material prior to
participating in group discussions
Monitor progress so that deadlines can
8LS1a: Come to discussions prepared,
be met
having read or researched material under Pose questions that connect to the
study; draw on that preparation by
topic/ideas
referring to evidence on the topic, text, or Respond appropriately with evidence,
issue to probe and reflect on ideas under
observations and ideas relevant to the
discussion.
topic
Question and reflect within discussions
8SL1b: Follow norms for collegial
Acknowledge the contributions of others
discussions and decision-making, track
Modify opinions/statements based on
progress toward specific goals and
new information or evidence
deadlines, and define individual roles as
Connect speakers’ ideas
needed.
8SL1c: Pose questions that connect the
ideas of several speakers and respond to
others’ questions and comments with
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relevant evidence, observations, and
ideas.
8SL1d: Acknowledge new information
expressed by others, and, when
warranted, qualify or justify personal
views in light of the evidence presented.
8SL2: Analyze the purpose of information
Explain how media is used to present
presented in diverse formats (e.g., including information
visual, quantitative, and oral) and evaluate Analyze why information is being
the motives (e.g., social, commercial,
presented using a particular format or
political) behind its presentation.
media
Evaluate the motive of the presenter

• media
• format
• visual
• quantitative
• presentation
• motive
• evaluate
• social
• commercial
• political

How does the speaker use media?
What is the effect of using visual formats to deliver
the information?
What is the motive of the presentation?
Given the speakers motive, was the use of diverse
media effective?
Was the speaker’s motives political or social?
What other format could be used to present this
information?
What did you consider in your analysis of the
speaker’s motive and how he presented the
information?

8SL3: Delineate a speaker’s argument and
specific claims, evaluating for sound
reasoning, and the relevance and
sufficiency of the evidence; identify when
irrelevant evidence is introduced.

Identify the arguments and claims made
Analyze and determine whether the
speaker’s claims are sound and logical
Determine whether the speaker has used
sufficient evidence to support the
claims and arguments
Know when evidence cited is irrelevant
to the topic or claim
Actively listen to the speaker

• argument
• validity
• claim
• speaker
• supported/
unsupported
• appropriate
• proficiency
• reasoning
• delineate
• relevant/irrelevant

Is the speaker’s argument valid? Why or why not?
How is the speaker’s argument reasonable and based
on logic?
How were you able to follow the speaker’s
reasoning?
Which claims were supported by the speaker?
Which claims were unsupported?
What claim made by the speaker was not supported
by evidence?
How sound would you say this presentation is?

Plan and deliver a presentation
Distinguish between a claim and a
finding
Structure a narrative presentation
Establish a context and viewpoint
Determine the major points to stress

• prompt
• argument
• narrative
• information
• enunciation
• presentation

What is the prompt? (argument, narrative,
informative, response to literature)
How you will plan your presentation?
What is your claim?
What evidence did you produce to support the claim?

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
8SL4: Present claims and findings,
emphasizing salient points in a focused,
coherent manner with relevant evidence,
valid reasoning, and well-chosen details;
use appropriate eye contact, adequate
volume, and clear enunciation.
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Sequence ideas logically
Use techniques such as dialogue, pacing,
description and sensory language when
presenting information
Speak with adequate volume and
enunciation

• salient points
• sequence
• cohesion
• claim
• emphasize

How will you conclude your presentation to make
your claim stronger?
Where could you add more evidence to support your
claim?
Did the speaker use cohesion from the beginning
though the end?
What points were emphasized?
How would you rate the speaker on volume, pacing,
enunciation, etc.?

8SL5: Integrate digital media and/or visual
displays in presentations to clarify
information, strengthen claims and
evidence, and add elements of interest to
engage the audience.

Be proficient in using multimedia
components to enhance presentation
(such as video cameras, projectors,
PowerPoint, interactive whiteboards,
and document cameras)
Select multimedia components that
clarify meaning in the presentation
Add sound, images, music, and graphics
to enhance the presentation and
engage the audience

• multimedia
• integrate
• presentation
• engage audience
• digital media
• visual display
• evidence
• clarify

What is the message or information you want to
convey to your audience?
How will you give your information in different
formats for clarification?
What digital media did you use to enhance your
presentation?
How did the use of this technology help convey your
presentation’s message to your audience?
What could you do to keep your presentation focused
on your subject matter?
What other technology can you use to help clarify
your presentation?

8SL6: Adapt speech to a variety of contexts
and tasks, demonstrating command of
formal English when indicated or
appropriate.

Identify your audience
Discriminate between formal and
informal language and slang
Identify the task or purpose of your
speech
Adapt the delivery to appeal to the
audience
Use content vocabulary
Enunciate and speak at appropriate
volume and pace

• purpose
• formal
• informal
• emphasize
• content vocabulary
• presentation

What is the purpose of the speech?
Who is your audience?
How will your audience benefit from your choice of
vocabulary?
Will you use formal or informal language? Why?
What will you do to emphasize the main points of
your speech?
Will you allow time for questions and answers after
you have concluded your speech?
How will prepare to answer questions in an
appropriate manner?
What vocabulary you can change to make your
presentation more effective?
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Language Standards
Conventions of Academic English/Language for Learning (See Appendix A)

* L1 and L2 are organized within grade bands and are meant to be accomplished by the end of 6th grade.
*Local curriculum choices will determine which specific skills are included in 8th grade.

Knowledge of Language
8L3: Use knowledge of language and its
conventions when writing, speaking,
reading, or listening.

Understand and use active and passive
voice
Understand and use conditional and
subjunctive moods

8L3a: Use verbs in the active and passive
voice and in the conditional and
subjunctive mood to achieve particular
effects (e.g., emphasizing the actor or the
action; expressing uncertainty or
describing a state contrary to fact).
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
8L4: Determine or clarify the meaning of
Use context clues to derive word
unknown and multiple-meaning words and
meaning
phrases, choosing flexibly from a range of
Apply Greek and Latin affixes and roots
strategies.
as clues to meaning
Trace the etymology of words
8L4a: Use context (e.g., the overall meaning Use specialized reference materials (e.g.,
of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s
dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses)
position or function in a sentence) as a
both print and digital
clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. Interpret context clues for word meaning
8L4b: Use common, grade-appropriate
Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to
the meaning of a word (e.g., precede,
recede, secede).
8L4c: Consult general and specialized
reference materials (e.g., dictionaries,
glossaries, thesauruses) to find the
pronunciation of a word or determine or
clarify its precise meaning or its part of
speech.
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• active voice
• passive voice
• conditional mood
• indicative mood

What should you do to this sentence to express active
voice?
Which sentences in this paragraph are written in
passive voice: which express active voice?
Which sentences should you change to make all the
sentences uniform?
This mood of this sentence is conditional, how can
you change some words to make it indicative?
Why is it important to write in the same voice?

• Greek/Latin affix
• context clue
• thesaurus
• inferred meaning
• part of speech
• dictionary

What should you do when you come to a word you
don’t understand/know?
What is the main idea of this sentence? Does it help
you understand the word?
How does where the word is placed in a sentence
help you word understand its meaning?
Look at this affix, what does it mean? What does the
whole word mean?
What is the root meaning? How does that help you
identify the word?
What clues does the thesaurus provide for this word?
Reread the sentence. Which words nearby will help
you understand the meaning of the word.

8L4d: Verify the preliminary determination
of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g.,
by checking the inferred meaning in
context or in a dictionary).
8L5: Demonstrate understanding of
Make an inference from figurative
figurative language, word relationships, and language (simile, metaphor
nuances in word meanings.
personification, pun, irony)
Interpret analogies (synonyms,
8L5a: Interpret figures of speech including
antonyms, cause/effect, part/whole,
irony and puns in context.
item/category, item/use/item/place)
Distinguish between and interpret
8L5b: Use the relationship between
denotation and connotation
particular words to better understand
each of the words.
8L5c: Distinguish among the connotations
of words with similar denotations (e.g.,
bullheaded, willful, firm, persistent,
resolute).

• denotation
• connotation
• irony
• analogy
• nuance
• literal
• metaphor
• simile
• personification
• pun
• figure of speech
• figurative language

8L6: Acquire and accurately use general
Use academic words (i.e. analyze,
• content-specific
academic and content-specific words and
contrast, predict, and confirm)
word
phrases; apply vocabulary knowledge when Use content-specific words (i.e. Science - • academic word
considering a word or phrase important to
cell, gene, and gravity; Social Studies – • convey
comprehension or expression.
alliance, legislature, and commerce.)
Use grade-appropriate vocabulary
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What image is created when a metaphor or a simile is
used?
What can you change to add irony to this sentence?
What analogy could be used to convey this idea?
Which would be a better use in this sentence-denotation or connotation? Why?
What mood are you conveying in your response?
What figure of speech is used? What do you
interpret it to mean?

What word should be replaced to convey a contentspecific word instead of a general word?
What words in this text show academic
understanding of the topic? Why is this important?
Where would you insert content-specific vocabulary?

Next Generation Learning Standards
Conventions of Academic English/Language for Learning
Grade-Band 9th-12th grade
L1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of academic English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
Use parallel structure.
Use various types of phrases and clauses to add variety and interest to writing or presentations.
Understand that usage is a matter of convention that can change over time.
Resolve issues of complex or contested usage, consulting references as needed.

L2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of academic English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
Use punctuation (commas, parentheses, dashes, hyphens) to clarify and enhance writing.
Use a semicolon to link two or more closely related independent clauses.
Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation.
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9th-10th Grade English Language Arts Learning Standards
Standards

Essential Skills/Concept

Academic
Vocabulary

Question Stems

Analyze the text
Identify explicit textual evidence
Cite evidence
Draw inferences
Support inference using several pieces
from the text
Provide varying degrees of support
(evidence)
Develop questions for additional
exploration

• analyze
• cite
• implicit/explicit
• textual evidence
• conclude
• inference
• analysis

What textual evidence did you identify to support
your analysis of the text?
How many examples of evidence support your
analysis?
What inferences can you draw from your analysis of
the text?
What/Where in the text what makes you think that?
What evidence (textual or informational) most
strongly supports your analysis?
What is stated explicitly in the text?

9-10R2: Determine one or more themes or
central ideas in a text and analyze its
development, including how it emerges
and is shaped and refined by specific
details; objectively and accurately
summarize a text. (RI&RL)

Determine theme or central idea
Analyze theme /central idea
development
Make inferences
Formulate an objective summary of the
text
Determine how the theme/central idea is
refined
Identify the emergence and refinement
of the central idea in a text
Analyze the role of supporting ideas to
the central idea

• determine
• theme
• central idea
• analyze
• development
• summarize
• emerge
• refine
• objective
• relationship
• refinement

What is the theme or central idea?
What evidence can be cited from the text to support
your determination of the theme/central idea?
Which detail or event first presented an indication of
the theme?
What additional details that shaped the theme or
central idea?
How can you objectively summarize the text?
How is the central idea developed?
What supporting ideas are included in the text?
When does the central idea first emerge?
How is the central idea refined throughout the course
of the text?

9-10R3: Analyze how and why individuals,
events, and ideas develop and interact
over the course of a text. In literary texts,
analyze how complex and/or dynamic
characters develop, interact with other
characters, advance the plot, or develop a
theme. (RL) In informational texts, analyze
how the author unfolds an analysis or

Identify character traits
Identify multiple/conflicting character
motivations
Synthesize character interactions
Determine plot development
Synthesize casual and complex
relationship of dialogue and/or events
on plot development

• analyze
• interact
• advance
• plot
• theme
• connection
• complex character
• dynamic character

What statement(s) or action(s) lead to a shift in
advancement in the events of the story?
What is revealed about the character by events or
dialogue?
What decision is provoked by ___ (incident)?
Which character can be described as complex based
on motivations?

Reading Standards (Literary and Informational Text)
Key Ideas and Details
9-10R1: Cite strong and thorough textual
evidence to support analysis of what the
text says explicitly/implicitly and make
logical inferences; develop questions for
deeper understanding and for further
exploration. (RI&RL)
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argument, including the sequence, the
introduction and development of ideas,
and the connections that exist. (RI)

Craft and Structure
9-10R4: Determine the meaning of words
and phrases as they are used in a text,
including figurative and connotative
meanings. Analyze the impact of specific
word choices on meaning, tone, and mood.
Examine technical or key terms and how
language differs across genres. (RI&RL)

9-10R5: In literary texts, consider how varied
aspects of structure create meaning and
affect the reader. (RL) In informational
texts, consider how author's intent
influences particular sentences,
paragraphs, or sections. (RI)

Analyze distinctions between individuals,
ideas
Analyze how the author presents the
ideas or events (order and
development)

• develop
• motivation
• argument
• introduce

What are their motivations? Are they conflicting? Is
so, how?
How are the character motivations developed over
the course of the text?
Which interactions between characters contribute to
the development of the theme?
What analysis or series of ideas or events does the
author provide?
How were the ideas or events developed?
How did the author connect the ideas and events?
In what order are the points made?
What effect does the order of points have?
What connections did the author provide in his
analysis?

Determine figurative meaning
Determine connotative meaning
Interpret connotations
Recognize how word choice impacts
meaning
Recognize how word choice impacts tone
Synthesize how tone impacts the mood
Determine formal vs. informal tone
Determine tone and meaning of text
Compare/contrast meanings of words
used across content areas

• figurative meaning
• connotative
meaning
• mood
• tone
• word choice
• analogy
• phrases
• analyze
• genre
• technical meaning
• formal/informal
tone

What does the word/phrase ___ mean in this
selection?
How does the author’s use of repetition of ____
impact the tone of the text?
Which words phrases and/or synonyms are used
repeatedly and impact the tone?
Is the text formal or informal in tone? Why?
What inference can you make using the figurative
language in the text? What effect does it have?
Where is the use of connotation in the text? What is
the meaning? What effect does it have?
What technical meanings are required and used in
text?
What is the tone?
What techniques did the author use to state ideas in
a vivid and imaginative way?

Identify text structures and their forms
Analyze how text structure contributes
to the meaning of a text
Determine parallel plots
Understand and distinguish between
literary effects (e.g. mystery, tension,
surprise)

• analyze
• text structure
• contribute
• compare
• contrast
• effect
• parallel

How does the structure of the text contribute to its
meaning?
How does the author order the events? What is the
effect?
How does the (structural element) create the effect
of ____?
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Recognize the author’s intent
Relate author’s intent to a sentence/
paragraph/section
Identify ideas and claims in text in
successive stages (sentence, paragraph,
section, chapter)
Identify & comprehend text features
(graphics, headers, captions)
9-10R6: Analyze how authors employ point Identify point of view
of view, perspective, and purpose to shape Identify the influence of cultural
explicit and implicit messages (e.g.,
experiences on point of view
examine rhetorical strategies, literary
Explain the development of the narrator/
elements and devices). (RI&RL)
speaker’s point of view
Contrast the points of the character and
the audience/reader
Determine the effect of differing points
of view
Identify author’s purpose
Identify and analyze the use of rhetoric
devices (i.e., repetition, parallelism,
slogan, rhetorical questions)

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
9-10R7: Analyze how a subject/content is
presented in two or more formats by
determining which details are emphasized,
altered, or absent in each account. (e.g.,
analyze the representation of a subject/
content or key scene in two different
formats, examine the differences between
a historical novel and a documentary).
(RI&RL)

Analyze the presentation of subject/
content
Determine how/which details are
emphasized or altered
Understand the differences in various
formats (print, video, multimedia)
Compare the presentation of a subject in
one or more accounts
Evaluate the effectiveness of using
different formats
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• claim
• literary effect
• text feature
• graphic
• header
• caption
• author’s intent
• parallel plot

What is the key idea and/or claim presented in this
sentence/paragraph/section/chapter?
How did this sentence/paragraph/portion of the text
help develop/refine the idea or claim?
What text features are provided and how did they aid
understanding of the key concept?
Where did the author support his intent?

• point of view
• narrator
• explicit/implicit
• perspective
• literary element
• purpose
• analyze
• rhetoric
• rhetorical question

What is the origin of the piece of literature? How
would you describe the culture?
What values and beliefs motivate the main character?
How are the customs and expectations in the work
different from that of the reader?
What point of view is presented?
How does cultural influence or shape the point of
view?
How might the text/point of view differ in another
culture?
How and where does the author skillfully use
language (rhetoric)?
How does the use of rhetoric advance either the
point of view or purpose of the piece?
How is the implicit message developed?

• historical novel
• documentary
• format
• emphasize
• multimedia
• analyze
• format
• account
• evaluate

What is the subject or key scene in each piece?
How does the author depict the main character or
scene?
What are the contrasting views of the portrayal of the
character or scene?
What details are emphasized? How? Why?
What is absent in one portrayal?
How do subjects or key scenes differ?
What formats are used to present the subject?
Which details are emphasized in the different
formats?
What details are absent from the different formats?
What was the message or attitude from each of the
formats? Did they share the same message?

What connections did you find between the formats?
How does the use of a certain format affect the
account?
9-10R8: Delineate and evaluate an argument
and specific claims in a text, assessing the
validity or fallacy of key statements by
examining whether the supporting
evidence is relevant and sufficient. (RI&RL)

Outline/trace the arguments and claims
in text
Assess validity of reasoning
Evaluate relevance
Determine if sufficient evidence is
presented to support an argument or
claim
Identify false or misleading reasoning
(fallacious reasoning)
Identify factual evidence

9-10R9: Choose and develop criteria in order Understand and identify features of
to evaluate the quality of texts. Make
quality text
connections to other texts, ideas, cultural
Create rubrics based on chosen criteria
perspectives, eras, and personal
Identify and explain connections
experiences. (RI&RL)
between other texts, ideas, cultural
perspectives, eras, and personal
experiences

• delineate
• evaluate
• argument
• claim
• statement
• assess
• valid
• evidence
• relevant
• sufficient
• fallacy

What argument is presented?
What claims support the argument?
What evidence is presented?
How is the reasoning presented logical?
Is the evidence relevant to the argument? Why or
why not?
Is the evidence fallacious or factual?
how do you determine if enough evidence is
presented to support the argument?
How can you determine if all of the evidence true?
Which statements are misleading?

• analyze
• develop
• criteria
• connection

What criteria makes a text high quality?
What connections are there between the two texts?
between the text and cultural perspective? between
historical times? etc.
What is the difference between a 1 and 4 on your
rubric for __ (criteria)?

• audience
• claim
• counterclaim
• valid reasoning
• relevant evidence
• balance
• informal language
• relationship
• connection
• distinction
• complex
• style
• tone

How can you clearly introduce your claim?
What evidence best supports your claim?
Is the evidence relevant? Are your sources credible?
What counterclaims can be made?
Where can you make connections/distinctions to
show the relationship between ideas?
How did you balance the strengths and limitations of
your claim/counterclaim?
What considerations should be addressed regarding
the audience’s knowledge /concerns of the topic or
text?
What words will assist the reader in clarifying the
relationship between the claim and reasons?

Writing Standards
Text Types and Purposes
9-10W1: Write arguments to support claims
that analyze substantive topics or texts,
using valid reasoning and relevant and
sufficient evidence.
9-10W1a: Introduce precise claim(s),
distinguish the claim(s) from
counterclaims, establish and organize
clear relationships among claim(s),
counterclaims, establish and organize
clear relationships among claim(s),
counterclaims, reasons and evidence.

Understand the rhetoric of argument
Analyze a substantive topic or text
Introduce a precise claim
Provide reasons and evidence from
substantive to support claim
Identify and distinguish counterclaims
Develop claims and counterclaims in a
balanced manner
Establish and organize evident
relationships between claims
Organize reasons and evidence in a
logical manner
Analyze and address audience needs
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9-10W1b: Develop claim(s) and
counterclaims in a balanced manner,
supplying evidence for each while
pointing out the strengths and
limitations of both, anticipating the
audience’s knowledge level and
concern(s), reasons, and evidence.
9-10W1c: Use precise language and
content-specific vocabulary to express
the appropriate complexity of the topic.

Determine relevance of evidence
Utilize credible sources
Utilize varied transitional expressions to
establish relationships among claims
and reasons
Understand how to maintain a formal
style and objective tone
Provide an effective conclusion

• content-specific
vocabulary

How do you use precise language/content-specific
vocabulary to indicate the complexity of the topic?
What makes your tone objective?
How does your concluding statement support the
argument presented?

• complex
• effective selection
• connection
• distinction
• relevant
• significance
• paraphrase
• complex
• style
• audience
• cohesion
• multimedia
• relationship

How will you clearly introduce your topic?
What information will you provide to preview the
topic/thesis/concept?
What organizational structure will best convey your
information?
What facts /details /examples/quotations help to
develop your topic?
How do your transitions create cohesion among ideas
and concepts?
When was it necessary to use content-specific
vocabulary?
How did you determine what the audience needed?
How did you develop your text to meet your
audience’s needs?
How is your tone objective?

9-10W1d: Use appropriate and varied
transitions to make critical connections
and distinctions, create cohesion, and
clarify the relationships among complex
ideas and concepts.
9-10W1e: Provide a concluding statement
or section that explains the significance of
the argument presented.
9-10W1f: Maintain a style and tone
appropriate to the writing task.
9-10W2: Write informative/explanatory texts Convey information accurately
to examine and convey complex ideas,
Understand and use various
concepts, and information clearly and
organizational structures
accurately through the effective selection, Introduce a topic/thesis statement that
organization, and analysis of content.
provides purpose and hints at how the
topic will unfold
9-10W2a: Introduce and organize complex Use facts, concrete details, quotations,
ideas, concepts, and information to make examples to develop the topic
important connections and distinctions. Utilize various transitional expressions to
establish cohesion among ideas and
9-10W2b: Develop a topic with well-chosen
concepts
relevant and sufficient facts, definitions,
Understand and use precise vocabulary
concrete details, quotations and
Incorporate definitions of terms
paraphrased information or other
Consider use of multimedia, formatting,
examples appropriate to the audience's
graphics opportunities
knowledge of the topic. Include
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formatting, graphics, and multimedia
when useful to aid comprehension.

Use content-specific vocabulary
Understand and use a formal style and
objective tone
9-10W2c: Use precise language and
Provide an effective conclusion
content-specific vocabulary to express the Compose a multi-paragraph essay
appropriate complexity of a topic.

How does your concluding statement support the
information presented?
Does your conclusion articulate the significance of the
topic?
What complex ideas are connected? How?

9-10W2d: Use appropriate and varied
transitions to make critical connections
and distinctions, create cohesion, and
clarify relationships among complex ideas
and concepts.
9-10W2e: Provide a concluding statement
or section that explains the significance of
the information presented.
9-10W2f: Establish and maintain a style
appropriate to the writing task.
9-10W3: Write narratives to develop real or
imagined experiences or events using
effective technique, well-chosen details,
and well-structured event sequences.

Convey an experience or event
Apply narrative (vs. expository)
techniques
Establish context and
narrator/characters
9-10W3a: Engage the reader by presenting Understand and establish a/multiple
a problem, conflict, situation, or
point(s) of view
observation, establishing one or multiple Establish multiple plot lines
point(s) of view, and introducing a
Organize a logical/natural event
narrator and/or characters.
sequence
Craft dialogue
9-10W3b: Use narrative techniques, such as
Develop descriptive/sensory language
dialogue, pacing, description, reflection,
Utilize transitional expressions to convey
and plot line(s) to develop experiences,
sequence and signal shifts
events, and/or characters.
Provide a conclusion that reflects upon
the resolution
9-10W3c: Use a variety of techniques to
Create cohesion in text
sequence events to create cohesion and
a smooth progression of experiences or
events.
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• conflict
• plot line
• multiple points of
view
• foreshadow
• flashback
• character reflection
• descriptive
language
• main conflict
• person vs. person
• person vs. nature
• person vs. himself
• narrative technique
• cohesion
• progression
• resolution
• transitional
expression

What experience or event will you write about?
How will you introduce your characters and narrator?
From what point of view is your story written? It is
consistent throughout? Is there more than one
point of view?
How will you organize the events in your story? Are
they logical? Is the relationship between the events
evident?
What are the various plot lines in your story?
What transitional expressions did you use to convey
the sequence of events? Are signal shifts from one
time frame to another evident?
How can you use dialogue to convey the experience?
How and where can the use of descriptive language
assist in conveying the experience?
How are details are provided relevant?
In what ways would the reader consider the text to
be vivid?
What technique will you use to create a smooth
progression of events?

9-10W3d: Use precise words and phrases,
explicit details, and sensory language to
convey a vivid picture of the experiences,
events, setting, and/or characters.

How does your conclusion reflect upon the
resolution?

9-10W3e: Provide a conclusion that follows
from and reflects on what is experienced,
observed, or resolved over the course of
the narrative.
9-10W4: Create a poem, story, play, art work,
or other response to a text, author, theme
or personal experience; demonstrate
knowledge and understanding of a variety
of techniques and genres. Explain
divergences from the original when
appropriate.

Be aware of a variety of writing
techniques and their structures
Identify genres and choose appropriately
for the task
Restate the writing task and its purpose
Relate to the audience
Organize ideas and use transition to
create cohesion among characters and
ideas
Formulate well-crafted paragraphs
Understand why a writer may diverge
from an original text
Explain divergence from the original text

• audience
• purpose for writing
• writing technique
• genre
• divergence
• formulate

What form of writing does the prompt call for?
What is the purpose for writing?
How will knowing your audience affect your writing?
Who is the audience?
How will you organize and develop your thoughts
before writing?
Did you use vocabulary that is appropriate to your
audience?
What transitions did you include to help the reader?
Why/When might you branch away from the original
idea?

9-10W5: Draw evidence from literary or
informational texts to support analysis,
reflection, and research. Apply grade 9-10
Reading standards to both literary and
informational text, where applicable.

Analyze literary or informational texts
Assess soundness of reasoning and
relevance of evidence
Utilize evidence to support
analysis/research
Synthesize text evidence to support
analysis, reflection, and research

• evidence
• literary text
• informational text
• analysis
• reflection
• research
• synthesize

What evidence can you draw from the passage to
support your analysis or position?
How does the author present the information?
What similarities in the various texts do you notice?
What conclusions can you make based on the text(s)?

Develop an inquiry question
Generate questions
Conduct research drawing on multiple
sources
Refocus inquiry/generate additional
questions when appropriate

• sources
• information
• narrow inquiry
• broad inquiry
• format
• bibliography
• citation page

How will you locate information from both print and
digital sources?
What search engines and keywords will you use?
What makes this information relevant to the topic?
How do you know that the source is credible and
accurate?
What conclusive information do you plan to include?

Research to Build and Present Knowledge
9-10W6: Conduct research to answer
questions, including self-generated
questions, or solve a problem; narrow or
broaden the inquiry when appropriate.
Synthesize multiple sources,
demonstrating understanding of the
subject under investigation.
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9-10W7: Gather relevant information from
multiple sources, using advanced searches
effectively; assess the usefulness of each
source in answering the research question;
integrate information into the text
selectively to maintain the flow of ideas;
avoid plagiarism and follow a standard
format for citation.

Know how to broaden or narrow an
inquiry
Synthesize and summarize information
Compare/contrast information
Identify themes in sources
Cite a variety of sources

• paraphrase
• synthesize
• theme
• cite
• compare/contrast

How will you paraphrase the information?
How do you cite (various) sources in a bibliography?
What method will you use to collect and organize the
information you’ve researched?
What information did you find to link to your inquiry?
What resources did you use to gather evidence?

Gather print and digital information
(research)
Use an advanced search for website
resources and apply filters
Assess relevance and usefulness of
information
Assess credibility and accuracy of sources
Utilize quotes
Paraphrase
Cite sources/bibliography
Provide footnotes and endnotes
Integrate information to make the text
flow

• thesis
• credible source
• noncredible source
• citation page
• bibliography
• paraphrase
• direct quote
• text structure
• chronological order
• inquiry
• compare/contrast
• multimedia visuals
• plagiarism
• integrate

What subject are you investigating?
What is your inquiry question?
How will you locate sources?
What is the origin of the sources you are using?
How do you correctly cite your sources?
How does the information drawn from various
sources provide an answer to your question?
Is the information from the various sources
consistent /complementary?
In what way did you keep the ideas flowing through
your text?
Does your inquiry question need to be altered as a
result of your findings? Are additional questions to
be researched generated?
Does your inquiry need to be narrower/broader as a
result of your investigation?
How can you best summarize your findings?
What did you learn from this inquiry? What new
understanding of the subject do you have?

• initiate
• complex
• well-reasoned
• persuasive
• consensus
• theme
• perspective
• clarify
• verify
• challenge

What preparations have you done in order to fully
participate in the discussion?
What key evidence will you point out during the
discussion?
What will be your group norms for discussion?
How will your group come to consensus, take key
votes, set goals and deadlines and appoint roles for
group members?
What questions did your group create to help
stimulate the ideas that were presented?

Speaking and Listening
Comprehension and Collaboration
9-10SL1: Initiate and participate effectively
in a range of collaborative discussions with
diverse partners on complex topics, texts,
and issues; express ideas clearly and
persuasively, and build on those of others.

Prepare for discussion by reading and
researching topic
Know how to initiate a discussion
Make reference to the evidence
discovered during reading and
researching
9-10LS1a: Come to discussions prepared,
During group discussions come to
having read and researched material
consensus, make decisions, set goals
under study; draw on that preparation by
and define individual roles
referring to evidence to stimulate a
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thoughtful, well- reasoned exchange of
ideas.

Pose questions designed to move the
discussion forward
Include everyone in the discussion and
9-10SL1b: Work with peers to set norms
build on their ideas as well as
for collegial discussions and decisionchallenging them
making, establish clear goals, deadlines, Consider & respond to diverse
and individual roles as needed.
perspectives
Justify your views and make new
9-10SL1c: Pose and respond to questions
connections when presented with new
that relate the discussion to broader
evidence
themes or ideas; actively incorporate
Summarize and paraphrase peers’
others into the discussion; and clarify,
ideas/contributions/perspectives
verify, or challenge ideas and
Modify opinions/statements based on
conclusions.
new information or evidence
9-10SL1d: Respond thoughtfully to diverse Listen to others’ perspectives
perspectives, summarize points of
agreement and disagreement, and, when
warranted, qualify or justify personal
views and understanding and make new
connections in light of the evidence and
reasoning presented.
9-10SL2: Integrate multiple sources of
information presented in diverse formats
(e.g., including visual, quantitative, and
oral), evaluating the credibility, accuracy,
and relevance of each source.

Gather information using a variety of
media or formats
Integrate multiple sources of information
including visual, quantitative and oral
Evaluate the credibility of each source
Evaluate the accuracy of each source

9-10SL3: Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, Identify the speaker's point of view
reasoning, and use of evidence and
Determine if the speaker’s reasoning is
rhetoric; identify any fallacious reasoning
sound
or exaggerated or distorted evidence.
Know rhetorical devices (i.e.; parallelism,
restatement, analogy
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• diverse
• summarize
• qualify/justify
• evidence
• perspective
• paraphrase

How will you make sure that everyone’s viewpoint is
expressed during the discussion?
When there are differences of opinion, how will you
respond and justify your own viewpoint or
reasoning?
How satisfied was the speaker with your paraphrase
of his idea/perspective?
What were the key points of the speaker’s thoughts?

• integrate
• diverse
• relevance
• format
• quantitative
• evaluate
• credibility
• accuracy
• source

How will you incorporate different forms of media;
audio, graphic, digital, and print
Is the source of information credible or accurate?
How do you know?
How much relevant information have you gathered to
make your presentation credible?
How will you let your audience know that your
sources are accurate?
How will your oral presentation give integrity to the
media sources?

• point of view
• credible
• evidence
• evaluate
• reasoning
• rhetoric

What is the speaker’s point of view?
How was the point of view supported with strong
evidence?
In what way was the speaker’s reasoning sound and
logical?

Identify faulty logic, or reasoning based
on misleading statements
Identify distorted or exaggerated
evidence
Actively listen to the speaker’s thoughts

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
9-10SL4: Present claims, findings, and
Present information clearly , concisely,
supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and and logically
logically; organization, development,
o Use correct eye contact
substance, and style are appropriate to
o Adequate volume
task, purpose, and audience.
o Clear enunciation
Present evidence in support of a claim
Draw information from primary and
secondary sources and provide a
conclusion
Organize supporting evidence logically
Develop appropriate style for the task
and audience
9-10SL5: Make strategic use of digital media
and/or visual displays in presentations to
enhance understanding of findings,
reasoning, and evidence, and to add
elements of interest to engage the
audience.

Know and use a variety of digital media
formats (i.e.; textual, graphical, audio,
visual, and interactive elements)
Strategically use digital media to
emphasize key points, or findings
Plan the effect of each element on your
audience
Use media to convey your reasoning and
evidence used to support your point of
view and to engage your audience
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• parallelism
• restatement
• analogy
• exaggerated/
distorted

In what way was the speaker’s evidence credible and
believable?
How do you know the evidence was/was not
exaggerated or distorted?
What type of reasoning does the speaker use?
What rhetorical devices did the speaker use?
When did the speaker try to mislead his audience by
using flawed reasoning?
How would/did it feel to have a listener point out a
lack of credibility in your speech?
How would you respond to the listener who points
out your exaggeration or distortion?

• logical
• evidence
• development
• substance
• style
• informative
/explanatory
• audience

What is your presentation’s claim?
What sources will you use to support your claim?
Is there a balance between primary and secondary
sources?
Is there sufficient evidence so that listeners can
follow your line of reasoning?
How did you organize and select your evidence?
What techniques/style did you plan in the
presentation to engage the audience?
What feedback did you receive when you rehearsed
with a partner?

• strategic
• digital media
• reasoning
• evidence
• interactive element

What digital media elements will you use in your
presentation?
Where should you include this element?
Would a different visual element be more effective?
How does your media element emphasize your key
points in your presentation?
How does the use of media impact the audience and
their view of your reasoning and evidence?
What advantage does the use of digital media have
over the use of print media in your presentation?
What kind of feedback might you provide to a
speaker?
How did the speaker engage you in his presentation?

9-10SL6: Adapt speech to a variety of
Identify audience
contexts and tasks, demonstrating
Identify context or situation
command of formal English when indicated Adapt speech delivery to audience and
or appropriate.
purpose
Employ presentation elements (i.e., eye
contact, gesture purposefully,
enunciate words, and speak using an
appropriate volume and rate)
Choose between formal and informal
language
Understand the task purpose (i.e.;
persuade, to explain, to describe, or to
entertain)

• context
• situation
• formal English
• pace
• tempo

What is the context, or situation?
Who is your audience?
What is your task, or purpose?
What adaptations will you make since you are
presenting to ____?
What makes your language appropriate for the
context and speaking task?
Where is your language and word choice precise and
engaging to keep the listeners interested?
What kind of sentence variety did you use?
Where might you substitute proper names and
specific nouns to avoid confusion?
How did you vary the lengths of your sentences for
pace and tempo?

Language Standards
Conventions of Academic English/Language for Learning (See Appendix A)

* L1 and L2 are organized within grade bands and are not meant to be accomplished by the end of 9th-10th grade.
*Local curriculum choices will determine which specific skills are included in 9th-10th grade.
Knowledge of Language
9-10L3: Apply knowledge of language to
Identify the context and the appropriate • style
understand how language functions in
language choice
• apply
different contexts, to make effective
Identify and have knowledge of various • edit
choices for meaning or style, and to
style guidelines
• revise
comprehend more fully when reading or
Consult reference materials (style
• guidelines
listening.
manuals) for guidelines appropriate to • rubric
the discipline
• discipline
9-10L3a: Write and edit work so that it
Use standard English grammar,
conforms to the guidelines in a
punctuation, and capitalization
professionally recognized style manual
Develop work under the structure of
appropriate for the discipline and writing rubric guidelines
type.
Know standard format for citing
reference sources in a bibliography or
Works Cited page
Edit writing task with a partner’s
feedback
Revise writing to improve language and
comprehension
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What is the context of this piece?
What makes the style appropriate?
How does the word choice clearly convey meaning?
What writing/presentation style will you use?
Why choose this style?
What manual will you consult for guidance?
How did you choose language for this context?
In what way will you revise your writing/speech to
improve the reader’s/listener’s comprehension?

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
9-10L4: Determine or clarify the meaning of Use context clues to derive word
unknown and multiple-meaning words and
meaning
phrases, choosing flexibly from a range of
Apply Greek and Latin affixes and roots
strategies.
to derive word meaning
Use specialized reference materials to
9-10L4a: Use context (e.g., the overall
derive word meanings
meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or
Use reference materials to determine
text; a word’s position or function in a
correct pronunciation of words
sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a
Identify and use word patterns to convey
word or phrase.
meaning
Verify word meaning
9-10L4b: Identify and correctly use
Infer meaning
patterns of word changes that indicate
different meanings or parts of speech
(e.g., analyze, analysis, analytical;
advocate, advocacy).

• multiple-meaning
words
• context clues
• parts of speech
• affix
• prefix/suffix
• root word
• dictionary
• thesaurus
• etymology

Based upon the use of the word in the sentence,
what can you deduce the word ___ means?
How does the positioning of the word ___ assist in
determining meaning? Is an appositive clue
provided?
What familiar word part (affix or root) is in the word?
What meaning does the affix/root provide?
What reference tool would best assist you in
determining the pronunciation of a word, its
meaning, or its part of speech?
What is the origin of the word? Did it derive from
another language?
How has the meaning/use of the word ____ changed
over time?
What tools or strategies can you use to verify the
meaning of an unknown word/phrase encountered?

•figurative language
• simile/metaphor
• personification
• symbol
• paradox
• oxymoron
• euphemism
• denotation
• connotation
• nuance

How would you change this sentence to help create
an image?
What euphemism offers a more positive connotation
for the expression?
How will you change the sentence to an analogy?
Although very similar in meaning, how do the words
slightly differ in meaning?
What is the relationship between these words?
What is the explicit/direct meaning of the word?

9-10L4c: Consult general and specialized
reference materials (e.g., dictionaries,
glossaries, thesauruses) to find the
pronunciation of a word or determine or
clarify its precise meaning, its part of
speech, or its etymology.
9-10L4d: Verify the preliminary
determination of the meaning of a word
or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred
meaning in context or in a dictionary).
9-10L5: Demonstrate understanding of
Use and interpret figurative language
figurative language, word relationships, and (simile, metaphor, personification,
nuances in word meanings.
euphemism, oxymoron)
Use and interpret denotation and
9-10L5a: Interpret figures of speech,
connotations
including euphemism and oxymoron, in Analyze nuances
context and analyze their role in the text.
9-10L5b: Analyze nuances in the meaning
of words with similar denotations.
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• analyze
• denotation

9-10L6: Acquire and accurately use general
academic and content-specific words and
phrases, sufficient for reading, writing,
speaking, and listening; demonstrate
independence in applying vocabulary
knowledge when considering a word or
phrase important to comprehension or
expression.

Plan and choose academic words for use • academic words
Plan and choose content-specific words • content-specific
for use
words
Independently apply vocabulary
• comprehension
• expression
• independence
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Does the word hold a secondary meaning that differs
from the dictionary definition?
Is emotion associated with the meaning?
Would a denotation or connotation be better in the
current sentence?
What mood are you trying to convey in your writing?
What is the meaning of the term _____?
How would you use the academic word____ in a
sentence?
How is the word ____ is used in different subject
areas?
The word _______ is specific to which content area?
Why is it important to understand the meaning of the
content-specific word ____ when studying this
subject?
What strategies do you use for identifying and using
high-utility academic words?

11th-12th Grade English Language Arts Learning Standards
Standards

Essential Skills/Concept

Academic
Vocabulary

Question Stems

Analyze the text
Identify explicit textual evidence
Cite evidence
Draw inferences
Support inference using textual evidence
Determine matters of ambiguity
Distinguish between implicit and
explicit ideas
Determine if language in text is open to
more than one interpretation
Develop questions to promote
exploration of a topic/idea

• cite
• explicit/implicit
• textual evidence
• logical
• conclusion
• determine
• inference
• analysis
• evidence
• ambiguous

What textual evidence did you identify to support
your analysis of the text? Cite several examples.
What inferences can you draw from your analysis of
the text?
Where, in the text, makes you think that?
What evidence (textual or informational) most
strongly support your analysis?
Which points led you to infer ___?
What ambiguous ideas remain?
What additional information is needed to address
uncertainties?
What is stated explicitly in the text?

11-12R2: Determine two or more themes or
central ideas in a text and analyze their
development, including how they emerge
and are shaped and refined by specific
details; objectively and accurately
summarize a complex text. (RI&RL)

Identify several central ideas or themes
Analyze theme /central idea
development
Synthesize interactions and how they
build on one another
Provide an objective summary of text
Interpret theme and how it relates to
character relationships
Analyze how central ideas interact and
build on each other
Analyze the role of supporting ideas to
the central idea
Describe how the author shapes the
theme/central idea by using details

• determine
• theme
• analyze
• summarize
• refine
• objectively
• central idea
• emerge/shape
• synthesize

Which themes/central ideas can you identify in the
readings?
How does the author develop the themes/central
ideas?
What details shape the development of the
theme/central idea?
How can you objectively summarize the text?
Which detail or event first presented an indication of
the theme/central?
Is one theme/central idea more significant than
another? Why?
How do the central ideas interact and build on each
other?
How are the central ideas similar/different?
What supporting ideas are included in the text?
Which elements help to develop the central ideas of
the text?

11-12R3: In literary texts, analyze the impact
of author's choices. (RL) In informational

Understand characterization and plot
development

• analyze
• impact

How does the author develop the setting, plot or
character?

Reading Standards (Literary and Informational Text)
Key Ideas and Details
11-12R1: Cite strong and thorough textual
evidence to support analysis of what the
text says explicitly/implicitly and make
logical inferences, including determining
where the text is ambiguous; develop
questions for deeper understanding and for
further exploration. (RI&RL)
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texts, analyze a complex set of ideas or
sequence of events and explain how
specific individuals, ideas, or events
interact and develop. (RI)

Craft and Structure
11-12R4: Determine the meaning of words
and phrases as they are used in a text,
including figurative and connotative
meanings. Analyze the impact of specific
word choices on meaning, tone, and mood,
including words with multiple meanings.
Analyze how an author uses and refines
the meaning of technical or key term(s)
over the course of a text. (RI&RL)

Analyze author’s choices in story
development
Trace introductions and development of
characters
Relate the author’s choices to story topic
and structure
Identify literary archetypes present in
the text
Explain how text events interact and
develop
Analyze a complex set of ideas,
individuals, and events
Explain the development of an idea in
the text
Trace the development of ideas,
individuals, events

• develop
• impact
• interact
• archetype
• sequence
• explain
• complex

What impact do the author’s choices regarding story
element have?
What statement(s) or actions(s) lead to a shift in
advancement in the events of the story?
What archetype or model is found in the work?
How are the ideas developed in the text?
What is the text’s sequence of events?
How does the interaction of individuals/events/ideas
develop over the course of the text?
What makes the set of ideas/sequence of events
complex?

Identify and interpret figurative word use
Identify and interpret connotative word
use
Determine the tone of a piece of
literature
Identify multiple meanings of a word or
phrase by analyzing the context in
which it is used
Determine personal standards of
“beauty” in literature and language,
and compare to traditional concepts
(e.g., Shakespeare, Wordsworth, Frost,
etc.)
Recognize and interpret figurative
language
Give meaning for implied/connotative
words
Determine use of technical terms
Identify key terms in a text
Demonstrate how the meaning of a word
can be refined

• phrases
• figurative
• connotative
• analyze
• impact
• specific
• tone
• multiple meaning
• mood
• technical meaning
• refine meaning

Which of the following phrases are figurative?
Which of the following phrases are connotative?
How would the meaning change if ____was replaced
with ___?
What figurative words could be added to change the
tone?
Select three words or phrases and analyze how they
represent ____. (fresh, engaging, beauty)
What impact does ____have upon the meaning?
What are the figures of speech in the literary text?
What are the connotative meanings of words in text?
What technical meanings are required and used in
text?
How does the meaning of a particular word change
over the course of a text?
Which words are used repeatedly and impact the
meaning of the text?
What words did the author use to state ideas in a
vivid and imaginative way?
Why did the author use technical terms?
How was the meaning of __ refined throughout the
text?
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11-12R5: In literary texts, analyze how
varied aspects of structure create meaning
and affect the reader. (RL) In informational
texts, analyze the impact and evaluate the
effect structure has on exposition or
argument in terms of clarity,
persuasive/rhetorical technique, and
audience appeal. (RI)

Analyze the structure of a text
Analyze plot elements
Evaluate the aesthetic impact of a text in
terms of its structure
Determine how structure impacts clarity
of text
Describe how the text structure affects
the reader
Analyze the effectiveness of text
structure on the reader
Explain the nuances of exposition and
argument
Relate the text structure to the rhetorical
technique

11-12R6: Analyze how authors employ point Perceive unstated point of view
of view, perspective, and purpose, to shape Recognize and understand satire,
explicit and implicit messages (e.g.,
sarcasm, irony
persuasiveness, aesthetic quality, satire,
Recognize and understand
sarcasm, irony, or understatement). (RI&RL) understatement
Determine author’s point of view or
purpose
Analyze rhetorical devices
Understand persuasion
Analyze style
Analyze content
Appreciate aesthetics of text
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• structure
• analyze
• affect/effect
• exposition
• argument
• clarity
• persuasive
• rhetorical
• audience appeal
• impact
• evaluate

How would the story change if ___ (structural
element) was changed?
What structural element would you change to impact
clarity?
How does the author order the events? What effect
does it have on the theme?
What text structure is used in the exposition or
argument?
Is the organization of the exposition or argument
effective? Why or why not?
What points does the author emphasize?
What techniques does the author use to convince
and/or engage the reader?

• analyze
• explicit/implicit
• point of view
• perspective
• purpose
• sarcasm
• irony
• understatement
• overstate
• rhetoric
• aesthetic quality
• satire
• persuasive

Which form of irony is being used in the example
____?
How is this “satire” different from other text you
have read?
Why did the author use sarcasm here?
What other text you have read did the author use
sarcasm?
From which point of view is the text written?
Is the text written from multiple points of view?
What situation(s) or example indicates this is satire?
If ____is an understatement, change the text to
overstate ____.
What is the author’s true point of view?
How was satire/irony used to convey the point of
view?
Which direct statements in the text are meant to
convey a different meaning?
How does the author skillfully use language (rhetoric)
to influence the reader?
How would you summarize the author’s perspective?
Why is the content of the text important?

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
11-12R7 In literary texts, analyze multiple
adaptations of a source text as presented
in different formats (e.g., works of art,
graphic novels, music, film, etc.),
specifically evaluating how each version
interprets the source. (RL) In informational
texts, integrate and evaluate sources on
the same topic or argument in order to
address a question, or solve a problem.
(RI&RL)

11-12R8: Delineate and evaluate an
argument in applicable texts, applying a
lens (e.g. constitutional principles, logical
fallacy, legal reasoning, belief systems,
codes of ethics, philosophies, etc.) to assess
the validity or fallacy of key arguments,
determining whether the supporting
evidence is relevant and sufficient. (RI)

Analyze multiple interpretations of a
story, drama, or poem
Evaluate (judge) how each version
interprets the source text
Analyze subject and scene
representation
Recognize difference in various types of
artistic formats
Evaluate multiple sources/formats on the
same topic
Integrate and use multiple sources of to
address a question or solve a problem

• analyze
• adaptation
• evaluate
• version
• interpret
• source text
• integrate
• informational text
• literary text
• argument

What is the source text?
What is the theme of the story, drama or poem?
What contrasting views did you discover from the
interpretations?
How do interpretations differ in various versions?
Which interpretation did you prefer? Why?
What formats are used to present the subject?
Which details are emphasized in the different
formats?
What information can be gleaned from each of the
sources?
How do the various sources of information share
complementary/congruent ideas?
How are the sources/formats connected?
How does the use of a certain format affect the
argument or topic?
What information will you use to solve/address the
problem?

Determine texts that apply to the
argument
Choose a lens from which to determine
relevant and sufficient evidence
Determine if supporting evidence is
relevant
Outline/trace the arguments and claims
in text
Assess validity of reasoning
Determine if sufficient evidence is
presented to support an argument or
claim
Identify false or misleading reasoning
(fallacious reasoning)

• delineate
• evaluate
• apply
• lens
• argument
• determine
• supporting
evidence
• relevant
• validity
• fallacy

What type of text is this? What is the context of its
use?
What is the purpose of the text?
What argument or proposition is presented?
What claims support the argument?
What evidence is presented?
Is the reasoning presented logical?
Where is legal reasoning used in the text?
From what lens can you assess the validity of the
argument?
How do you know the evidence is relevant to the
argument?

11-12R9: Choose and develop criteria in
Understand and identify features of
order to evaluate the quality of texts. Make quality text
connections to other texts, ideas, cultural
Create a rubric based on chosen criteria
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• criteria
On what criteria will you evaluate text quality?
• evaluate
How does your rubric scaffold quality?
• era
How does the text connect ideas or cultural
• cultural perspective perspectives?

perspectives, eras, and personal
experiences. (RI&RL)

Identify and explain connections
between other texts, ideas, cultural
perspectives, eras, and personal
experiences

What connections are there between the two
texts? between historical times?
How does your personal experience reflected in the
texts?

Writing Standards
Text Types and Purposes
11-12W1: Write arguments to support claims
that analyze substantive topics or texts,
using valid reasoning and relevant and
sufficient evidence.

Understand the rhetoric of argument
Analyze a substantive topic or text
Introduce a precise claim
Establish significance of claims
Provide reasons and evidence to support
11-12W1a: Introduce precise claim(s),
claim
establish the significance of the claim(s), Identify and distinguish counterclaims
distinguish the claim(s) from
Develop claims and counterclaims fairly
counterclaim(s), and create an
Organize reasons and evidence in a
organization that logically sequences
logical manner
claims, counterclaims, reasons, and
Analyze and address audience
evidence.
considerations, values, and biases
Determine relevance of evidence
11-12W1b: Develop claim(s) and
Utilize transitional expressions to
counterclaim(s) thoroughly and in a
establish relationships among claims
balanced manner, supplying the most
and reasons
relevant evidence for each while pointing
Describe how the syntax used developed
out the strengths and limitations of both,
the tone of the text
anticipating the audience’s knowledge
Maintain a formal style and objective
level, concerns, values, and possible
tone
biases.
Provide an effective conclusion
11-12W1c: Use precise language, content- Clarify how the text’s ideas/concepts are
related
specific vocabulary and literary
techniques to express the appropriate
complexity of the topic.
11-12W1d: Use appropriate and varied
transitions, as well as varied syntax, to
make critical connections, create
cohesion, and clarify the relationships
among complex ideas and concepts.
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• argument
• claim
• analyze
• relevant
• counterclaim
• evidence
• opposing claim
• sequence
• counterclaim
• bias
• content-specific
vocabulary
• syntax
• objective tone
• relationship
• clarify

How did you clearly introduce your claim?
What reasons/evidence best supports your claim?
Is the evidence relevant? Are your sources credible?
What counterclaims can be made? Have you
addressed them fairly?
How can you support your assertion by appealing to
logic (reasoning)?
How can you support your assertion by appealing to
emotion?
What should you know about your audience?
How will you address what you know about your
audience in your writing?
What words will assist the reader in clarifying the
relationship between the claim and reasons?
How did you use syntax to develop the tone of the
writing?
What makes your piece formal in style?
How did you make your tone objective?
Does your concluding statement support the
argument presented?

11-12W1e: Provide a concluding statement
or section that explains the significance of
the argument presented.
11-12W1f: Maintain a style and tone
appropriate to the writing task.
11-12W2: Write informative/explanatory
texts to examine and convey complex
ideas, concepts, and information clearly
and accurately through the effective
selection, organization, and analysis of
content.

Convey information accurately
Employ various organizational structures
Utilize formatting, graphics, and
multimedia
Introduce a topic/thesis statement that
provides purpose and hints at how the
topic will unfold
11-12W2a: Introduce and organize complex Select relevant facts, concrete details,
ideas, concepts, and information so that
quotations, examples to develop the
each new element builds on that which
topic
precedes it to create a unified whole.
Utilize various transitional expressions to
establish cohesion among ideas and
11-12W2b: Develop a topic thoroughly by
concepts
selecting the most significant and
Understand and use precise vocabulary
relevant facts, definitions, concrete
Use figurative language
details, direct quotations and
Understand and use domain-specific
paraphrased information or other
vocabulary
examples, appropriate to the audience's
Understand and use a formal style and
knowledge of the topic. Include
objective tone
formatting, graphics, and multimedia
Provide an effective conclusion
when useful to aid comprehension.
Compose a multi-paragraph essay
11-12W2c: Use precise language, contentspecific vocabulary and literary
techniques to express the appropriate
complexity of a topic.
11-12W2d: Use appropriate and varied
transitions and syntax to make insightful
connections and distinctions, create
cohesion, and clarify relationships among
complex ideas and concepts.
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• informational text
• explanatory text
• complex ideas
• expository writing
structure
• topic/thesis
statement
• multimedia
• relevant facts
• concrete details
• transitions
• syntax
• precise language
• content-specific
• formal style of
writing
• objective tone
• concluding
statement/section
• direct quotation
• literary technique
• element
• unified whole

How will you clearly introduce your topic?
What information will you provide in the preview
following the topic/thesis statement?
What organizational structure will best convey your
information?
What facts/ details/ examples /quotations help to
develop your topic?
How is this element related to the unified whole text
When and how can you use figurative language to
express ideas?
How do your transitions create cohesion among ideas
and concepts?
What makes your piece formal in style?
How is your tone objective?
Does your concluding statement support the
information presented? Does it articulate the
significance of the topic?

11-12W2e: Provide a concluding statement
or section that explains the significance of
the information presented.
11-12W2f: Establish and maintain a style
appropriate to the writing task.
11-12W3: Write narratives to develop real or Convey an experience or event
imagined experiences or events using
Understand narrative (vs. expository)
effective techniques, well-chosen details,
techniques
and well-structured event sequences.
Establish context and
narrator/characters
11-12W3a: Engage the reader by
Understand and establish a/multiple
presenting a problem, conflict, situation,
point(s) of view
or observation and its significance,
Establish multiple plot lines
establishing one or multiple point(s) of
Organize a logical/natural event
view, and introducing a narrator and/or
sequence
characters.
Craft dialogue
Develop descriptive/sensory language
11-12W3b: Use narrative techniques, such
Utilize transitional expressions to convey
as dialogue, pacing, description,
sequence and signal shifts
reflection, and plot lines to develop
Develop tone and a specific outcome
experiences, events, and/or characters.
Provide a conclusion that reflects upon
the resolution
11-12W3c: Use a variety of techniques to
sequence events to create cohesion, a
smooth progression of experiences or
events, and build toward a particular
tone and outcome (e.g., a sense of
mystery, suspense, growth, or resolution).
11-12W3d: Use precise words and phrases,
explicit details, and sensory language to
convey a vivid picture of the experiences,
events, setting, and/or characters.
11-12W3e: Provide a conclusion that
follows from and reflects on what is
experienced, observed, or resolved over
the course of the narrative.
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• narrative
• significance
• problem/conflict
• point of view
• narrative technique
• characters
• dialogue
• pacing
• description
• reflection
• plot
• plot line
• progression of
events
• tone
• outcome
• suspense
• resolution
• sensory language
• setting
• character
• conclusion

What experience or event will you write about?
How will you introduce your characters and narrator?
From what point of view is your story written? It is
consistent throughout? Is there more than one
point of view?
How will you organize the events in your story? Are
they logical? Is the relationship between the events
evident?
What are the various plot lines in your story?
What techniques can you use to build toward a
particular tone or outcome (mystery/suspense/
growth/resolution)?
What transitional expressions did you use to convey
the sequence of events? Are signal shifts from one
time frame to another evident?
How can you use dialogue to convey the experience?
How and where can the use of sensory language
assist in conveying the experience?
How do you know the descriptive details provided
are relevant?
Does your conclusion reflect on the resolution?

11-12W4: Create a poem, story, play, art
work, or other response to a text, author,
theme or personal experience;
demonstrate knowledge and understanding
of a variety of techniques and genres.
Explain connections between the original
and the created work.

Use a variety of writing techniques and
their structures
Identify genres and choose appropriately
for the task
Restate the writing task and its purpose
Relate to the audience
Understand and utilize appropriate style
Determine the relationship between the
original and newly created work

• genre
• development
• organization
• style
• audience
• purpose
• theme
• tone

What form of writing does the prompt call for?
What organizational structure will you use?
What is the purpose for writing?
Who is the audience?
How will you organize and develop your thoughts
before writing?
Did you use vocabulary that is appropriate to your
audience?
Are you using a formal or informal style of writing?
Which would be most appropriate for your
audience?

11-12W5: Draw evidence from literary or
Analyze literary or informational texts
informational texts to support analysis,
Assess soundness of reasoning and
reflection, and research. Apply grade 11-12 relevance of evidence
Reading standards to both literary and
Employ evidence to support
informational text, where applicable.
analysis/research
Synthesize text evidence to support
analysis, reflection, and research
Research to Build and Present Knowledge
11-12W6: Conduct research through selfComplete the steps of an investigation
generated question, or solve a problem;
Develop an inquiry question
narrow or broaden the inquiry when
Refocus inquiry/generate additional
appropriate. Synthesize multiple sources,
questions when appropriate
demonstrating understanding and analysis Conduct research drawing on several
of the subject under investigation.
sources
Broaden or narrow an inquiry as needed
Synthesize and summarize information
Cite a variety of sources
Synthesize and summarize information
Compare/contrast information
Identify themes in sources

• evidence
• literary text
• informational text
• analysis
• reflection
• research

What evidence can you draw from the passage to
support your analysis or position?
How does the author present the information?
What similarities in the various texts do you notice?
What conclusions can you make based on the text(s)?

• inquiry
• synthesize
• self-generate
questions
• format
• bibliography
• citation page
• paraphrase

What subject are you investigating?
What is your inquiry question?
How will you locate sources?
What is the origin of the sources you are using?
How do you correctly cite your sources?
How does the information drawn from various
sources provide an answer to your question?
What method will you use to collect and organize the
information you’ve researched?
What information did you find to link to your inquiry?
Does your inquiry question need to be altered as a
result of your findings? Are additional questions to
be researched generated?
How can you best summarize your findings?
What did you learn from this inquiry?

11-12W7: Gather relevant information from
multiple sources, using advanced searches
effectively; assess the strengths and

• relevant
• digital sources
• assess

How will you locate information from both print and
digital sources?
What search engines and keywords will you use?

Gather print and digital information
(research)
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limitations of each source in terms of the
task, purpose, and audience; integrate
information into the text selectively to
maintain the flow of ideas; avoid
plagiarism, over reliance on one source,
and follow a standard format for citation.

Assess relevance and usefulness of
information
Use an advanced search for website
resources and apply filters
Assess credibility and accuracy of sources
Utilize quotes
Paraphrase correctly
Cite sources/bibliography
Provide footnotes and endnotes

• limitations
• purpose
• audience
• integrate
• credibility
• plagiarism
• citation
• footnotes

What makes this information relevant to the topic?
How do you know that the source is credible and
accurate?
What conclusive information do you plan to include?
Are your sources equally utilized (avoiding over
reliance on any single source)?
How will you paraphrase the information?
How do you cite (various) sources in a bibliography?
What footnotes and endnotes need to be included?
What did you learn from this inquiry?

• collaborative
discussion
• diverse
• persuasive
• position
• probe
• clarify
• verify
• divergent
• resolve
• contradiction
• synthesize
• perspective

What reading or research will you do in order to
prepare for the discussion?
What evidence from your research does your group
need to hear?
What are your group norms for discussion?
How will you make sure that everyone contributes to
the conversation? What kinds of questions might
you ask?
How will your group come to consensus, take key
votes, set goals and deadlines, and divide up roles
for group members?
What questions did your group create to help
stimulate the discussion about the ideas to be
discussed?
How are you asking for clarification when there are
details or evidence presented that you don’t
understand?
How will you make sure that everyone’s viewpoint is
expressed during the discussion?
When there are differences in opinion how will you
respond and justify your own viewpoint or
reasoning?
What appropriate kinds of responses might you make
that let the speaker know that you respect their
opinion, but that you don’t agree with it?
What question stems might you use to probe for
more information or reasoning?

Speaking and Listening
Comprehension and Collaboration
11-12SL1: Initiate and participate effectively
in a range of collaborative discussions with
diverse partners on complex topics, texts,
and issues; express ideas clearly and
persuasively, and build on those of others.

Initiate a discussion
Use appropriate structures to build on
the ideas of others
Prepare for discussions by reading and
referring to the researched material
Set goals, deadlines and roles for the
11-12LS1a: Come to discussions prepared,
group
having read and researched material
Pose and respond to questions in a
under study; draw on that preparation by
manner that is open ended and will
referring to evidence to stimulate a
promote an exchange of ideas
thoughtful, well- reasoned exchange of
Create a system for presenting multiple
ideas.
positions on a topic or issue
Create an environment where creative
11-12SL1b: Work with peers to set norms
and divergent thinking are
for collegial discussions and decisionpromoted/encouraged
making, establish clear goals, deadlines,
Understand organizational patterns will
and individual roles as needed.
help speech be coherent and logical
Respond
to diverse perspectives
11-12SL1c: Pose and respond to questions
Evaluate the responses, and determine if
that probe reasoning and evidence;
additional information or research is
address a full range of positions; clarify,
verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; required
and promote divergent and creative
perspectives.
11-12SL1d: Respond thoughtfully to diverse
perspectives; synthesize comments,
claims, and evidence made on all sides of
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an issue; resolve contradictions when
possible; and determine what additional
information or research is required to
deepen the investigation or complete the
task.
11-12SL2: Integrate multiple sources of
information presented in diverse formats
(e.g., including visual, quantitative, and
oral). Evaluate the credibility and accuracy
of each source, and note any discrepancies
among the data to make informed
decisions and solve problems.

How do you know that the group has resolved a
contraction?
How will you know that more research is needed?

Gather information from multiple
sources
Integrate information from print and
digital sources
Evaluate the accuracy and credibility of
sources
Based on the accuracy/credibility of
sources, make decisions and solve
problems
Understand diverse media formats (e.g.,
visually, quantitatively, and oral)

11-12SL3: Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, Identify the speaker’s point of view
reasoning, and use of evidence and
Evaluate the reasoning and use of
rhetoric; assess the premises and
evidence
connections among ideas, diction, and
Identify the speaker’s stance (pro/con;
tone.
support/oppose)
Know what premises the speaker wants
the listener to assume are true
Understand the difference between
evidence and rhetoric
Evaluate how the speaker links ideas to
support his point of view
Analyze how word choice and tone
influence the perception of point of
view, reasoning and evidence
Actively listen to the speaker’s thoughts
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• multiple sources
• format
• credibility
• accuracy
• integrate
• visually
• quantitatively
• orally

What will be the topic of your presentation?
How many sources will form the basis of the
information you present?
How will you integrate different forms of media:
audio, text, animation, video, print?
How will you evaluate the accuracy/credibility of
your sources?
How will the information presented be used to find a
solution to a problem?
What decisions were made as a result of the
information presented? Was there a change in
thinking?
Did you note any discrepancies in your data? Did you
look for additional source to resolve the
discrepancy?

• point of view
• reasoning
• evidence
• rhetoric
• evaluate
• premise
• connection
• diction
• tone

How would you summarize the speaker’s point of
view?
Was the speaker's reasoning sound and logical?
How did the speaker’s choice of words influence the
perception of the soundness of the points being
made?
What makes the speaker’s evidence credible?
What rhetorical devices did the speaker use? Were
they effective?
How well did the speaker’s premise connect to the
ideas presented?

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
11-12SL4: Present claims, findings, and
Present information, findings, and
supporting evidence, conveying a clear and evidence clearly using
distinct perspective; alternative or
o appropriate eye contact
opposing perspectives are addressed;
o adequate volume
organization, development, substance, and
o clear enunciation
style are appropriate to task, purpose, and Plan and deliver a reflective presentation
audience.
o explores a personal experience
o uses sensory language
o conveys a distinct perspective and
line of reasoning
o use appropriate narrative
techniques
Plan and present an argument
o supports a claim with evidence
o uses rhetorical devices
o know a variety of syntactical
structures use to link claims and
evidence
o know how to organize the
presentation in a cohesive,
logical manner

• claim
• findings
• supporting
evidence
• perspective
• convey
• opposing
perspective
• development
• substance
• style
• purpose
• audience
• rhetorical devices
• syntax

How did you choose your presentation topic?
In presenting your personal experience, how will you
convey the impact of your experience?
What evidence or events will you use in your
presentation?
What feedback has a partner provided to determine
if your style is appropriate for the message you are
trying to convey?
Can you follow the line of reasoning? Did you make
any logic leaps that listeners won’t be able to
follow?
How will the use of dialogue, pacing, and rhetorical
devices impact your audience?
How does your conclusion support the arguments
you made and help provide cohesion to your
presentation?
When did you present your major findings and
supporting evidence?
What alternative or opposing perspectives might you
address? How did you address these perspectives?

11-12SL5: Make strategic use of digital media Know and use a variety of digital media
and/or visual displays in presentations to
formats (i.e., textual, graphical, audio,
enhance understanding of findings,
visual, and interactive)
reasoning, and evidence, and to add
Strategically use digital media to
elements of interest to engage the
emphasize key points or findings
audience.
Plan the effect that each element will
have on your audience
Use media to convey your reasoning and
evidence used to support your point of
view

• digital media
• visual display
• interactive
elements
• strategic
• emphasize
• formats
• reasoning
• evidence

What digital media elements will you use in your
presentation?
How does this element enhance understanding?
Where should you include this element?
How would a different visual element be more
effective?
How does your media element emphasize your key
points in your presentation?
How does the use of media impact the audience and
their view of your reasoning and evidence?
What advantage does the use of digital media have
over the use of print media in your presentation?

11-12SL6: Adapt speech to a variety of
contexts and tasks, demonstrating

• adapt
• context
• situation

What is the context, or situation?
Who is your audience?
What is your task, or purpose?

Identify the audience
Identify context or situation
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command of formal English when indicated Adapt speech delivery to audience and
or appropriate.
purpose
Incorporate presentation elements (i.e.,
eye contact, gesture purposefully,
enunciate words, and speak using an
appropriate volume and rate.)
Decide between formal and informal
presentations for use
Understand task (i.e.; persuade, to
explain, to describe, or to entertain)

• audience
• purpose
• formal
English

What adaptations will you make since you are
presenting to ____?
How is your language appropriate for the context and
speaking task?
What makes your language and word choice precise
and engaging enough to keep the listeners
interested?
What sentence variety are you using?
Where can you vary the length of your sentences to
improve pace and tempo?

Language Standards
Conventions of Academic English/Language for Learning (See Appendix A)

* L1 and L2 are organized within grade bands and are meant to be accomplished by the end of 12th grade.
*Local curriculum choices will determine which specific skills are included in 11th and 12th grade.
Knowledge of Language
11-12L3: Apply knowledge of language to
Identify the context and the appropriate • context
understand how language functions in
language choice
• style
different contexts, to make effective
Use syntax to create and convey
• syntax
choices for meaning or style, and to
meaning
• references
comprehend more fully when reading or
Apply knowledge of syntax to studying
• complex texts
listening.
complex texts
• parts of speech
Consult reference materials for syntax
11-12L3a: Vary syntax for effect,
guidance
consulting references for guidance as
needed; apply an understanding of
syntax to the study of complex texts
when reading.
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
11-12L4 Determine or clarify the meaning of Use context clues to derive word
• context clues
unknown and multiple-meaning words and
meaning
• infer
phrases, choosing flexibly from a range of
Make inferences
• pattern
strategies.
Use Greek and Latin affixes and roots to • root word
derive word meaning
• reference
11-12L4a: Use context (e.g., the overall
Identify word patterns and parts of
• verify
meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or
speech
text; a word’s position or function in a
Use reference materials to derive word
sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a
meanings
word or phrase.
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What is the context of this piece?
how is the style appropriate for the context?
How does the word choice clearly convey meaning?
In what part of the text does the syntax assist in
conveying meaning?
How might you vary the syntax if writing in a
different style?
What reference materials might you consult for
syntax guidance?

Based upon the use of the word in the sentence,
what can you deduce the word ____ means?
How does the positioning of the word ____ assist in
determining meaning? Is an appositive clue
provided?
What word part (affix or root) can you identify?
What meaning does the affix/root provide?
What reference tool would best assist you in
determining the pronunciation of a word? Its
meaning? Its part of speech?

11-12L4b: Identify and correctly use
patterns of word changes that indicate
different meanings or parts of speech
(e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable).
11-12L4c: Consult general and specialized
reference materials (e.g., dictionaries,
glossaries, thesauruses) to find the
pronunciation of a word or determine or
clarify its precise meaning, its part of
speech, its etymology, or its standard
usage.

Use reference materials to determine
correct pronunciation of words
Trace the etymology of words
Verify word meaning
Infer meaning

What is the origin of the word? Did it derive from
another language?
Has the meaning/use of the word ___ changed over
time? How?
What tools or strategies can you use to verify the
meaning of an unknown word/phrase
encountered?

11-12L4d: Verify the preliminary
determination of the meaning of a word
or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred
meaning in context or in a dictionary).
11-12L5: Demonstrate understanding of
Understand figurative language (simile,
figurative language, word relationships, and metaphor, personification, hyperbole,
nuances in word meanings.
paradox)
Understand denotation and
11-12L5a: Interpret figures of speech,
connotations
including hyperbole and paradox, in
Analyze nuances
context and analyze their role in the text.
11-12L5b: Analyze nuances in the meaning
of words with similar denotations.
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• figurative language
• denotation
• euphemism
• hyperbole
• word relationships
• irony
• paradox
• metaphor/simile
• alliteration
• oxymoron
• analyze
• paradox
• nuances
• hyperbole
• understatement

What effect would using a metaphor or a simile have
in this idea?
What do you think is the intended meaning of this
hyperbole? Why do you think the author
emphasized this idea?
What is a more positive connotation for the
expression?
How can you exaggerate this idea?
Although very similar in meaning, how do the words
slightly differ in meaning?
What is the relationship between these words?
What is the explicit/implicit meaning of the word?
What is the secondary meaning that differs from the
dictionary definition? Is emotion associated with
the meaning?
Write this sentence using denotation and then using
a connotation; which would be better used than the
current sentence?
What mood are you trying to convey in your writing?

11-12L6: Acquire and accurately use general
academic and content-specific words and
phrases, sufficient for reading, writing,
speaking, and listening at the college and
career readiness level; demonstrate
independence in applying vocabulary
knowledge when considering a word or
phrase important to comprehension or
expression.

Identify, understand, and use general
academic terms
Identify, understand, and use contentspecific terms
Independently build vocabulary
Demonstrate listening at the college
level
Connect post-secondary goals to the
needed vocabulary
Define career readiness in personal
terms
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• academic words
• content-specific
words
• comprehension
• expression
• college level
• career level
• independence

What is the meaning for the term __________?
How would you use the academic word________ in a
sentence?
What is an example of how the word ___ is used in
different subject areas?
The word ___ is specific to what content area?
Why is it important to understand the meaning of the
content-specific word ___ when studying this
subject?
What strategies do you use for identifying,
understanding, and using high-utility academic
words?
How do you maintain focus during a listening activity
or conversation?
How do you see yourself as career ready?
What academic words and content-specific words do
you suspect you’ll use in your career choice?

